
 

 

 

The Regional Missionary Initiative was created as a 

result of requests for leadership and organizational 

development from Methodist and United Methodist 

Women around the world. These dedicated women 

work in local areas to assist women, children and 

youth to work in solidarity with each other on specific 

issues. Regional Missionaries build relationships 

with Methodist, United Methodist, ecumenical and 

grassroots programs that focus on issues of health (particularly primary 

healthcare and HIV/AIDS), gender equality and elimination of violence 

among women, and support for the uprooted and marginalized. Currently 

seven Regional Missionaries serve within the four regions plus one retired 

Regional Missionary serving as a consultant to the initiative. 

 

All programs and network connections carried out by Regional 

Missionaries reflect the needs and priorities of their own region, covering: 

 Sub-Saharan Africa 

 Asia 

 Latin America 

 The Caribbean 

 

Women in the region shape Regional Missionaries’ work. Each missionary 

assists the women and youth they work with in developing projects and 

programs that meet their expressed needs and priority issues. Regional 

Missionaries implement their work with women, children and youth 

primarily through: 

 Training programs 

 Workshops 

 Strategic planning 

 Network development 
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Grace Musuka is a United Methodist Women’s 

Regional Missionary serving the work and 

leadership of United Methodist Women 

organizations in Central Africa. Grace engages 

in leadership training for women in Cameroon, 

the Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, 

Namibia, Tanzania and Zimbabwe, where she 

is based in the city of Harare. The program’s 

objective is to empower women as peace 

builders, healers, and economic developers in 

their communities, and as leaders in their 

churches. Many of the areas served by 

regional missionaries are recovering from the 

trauma and devastation of warfare. This work 

also promotes ecumenical collaboration. 

Born in Mutoko, Zimbabwe, Grace is a member 

of the Chisipiti United Methodist Church in 

Harare. She holds a certificate from Nyadire 

Teacher’s College in Mutoko and a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in home economics and biology 

from Drury University, Springfield, Missouri. 

She began her professional career as a 

primary school teacher, and has worked for 

many years as a lecturer through the 

Zimbabwean ministry of higher education. She 

joined the staff of the United Methodist Church 

in Zimbabwe as women’s work coordinator in 

1998. 

 

She is one of six sisters born into a family with 

deep United Methodist roots in Zimbabwe. Her 

father was a United Methodist pastor and 

evangelist, although she was raised primarily 

by her mother, who worked for more than 20 

years in clinics at mission stations. It was an 

environment of prayer and strong faith. Grace 

and her sisters helped with the growing the 

family’s food, her 

mother leading the 

way into the fields 

in early morning. 

“We worked 

together in the field 

and after an hour or 

so we would go 

home for breakfast 

and get ready for 

school. Our mother taught us by example.” 

 

One of her dreams was realized when she was 

able to study in Missouri; a door opened 

through United Methodist connections. Grace 

says that her faith journey has been shaped by 

“family prayers, quiet times, reciting and 

memorizing Bible verses and reading the Bible, 

participating in community work, singing in the 

church choir, and teaching Sunday school.” 

She believes that “through Christ all things are 

possible.” 

 

She and her husband, Peter Gonda Musuka, 

have two adult children, Tafadzwa Issac and 

Munyaradzi, and they continue the strong 

emphasis on family worship and prayer. 

Grace is committed to helping people grow 

through their experience in Christ. She says: “It 

is good reason to praise the Lord when people 

find their sorrow turned to joy, illiteracy to 

literacy, insufficiency to sufficiency, and 

hopelessness turned to hope in a Christian 

environment.” 
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1.  What does the word “Lent” mean? 

  Time 

  Length 

  Sacrifice 

  Spring 

 

2. How did the early church observe Lent? 

  They remembered the mercy of Christ 

  They reconciled relationships 

  The prepared converts for baptism 

  All of the above 

 

3. When did United Methodists start the imposition  

      of ashes? 

  1877 

  1933 

  1992 

  2008 

 

4. Does the United Methodist Church have 

      official rules for observing Lent? 

  Yes, members should abstain from meat 

             on Fridays 

  Yes, members should fast once a week 

            during Lent 

  Yes, members should abstain from 

             sweets during Lent 

  None of the above 

 

5. What do United Methodists not sing at Lent? 

  Alleluia 

  Doxologies 

  “In the Garden” 

  The communion liturgy 

 

6. Many people fast during Lent. How often did 

      John Wesley fast? 

  Twice a week 

  Twice a month 

  Twice a year 

  He did not fast 

 

7. When do congregations ‘strip the Lord’s 

      Table?’ 

  At conclusion of Ash Wednesday worship 

  At conclusion of Maundy Thursday 

             worship 

  At conclusion of Good Friday worship 

  At conclusion of Holy Saturday worship 

 

8. What does INRI mean on a crucifix? 

  Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Rome 

  Nazareth, Kingdom of Jerusalem 

  Sign of the Cross 

  Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews 

 

9. Why are eggs associated with Easter? 

  They symbolize new life 

  The shell is cracked open, just as Jesus’                    

             tomb was cracked open 

  They are dyed to represent joy, just as we 

             have joy that Christ has risen 

  All of the above 

  None of the above 

 

10. Why do some churches hold Easter sunrise 

      services? 

  Jesus is sometimes called the light of the 

             world 

  The women are said to have come to the  

             tomb early in the morning 

  Easter prayer vigils often ended at sunrise 

  All of the above 

  None of the above 

 

 

 

Answers to Quiz on page 13 
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QUIZ WIZARD                 Lent & Easter Quiz 

FUN FLORIDA FACT 

No matter where you are in Florida, 

you are never more than 60 miles 

from the ocean! 



 

 

 

 

May 18-20, 2018 

UMW Assembly, Columbus, OH 

 

June 7-9, 2018 

UMC Annual Conference 

Florida Southern College, Lakeland, FL 

 

July 12-15, 2018 

Mission U 

Bethune-Cookman, Daytona Beach, FL 

 

September 7-9, 2018 

Spiritual Retreat 

Life Enrichment Center, Fruitland Park, FL 

 

September ?, 2018 

ECD Mission Study Sampler 

Host Church & Date TBD 

 

October 20, 2018 

East Central UMW District Annual Meeting 

First United Methodist Church, Oviedo, FL 

 

November 3, 2018 

Florida UMW Conference 

Annual Meeting 

Location TBA 

  

WHAT’S COMING UP? 

 

When Women Unite, 

Bold & Courageous Actions Happen! 
United Methodist Women Assembly       May 18-20, 2018 

Greater Columbus Convention Center          Columbus, Ohio 

 

Assembly 2018 will be a forum for United Methodist Women members, new friends and partners to gather, 

worship and learn about the needs of women, children and youth in the 21st century. We will be claiming our 

150-year history as women who know how to organize and serve, and are willing to be challenged to grow in 

our faith as we build deeper connections with one another, church leaders and partners in the work of justice 

for all of God’s children. Assembly will offer an incredible personal faith journey through community building, 

training for action, and visioning a movement for the future. Bold and courageous adventures await us! 

Go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org for registration information 

       $330 (includes two lunches)     

OFFICIAL REGISTRATION IS HAPPENING NOW! 
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SHINE THE LIGHT 
MARY BETHUNE-COOKMAN 

 
 
 
“Invest in the human soul,” Mary McLeod Bethune declared. “Who knows, it might 

be a diamond in the rough.” And invest Bethune did. This incredibly accomplished 

public servant founded the   school that became Bethune-Cookman College as well 

as a training school for nurses, advised the White House, founded the National 

Council of Negro Women, worked towards integration of the Red Cross and served 

four times as a delegate to General Conference. 

 

Bethune was born in South Carolina in 1875 to Sam and Patsy McLeod, both former 

slaves. She recognized the importance of access to education and devoted a 

significant portion of her life to educational issues. She founded the Daytona 

Educational and Industrial Training School for Negro Girls in 1904 in Daytona 

Beach, Florida. In 1923, it merged with the Cookman Institute and became a coeducational college. She also 

founded the Mary McLeod Hospital and Training School for Nurses in 1911, which at the time was the only 

school of its kind that served African-American women on the East Coast. 

 

In addition to her considerable educational initiatives, Bethune worked tirelessly for civil rights. During the First 

and Second World Wars, she advocated for integration of both the American Red Cross and the Women’s 

Army Auxiliary Corps. She worked extensively with the National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs, before 

founding the National Council of Negro Women in 1935. During the Roosevelt 

administration, she advised the White House on minority affairs, and after her 

death she became the first black woman to be honored with a statue in 

Washington, D.C. 

 

During Bethune’s lifetime, the predecessor denominations of The United 

Methodist Church included the Central Jurisdiction, which effectively ensured 

segregation within the church. As Methodist leaders began to work toward 

unification in the 1930s, Bethune argued vehemently  for the elimination of the 

Central Jurisdiction and a more inclusive denominational structure. She served on the Woman’s Division 

Committee on Minority Groups and Interracial Cooperation and as a delegate to General Conference four 

times. She identified proudly as “a Methodist woman in mission” until her death in 1955. 

  

SHINE THE LIGHT is a new element being added to the Trumpet 

Sound, where we will reprint an article of interest to United Methodist 

Women. This edition will feature a Legacy Story close to the hearts of 

East Central Florida United Methodist Women! 

She identified proudly 

as “a Methodist woman 

in mission” until her 

death in 1955. 
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The Sacred Secular: How God is Using the World to Shape the Church 

By Dottie Escobedo-Frank & Rob Rynders 

 

The Sacred Secular examines cultural spaces where people are experiencing something 

sacred. These places are not in the church. They’re in yoga studios, at neighborhood 

potlucks, and are TED talks. Dottie Escobedo-Frank and Roby Rynders see lessons for the 

church in these spaces. They see new ways we can convey to people that the church is uniquely sacred and 

significant and that Jesus is for them. These glimpses into the sacred-secular will inspire creative church 

leaders to set aside their assumptions about what church looks like. The Sacred Secular nurtures 

empowerment, creativity, spiritual movement, and the courage to embody the sacredness and substance of 

our faith. 

 

Massacre at Sand Creek: How Methodists were Involved in an American Tragedy 

By Gary L. Roberts 

The Sand Creek Massacre seized national attention in the winter of 1864-1865 and generated a 

controversy that still excites heated debate more than 150 years later; and Methodists have a 

special stake in the story. The governor whose policies led the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes to 

Sand Creek was a prominent Methodist layman. Colonel John Milton Chivington was a Methodist minister. 

Perhaps those were merely coincidences, but the question also remains of how the Methodist Episcopal 

Church itself responded to the massacre. Was it also somehow culpable in what happened? 

 

 

Not Worth Saving: How a Severely Handicapped Boy Transformed Lives 

By Ann L. Joyner 

Doctors told a young mother that her unborn child’s life was Not Worth Saving. With the 

determination that mother found through faith, Matthew thrived. He spoke without talking; he 

loved, laughed and made friends – without ever saying a word. Matthew was a light and a joy to 

those who encountered him. Ann Joyner shares the store of her son Matthew’s twenty-one 

grace-filled years, and unwittingly reveals how Matthew changed lives simply by being alive!  

BOOK 
NOOK 

THE BOOK NOOK 

The Book Nook is that special corner of the Trumpet Sound where we let 

you know about really great books available to United Methodist Women 

as part of the reading program. The Reading Program encourages 

members to think critically about current issues through a selection of 

member-reviewed books. It offers an excellent opportunity to deepen your 

spirituality and to broaden your understanding of our mission work. 
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On Saturday, February 24, nine members of United 

Methodist Women (Clermont) traveled to Venetian 

Gardens in Leesburg to take part in HAVENFEST, 

benefiting victims 

of domestic 

violence.  Our 

registration fee 

provided us with 

a T-shirt, lunch 

and door prize 

ticket.  We donned our purple Tees and carried 

signs along Dixie Avenue to make everyone aware 

of domestic violence.  Some of our members found 

bargain purses to buy on display by The Haven of 

Lake and Sumter Counties.  While we enjoyed a 

lunch of hamburgers or hot dogs in the Community 

Building, we had the opportunity to meet and greet 

other women in the community who were at this 

fundraiser.  Also another way to help raise funds 

was a Silent Auction with such items as:  Disney 

Tickets, Busch Garden Tickets, UF wreath, gift 

baskets with beauty products, chocolate and more.  

What fun we had enjoying the beautiful outdoors, 

camaraderie with others and promoting a mission 

(100% funds raised 

to benefit victims and 

survivors of domestic 

violence and sexual 

assault.)  For more 

information go to 

www.havenlakesumter.org.  Thank you to Noelene 

McCall, Social Action Coordinator, for informing us 

so we could participate in HAVENFEST 2018.       

 

 

The United Methodist Women at First United 

Methodist, Clermont, were pleased to present a 

check last December  to Trish Kry, Executive 

Director of Faith Neighborhood Center, located in 

South Lake County. This was in support of its 

Mission – feeding and uplifting those in need in the 

Community.  The Unit’s donation was a result of  

 

their efforts, and support by the community, for their 

Annual Holiday Bazaar Mission Fundraiser, 

November 11, 2017, in the church social hall.   The 

Center provides support to low income families and 

individuals in South Lake, including Mascotte, 

Groveland, Clermont, Minneola, and Montverde. 

 

 

 

 

Trumpet Sound                                                  First Quarter, 2018                                                          Page 7 

 

http://www.havenlakesumter.org/


Faith Neigh-

borhood Center 

was on the list of 

organizations to 

help residents 

relocating from 

Puerto Rico to 

Central Florida 

due to the devastation caused by Hurricane Irma.  

As a result,  large numbers made their way to the 

Center for help.  Usually 200-300 Christmas 

dinners are packed for families and distributed, but 

the need grew to 600 families in 2017. 

 

Since relocating to a new and larger facility, they 

now have a training room for free computer 

classes. The computers are used for clients to 

complete job applications and apply for services 

such as food stamps, Medicaid, and emergency 

assistance. 

 

Partnerships have been formed with other local 

organizations that provide services such as  

technical support and hardware to train adults in 

the computer room.  A next step will be offering a 

class to train youngsters in computer coding. 

Another partnership with South Lake Hospital offers 

classes that promote healthy cooking and eating 

habits.  This partnership is possible due to the 

Center’s relationship with Second Harvest, where 

food is purchased at huge discounts.  Some of the 

vegetables, fruits and meats purchased are used in 

the cooking classes. 

 

In addition other kinds of assistance to families are:  

food pantry, clothing/small appliances/ miscella-

neous household items, and medical support in 

conjunction with the South Lake Health Center.  

The cost of running 

the Center has 

been kept low due 

to the service of 

over 100 active 

volunteers.  Faith 

Neighborhood 

Center’s goal is to 

continue to 

increase their important services in the South Lake 

Community.  United Methodist Women at First 

United Methodist Church, Clermont, is pleased to 

be in mission with  Faith Neighborhood, now and in 

the future.   

 

Did your unit 

participate in “Get 

in THE RED 

ZONE,” as part of 

the national effort 

of United Methodist 

Women to intercept human trafficking? Noelene 

McCall, Social Action Coordinator, led the charge 

with the support of Congregational Care Pastor 

Dawn Carter for wearing red on Super Bowl 

Sunday to bring attention to this growing problem.  

Sporting events can escalate the demand for 

trafficking in persons for labor and sexual 

exploitation. Other ways that Unit members got the 

congregation involved were using flyers in the 

church bulletin to announce collection of soup cans 

and small jars of peanut butter for our red bins on 

Soup-er Bowl Sunday, February 4th. Approximately 

360 cans of soup were 

distributed between Faith 

Neighborhood Center in 

Groveland and Angels of 

Mercy in Clermont. The 100 

jars of peanut butter were 

donated to our “Feed the 

Children of South Lake 

Backpack Program.” We pray that HB167, 

concerning training hotel workers to be aware of 

sex trafficking, made it through the Judiciary 

Committee of the Florida State Legislature. 
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LAST FEBRUARY 

The First United Methodist 

Church of Oviedo, 

Daughters of Eve Circle 

members, hosted a 

Women’s Night of 

Fellowship on February 13, 

2018. Irene Schmidbauer 

and Angela Relyea, 

welcomed Andrea Kraseise 

as the evening’s guest 

speaker. Andrea is 

founder and director 

of the Sanford and 

Oviedo Crisis 

Pregnancy Centers. 

Those United 

Methodist Women who attended the evening’s 

dinner and program, brought Diapers, baby 

clothing, blankets and/or gave monetary donations 

to the Pregnancy Center.  

 

THIS APRIL 

The First United Methodist Church of Oviedo, 

United Methodist Women, most cordially invite you 

to be their guest at their next Women’s Night of 

Fellowship, to be held in the Fellowship Hall on 

April 10, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. (check in at 5:45). It’s 

the annual Linen Shower for the Florida United 

Methodist Children’s Home. They would love to 

have you join them for an evening of Christian 

fellowship, enjoy a delicious potluck dinner, and 

find out more about new programs and upcoming 

events at the Children’s Home.  

 

 

 

On February 3, 2018, an army of pie bakers 

descended on the Mount Dora Art Festival to sell 

over 1,300 mini pies and cakes. The United 

Methodist Women of the Mount Dora UMC began 

work on the project in January, with early pre-sale 

pies being delivered on January 28. Mr. & Mrs. Lyle 

Tuthill of Tavares opened up their home for the 

group to make these delectable goodies, along with 

providing all the ingredients. 

 

Sales of the pies and cakes brought in an amazing 

windfall. The majority of the funds collected will be 

used to assist two homeless shelters in Lake 

County to expand their overnight lodgings. This 

year’s efforts saw an over 40% increase over last 

year’s labors. In addition, the Unit will be helping 

other schools and organizations in the community. 

 

Lyle and Carol Tuthill are retired and have homes 

in both Tavares, and upstate New York, where they 

contribute to the same fundraiser for their Methodist 

Church up north. It’s been recently discovered that 

Carol Tuthill worked in our United Methodist 

Women National Office in New York City, and that 

is how she began working with fundraising events 

for her unit and church. Bravo and blessings to the 

Tuthills and all the members of the Mount Dora 

United Methodist Women for their sterling efforts 

contributing to missions with women, children and 

youth in Lake County.
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BRIEFING FOR SOCIAL ACTION COORDINATORS 
On March 6, the National Office of United Methodist 

Women hosted a “webinar” (simply put, a live 

seminar available on the web) on the four Social 

Justice Issue Priorities for 2017-2020. The webinar 

was presented by Carol Barton, Executive for 

Community Action, based at the Church Center for 

the United Nations. Some snapshots of the briefing 

included: 

 

Climate Justice – the National Office is looking at 

the energy, electricity and transportation sectors, 

with a focus on reducing emissions and moving 

toward renewable energy. At the General Assembly 

in Columbus, OH (May 18-20, 2018), participants 

will learn about Chevron – the #2 biggest polluter in 

the U.S. 

 

Criminalization of Communities of Color and 

Mass Incarceration – this issue led to the term 

“School to Prison Pipeline,” which turned our 

education system away from actually educating to 

corporate discipline, arrests, and disparities in the 

juvenile justice system. 

 

Economic Inequality – today 1% of the population 

has 40% of the wealth. The gap between minimum 

wage and a living wage is a women’s issue, an 

economic issue, a racial justice issue and an 

immigrant’s rights issue. Women are 46% of the 

total workforce, but make up 75% of low-wage 

workers. 

 

Maternal & Child Health – More mothers die in the 

United States from complications during pregnancy 

and childbirth than in any other developed country. 

Forty-one percent of those deaths were 

preventable. 

 

 

 

OUR DISTRICT SOCIAL ACTION COORDINATOR – PAM ANDERS 

Meet your East Central District Social Action 

Coordinator! Her name is Pam Anders and she has 

attended United Methodist Women at First United 

Methodist Church (Clermont) since 2010. Her 

background in United Methodist Women has 

involved work in Education and Interpretation, and 

Social Action at Grace United Methodist Church, 

Merritt Island, along with holding the offices of vice  

 

 

president and circle leader 

at First UMC (Clermont). 

Pam’s roots in United 

Methodist Women began at 

First UMC (Plant City) many 

years ago, where her 

maternal grandmother was 

a member in Mary 

 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 WITH SOCIAL ACTION? 
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OUR DISTRICT SOCIAL ACTION COORDINATOR                                                 (Continued from page 10) 

 

Margaret Circle of the Women’s Society of 

Christian Service (WSCS to the old timers). Her 

mother was a member of the Wesleyan Service 

“Guild,” an evening circle. 

 

Her journey in United Methodist Women has 

involved prayer, education, service and action, but 

Pam says, “I still have miles to go continuing to 

learn, serve and act. It is my hope that as Social 

Action Coordinator, we can journey together.” 

 

Pam says that the emphasis for social action is now 

on advocating, serving and acting on behalf of our 

current Quadrennium 2017-2020 priority issues: 

 

 Climate Justice 

 Maternal and Child Health 

 Criminalization of Communities of Color 

 Economic Inequality 

 

In addition, we must focus on human trafficking, 

global migration, domestic violence, climate 

change, health care and food justice. While Pam 

clearly states, “we have our work cut out for us,” 

there are also baby steps we can take: 

 

1. Sign up for Action Alerts at 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/actionalert  

2. Subscribe to Coalition of Immokalee 

Workers (CIW) at 

organize@allianceforfairfood.org  

3. Contact Florida Abolitionist (anti-human 

trafficking non-profit) at 

www.floridaabolitionist.org

 

THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILILTIES 

URGE YOUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES TO VOTE NO ON THE 

 ADA EDUCATION AND REFORM ACT – PUT YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION! 

 

Sharon McCart, Chairperson, Disability Ministries Committee, The United Methodist Church 

 

More than 27 years ago, Congress enacted the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Now, they’re 

considering the ADA Education and Reform Act 

(HR620), which weakens this landmark bill and 

undermines the civil rights of people with 

disabilities. 

 

The ADA already considers business needs. Yet, 

the proposed bill would give businesses even more 

time to comply with the ADA. On top of that, the 

new legislation would remove the consequences of 

noncompliance. This discriminates against people 

with disabilities, excluding them from free access to 

shopping, dining out and any other activity that 

others can enjoy freely. 

 

Some of these businesses have already been in 

violation of the law for over a quarter of a century. 

They don’t need more time and weaker 

enforcement. Its supporters tout the reform as a 

response to lawsuits that result in people getting 

wealthy from excessive monetary damage awards 

and unscrupulous lawyers earning substantial sums 

of cash. 

 

In fact, those awards are only allowed in a few 

states, and the proposal will not stop them. Courts 

already have the power to prevent frivolous lawsuit 

and any other rare abuses. The Reform Act will not 

strengthen or improve those existing laws. 
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THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES                                            (Continued from page 11) 

 

The ADA Education and Reform Act prioritizes the 

profits and convenience of businesses over the civil 

rights of people with disabilities. The bill has 

already passed in the House of Representatives. 

We must stop it in the Senate. Please call or write 

your senators and urge them to vote NO on HR620. 

 

For more information on HR620, please visit the 

websites of the following groups: 

 American Association of People with 

Disabilities 

 The Arc: For People with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities 

 Disability Rights Education and Defense 

Fund 

 RespectAbility

 

 

THE TRAGEDY IN PARKLAND, FLORIDA 

Have no idea how to respond to the mass shooting 

at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School on 

February 14, 2018? Bishop Ken Carter, Florida 

Conference of the United Methodist Church, began 

to think about how we might respond, and out of 

that came a call to action known as “5,000 Letters.” 

The members of the East Central District of United 

Methodist Women are encouraged to heed this call 

by visiting the website www.5000letters.com for 

information on how to contact your state and 

federal representatives and ask them to enact 

stricter regulations on the sale of guns. Or, you can 

compose a letter along the lines of the sample 

provided below, approved by Bishop Carter, and 

send copies of it to all your representatives. 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear 

 

     I am a member of the (insert your unit’s name), (city name), Florida. As a member of the United Methodist Church, I 

believe that we must put an end to gun violence. Violence, in so many ways, is fueled by fear and self-protection. Yet, 

genuine peace and security are given to all people by God after the weapons of violence are transformed into instruments of 

peace. Then culture as well as weapons will be transformed. 

     Tragic mass shootings, like the one that occurred on February 14, at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School are 

unacceptable. The last five months alone now account for three of the ten deadliest mass shootings in the United States – 

including 17 so far in 2018 alone. 

     It is time to ban weapons of war, including assault weapons and large capacity magazines. We need gun control now that 

will save American lives. Thoughts and prayers are not enough. I am calling for your ACTION as my (senator, legislative 

representative or governor) to save our children and begin looking for real solutions to end the increasing gun violence. As 

part of the initiative to end the gun violence, we need to have greater access to services for those suffering from mental 

illness and prohibiting those with serious mental illness from purchasing a gun. We need to establish a national minimum 

age of 21 years for a fund purchase or possession. We need to strengthen laws to aid law enforcement to allow actions to be 

taken when questions are raised about individuals threatening the community with violence. 

     Micah’s prophetic dream speaks of a time when all peoples will journey to God’s presence so God “may teach us his 

ways and that we may walk in his paths.” (4:2) Micah describes God as the final judge and the nations will travel to God’s 

presence out of their desire to live in peace without violence and bloodshed. Work to fulfill the dream and bring an end to 

the violence and bloodshed! 

 

Sincerely yours, 
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QUIZ WIZARD 

ANSWERS 
 

1. Spring 

2. All of the above 

3. 1992 

4. None of the above 

5. Alleluia 

6. Twice a week 

7. At the conclusion 

of Maundy              

Thursday worship 

8. Jesus the 

Nazarene, King of 

the Jews 

9. All of the above 

10. All of the above 

 

Quiz Wizard – Page  3 

DQDDDDDDUIZ DDWIZARD 
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     United Methodist Women Mission Giving and special 

offerings make mission happen! Mission Giving is United 

Methodist Women members’ second- and third-mile gifts 

beyond their tithes and offerings in their local churches. More 

than $10 million annually was allocated for U.S. and 

international mission for the projects supported by United 

Methodist Women from 2016 to 2018.  

 

     In the United States, Mission Giving provides vital support 

for United Methodist Women-related national mission 

institutions and other U.S. ministries as well as spiritual growth 

programs, membership nurture and opportunities for leadership 

development, mission education and service and advocacy. 

 

     Internationally, United Methodist Women supports some 150 

programs, carried out by up to 116 organizations in more than 

110 countries annually. Mission Giving also provides 

scholarships to more than 73 students enrolled in institutions of 

higher education in 18 countries. 

 

     United Methodist Women also supports eight regional 

missionaries. Their work reaches 49 countries and the 

Caribbean and focuses on gender justice, economic 

empowerment, restorative justice work with women in jail, and 

leadership development for women and youth. Regional 

missionaries partner with Methodist and United Methodist 

women groups on organizational development, mission 

education, spiritual growth opportunities and education. Their 

direct work with other women’s societies, ecumenical 

organizations and grassroots groups enables these partners to 

identify for United Methodist Women what programs are 

needed in their countries. 

 

     Grants disclosures, income reports, treasurer’s reports, 

financial statements and annual reports can all be found at 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finance. Your gracious giving 

changes lives for women, children, youth and families down the 

street and around the world. 

 
(Reprinted with permission: Response magazine, February 2018) 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
Any woman who indicates her desire 

to belong and to participate in the 

global mission of the church is 

welcome to become a member of 

United Methodist Women. 



 

   

Page 14                                                       First Quarter, 2018                                                  Trumpet Sound 

 

 By Janet Blume 

ECD Education & Interpretation     

 

When I first joined United Methodist 

Women, I would get asked, “Have you 

been to Mission U?” I would answer, 

“What’s Mission U?” Well, I’m going to tell 

you everything you need to know about 

Mission U! It offers three mission studies 

each year – a geographical, topical, and 

spiritual growth study. At Mission U, local 

leaders (that’s you and me) are trained to 

lead one or two of the mission studies. 

Then we share what we learned by 

teaching mission studies in our district and 

in our unit. These studies are intended to 

motivate, inform, and enrich our 

commitment to global ministry. There are 

also programs for youth and children, so 

you can bring your whole family! 

 

This year’s Mission U will be held on July 

12-15, 2018, at Bethune-Cookman 

University in Daytona Beach, Florida. The 

studies being offered this year include: 

 

Spiritual Growth: Embracing Wholeness 

Geographic: Missionary Conferences of 

the United Methodist Church in the U.S. 

 

 

 

Issue Study: What About Our Money? 

Children’s Study: Money Matters 

Youth Study: Is It Just Money? 

 

     You choose two studies each year 

(Bonus: the mission study books count for 

the Reading Program, too!) 

 

While at Mission U, you will be staying in 

the University’s dormitories (so you can 

relive your college days) and eating in the 

University’s dining facility. They have lots 

of choices, so everyone leaves the meals 

satisfied. Different buildings are used on 

campus for classes, plenary sessions 

(fancy word for when we all get together), 

and chapel – so be prepared to walk (they 

do have golf carts for those who need 

assistance). Don’t miss the Youth Talent 

Show (you will leave there smiling)! 

 

So, if you want to grow spiritually, learn 

about relevant issues, find books, 

resources and creative ideas, share meals 

and fellowship, then meet me at Mission U 

on July 12-15, 2018. If you have any 

questions about the event, please feel free 

to email janet.blume.umw@gmail.com. 

 

The United Methodist Women at First United Methodist Church (FUMC) Clermont, will be 

hosting a mission study on the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference on Saturday, April 

28, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. The unit is collaborating with the Committee on Native American 

Ministries (CONAM) to provide authentic Native American music, snacks and educators. If 

you have native American ancestry, dress for the occasion. You will not want to miss this 

exciting mission enrichment experience! The program is still being finalized, so if you would 

like more information or a registration form (when available), please call Janet Blume at 443-

253-7668 or email janet.blume.umw@gmail.com. Hope to see you all on April 28! 

mailto:janet.blume.umw@gmail.com


In Loving Memory of 

Glenda Gayle Goodman 
 

 

Glenda Gayle Goodman went to be with “her Jesus” early on February 17, 

2018, leaving behind a grieving family and church friends to celebrate 

her life at a memorial service on February 21. She was born in rural 

Mississippi on February 19, 1939 and later married William Goodman. 

Together they raise three daughters, Cheryl, Frances and Paige. 

 

Although Bill passed away in 2003, Gayle went on to help raise their 

six grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. She had a deep and 

abiding faith in God and His Son. Her life was dedicated to following 

their teachings, and to serving and helping others. 

 

The couple joined Flagler Beach United Methodist Church in 1996, and 

both served on many committees. She was chair of the administrative 

council for 11 years, as well as serving in all the other offices except 

trustee. She was very active in United Methodist Women, serving as 

District President (2008-2009), Committee on Nominations, and as 

Coordinator of Membership, Nurture and Outreach. 

 

Gayle loved music, played the piano and organ, and always sang in her 

church choir. Although she will be missed, it brings joy to her family 

and friends knowing that she is with her Lord and Savior. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The East 

Central District 

Leadership 

Team 
 
Melba Swagler 
President 
melbaswagler@gmail.com 
352.805.5884 
 
Diane Abresky 
Secretary 
dabresky@gmail.com 
863.557.2593 
 
Mary Ann Murray 
Treasurer 
maryann2936@aol.com 
407.321.0706 
 
Nancy Siebert 
Chair, CON 
nssiebert@cfl.rr.com 
386.532.1564 
 
Kelly Denaro 
Program Resources 
kellydenaro@gmail.com 
407-687-3384 
 
Phoebe Lustre 
Membership 
lustrephoebe@gmail.com 
407.322.5869 
 
Pam Anders 
Social Action 
lynnanders@cfl.rr.com 
352.242.2895 
 
Lisa Oelschlager 
Communications 
lisa.oelschlager.umw 
   @gmail.com 
386.479.6508 
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As of July 1, 2017, the East Central District has a 

total of 65 churches, one new church start and four 

missions. Our district now covers Orange, Osceola, 

Seminole, and parts of Volusia, Lake and Polk 

counties. 

 

 
 

 


