
Retreat Leaders for February 16-18, 2018 
 
Keynote Speaker – Rev. Geraldine McClellan 

Reverend McClellan has been a director of the Foundation since June, 2011. 
Rev. McClellan is currently serving as the Senior Pastor at Mt. Pleasant 
United Methodist Church. Prior to serving on the Foundation she served as 
the District Superintendent of the Gainesville District /North Central District 
for eight years, and Pastor of Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church (1988-
2000). Rev. McClellan is the Pastor of Mt. Pleasant United Methodist 
Church, and is known throughout the United Methodist connection as a 
Retreat speaker, Bible Study Leader, and Preacher. 

 
Bible Study Leader – Sarah Baldridge 

A native of Kentucky, Sarah Baldridge has spent over 30 years of her life 
living and serving here in Florida as a wife, mother, teacher, and pastor’s 
spouse.  Sarah graduated from Murray State University with a BS in special 
education in the area of learning/behavioral disorders. Her passion for 
teaching has always been a constant in her life.  She has taught in the public 
and private school, preschool, and all ages in numerous church and retreat 
settings. She now leads adults, especially women, in practical Bible studies 
and applying God’s truths in our everyday life.  Laughter is a big part of her 
and she loves to delight in sharing His word and sharing the JOY of Christian 

living.  Sarah is married to Rev. Dave Baldridge and has 3 children and more importantly, a Ya-
Ya to her 5 grandchildren.(whoo-hoo). She resides in Palm Harbor, Fl. and is a member of Palm 
Harbor United Methodist church where her husband pastors. 
 
Music Leader – Cindy Cleveland 

Casey & Cindy Cleveland have been blessed with the opportunities to lead 
worshippers into the presence of God for over 15 years. While individually 
they are very talented doing events and services for Men's & Women's 
conferences, together they have joined forces to usher in the Power of God at 
LifeChurch Lakeland. 
Casey & Cindy have 4 beautiful children, Solomon 5, Isaac 3, and Selah 
who is already in the presence of the Lord and little baby Daniel. 

 
Devotion Leader – Kim Fisackerly- “Devotion” (Saturday AM)  

Kim Fisackerly is new to the Design Team this year, but served previously in 
the 90's. She was born in Charleston, WV, but moved to Miami when she 
was 3. She met her husband, Bill, while serving on team at the UM 
Children's Camp, when it was in Brandon, FL. They married in 1984, and 
have 3 grown children (Bethany, Ally, and Wil). They are now "empty-
nesters" with just their cat, Lucy, at home. As a United Methodist pastor's 
wife, Kim has served in many different capacities alongside her husband at 

his appointments in Deltona, Sopchoppy/Ochlockonee Bay, Estero, Gulf Cove (Pt Charlotte), 



and currently at St. James in New Tampa. She loves music, drama, and teaching/leading small 
groups whenever and wherever she can. Women's ministries have always been her passion. Kim 
has also worked for Weight Watchers as a leader (and many other roles) for the past 20 years. 

Devotion Leader – Mary Best “Devotion” (Sunday AM) 
Mary Best has been privileged to be a part of the Women's Retreat Design 
Team for 15 years. She loves greeting and serving all the women who attend 
and is always in awe of how the Lord moves in their lives over the weekend. 
Mary has lived in north Merritt Island for 36 years in her log cabin house. 
She has been married to her husband Mark for 37 years and has a grown son 
Sam and daughter Kimberly. She loves quilting, knitting, cross stitching, 
camping, and spending time with her grandchildren Emma, Jacob, and 
Rowan. 
 

 
Enrichment Leader –Margie Anderson “Hymn Sing”  

Margie Anderson has been making music since the 70’s.  She directed high 
school choirs for over 25 years in Polk County Public Schools and enjoyed 
10 years as the director of Disney’s Candlelight Processional Cast Choir.  
Margie has been a home school mom, preschool music (piano & voice 
teacher), church secretary and recently returned to First Methodist School in 
Bartow to teach 2nd graders.  “Jesus is the reason we sing!  When we sing the 
hymns which have stood the test of time, they not only bring us closer to our 
God, but also remind us of the experiences of the ‘great cloud of witnesses’ 
who led us to Him.”  Margie lives in Bartow with her husband John and son 

John Neil and 4 adorable kittens. 
Join Margie as she leads us in singing our favorite hymns.  
 
Enrichment Leader– Rev. Alexis Talbott- “Abundant Joy”  

Alexis Talbott is sixth generation pastor (yes six…good stock!) in her 
family! During her fourteen years in full time ministry she has been pruned 
often by God! In 1992 she gave it all up to take a sabbatical and listen even 
more intensely to God’s call on her life. She’ll never be the same! 
Alexis is currently serving her fourth year at First United Methodist, St. 
Cloud! And she loves it! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Enrichment Leader – Karen Sutherland “Restoration”  
Karen Sutherland is a former member and Chair of the Design Team and has 
been attending the Women’s retreats since 1991.  She has had the joy and 
privilege of sharing as Devotional Leader and as Enrichment Speaker over 
many of her years of attendance. Karen’s life was radically changed when 
she surrendered her life to Jesus on this Holy Ground.  She constantly lives 
her life, with these song lyrics, as her testimony, “All I had to offer Him was 
brokenness and strife, but HE made something beautiful of my life.” 
Karen worked as Medical Assistant for 16 years and also served as a Lay 

Pastor for a small Methodist church in Lake Butler for 3 years.  She is a freelance writer and 
writes weekly devotions for her church, Grace United Methodist Church in Gainesville.  She also 
leads Bible Studies to include the Book of Daniel and Revelation. 
She has been married to her husband, Gary for 45 years and is looking forward to his retirement. 
They recently downsized from a two-story home to a 5th wheel camper as they prepare to travel 
in the very near future. 
She is blessed by her three adult children and their spouses.  However, one of her greatest joys is 
her 9 amazing grandchildren.  How much fun to have eight boys and one priceless princess to 
love on! 
Karen enjoys reading and studying in order to help others understand and love the Word of God. 
Karen will be leading an Enrichment entitled, Fixer Upper.  She hopes to share how we are in 
need of a renovation in our lives.  As we allow the Lord to restore us; we will experience 
freedom.  Please join Karen as she hopes to guide you through a process which has worked 
immensely in her life. 
 
Enrichment Leader – Debbie White “Claiming Freedom”  

Debbie White was born in New Jersey where she grew up, married her 
husband Jamie, and began her family. She has 3 sons, Wesley, AJ and Troy 
and 3 grandchildren, Trayton, Addison and Baylor.  
She moved to Florida in 1996 and lived in Englewood until 2010 at which 
time she moved to Sarasota and currently resides in Bradenton.  
Debbie is a member of the United Methodist Church and attends St. James 
in Sarasota. Her passion is her Healing Ministry.  
Debbie has been working in women’s ministries since 2004 when she began 
serving in the Emmaus Community and was Lay Director of the Women’s 

Walk to Emmaus in 2012. She has led numerous Women’s Bible Studies, Co-led an Intimacy 
with Jesus Workshop, Hosted Beth Moore Simulcasts for the community in 2013 & 2014 and 
was a member of the Women’s Retreat Design Team from 2014-2016. Most recently God called 
her to a Healing Ministry where she attended Christian Healing Ministry’s School of Healing 
Prayer, Levels 1-4 in 2016 and volunteers weekly at The Healing Rooms of Manatee.  
Enrichment: Claiming Personal Freedom Hebrews 4:16 Let us then approach the throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
 
 
 
 



Enrichment Leader – Suzanne Wilson – Exercise  
Suzanne Wilson loves to dance! She competed in the 2000 UCWDC Line 
Dancing World Championships, and has taught dance for the past 14 
years in both Central Florida, and around the world. She has instructed at 
SeaWorld's BBQ weekends, the Florida Dance Stampede, Florida HOSA, 
The Florida Masters Line Dance Event, Fun In The Sun, Disney's College 
Program parties, The Barn In Sanford, Jesse Black's Saloon, Rodeo's of 
Mt Dora and traveled with Scooter Lee's International Dancing For The 
Dream organization. She currently teaches in Mt. Dora at the American 
Legion and in Orlando at Cowboys.  

Suzanne holds a bachelor degree in communication from the University of Alabama, and her 
master degree in Instructional Design from Full Sail University. She is currently an instructor at 
Full Sail, teaching Creative Presentation to all incoming students.  
Suzanne loves to work with anyone who wants to learn line dancing and looks forward to sharing 
line dancing with friends and family for many, many years to come!  
Enrichment: Line Dance. Join Suzanne as she leads a Line Dance class and allows you a time 
of fun and exercise. 
 
Enrichment Leader – Darlene Waller – Make –It- Take- It  

Born in Maumee, Ohio in 1951 but always hated cold weather so moved to 
Jacksonville, Florida in 1973 where she went to Nursing School and met her 
future husband at Methodist Hospital.  Married Rev. David T Waller in 
Miami in 1976 and started her 31 year journey as a Methodist Minister's 
Clergy Spouse and was widowed in 2007.  Her nursing career of 33 years 
was ICU/CCU and ER for several years in Jacksonville, Miami, Tampa, 
Lake Worth, and Melbourne.  Then in Long Term Care as a floor nurse, five 
years in nursing education as Staff Development Coordinator, and retired as 
Director of Nursing in Sanford in 2008.  She has also owned and operated 
“Crafts by Darlene” since 1986.  Darlene enjoys doing a variety of crafts 

and teaching others the creativity.   She has taught several craft classes at the Clergy Mates 
Retreat including Rub Out Painting, Spa Baskets, foam art, “gifts in a jar”, towel origami, mesh 
wreaths, candle making, etc. 
She moved to The Villages in 2008 where she enjoys golf, bowling, the nurses club, craft shows 
and many other activities.  She attends New Covenant United Methodist Church there. 
  



 
Retreat Leaders for March 9 - 11, 2018 

 
Keynote Speaker – Rev. Vidalis Lopez 

Rev. Vidalis Lopez is the Associate Pastor at First United Methodist 
Church of Coral Gables.  Rev. Lopez comes from a pastoral and 
missionary tradition as a second generation United Methodist pastor. Her 
formative years fostered a call into ministry - living in Panama as her parents 
served as missionaries/church planters for eight years. She served Iglesia 
Metodista Unida Nueva Vida (UM Hispanic Church) in Ocala for over five 
years, carrying out roles in children, youth, worship & the arts, discipleship, 
leadership development, and preaching.  

 
Bible Study Leader – Rev. Diane R. Gutierrez 

Rev. Diane R. Gutierrez is a Local Pastor serving at Silver Palm UMC in 
Homestead, Florida.  She has been serving in ministry since 2000.  She 
began as a Supply Pastor and then was licensed.  She has a great love for 
the Lord and for the people of God.  She loves to preach and teach showing 
the relevance of the scripture to today’s time.  Diane is married to her 
Cuban husband for 46 years and she had one daughter and has two 
grandsons.  She was born and raised in Western New York.  She came to 
Miami when she was 13.  Diane believes your faith grows when you step 
out of the boat and walk on water! 

 
Music Leader – Casey Culbreth 

Casey Page Culbreth is a worship leader and Masters of Divinity student at 
Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky.  She coordinates the 
contemporary music for Asbury’s chapel services and leads worship for 
churches, conferences, and para-church ministries throughout the United 
States. A native Kentuckian, Casey previously served in local church 
worship ministry and taught high school English. 
Casey is passionate about cultivating worship environments where people 
freely encounter, enjoy, and respond to the God who graciously pursues 
each one of us. 

 
Devotion Leader – Cynthia J. Ulrich “Devotion” (Sat. AM) 

Cynthia Ulrich joined the Design Team in 2016.  Cynthia is a native of 
Warner Robins, GA and now lives in Valrico, FL.  In June of 1989, she 
married Andy Ulrich and lives with one golden retriever (Simon), one 
yellow lab puppy (Hope) and four Parrots (Gracie, Bubba, Punky and 
Kiwi).   
Following college, she worked as a Software Development Engineer for 
the Department of Defense, and Fortune 500 Companies like Ernest & 
Julio Gallo Winery, Southwestern Bell Communications, and GenAmerica 
/ MetLife.  Cynthia currently works at the Department of Veteran’s Affairs 



as the Master Veteran Index Lead Software Quality Assurance Analyst where she designs, 
develops and test software for customers in the Health Care Identity Management and Veteran’s 
Benefits sections. Cynthia and Andy have hosted a Friday night Bible Study in their home for the 
past seven years.  Andy serves as a Lay-Pastor at New Hope Dover Campus Methodist Church 
and Cynthia is very active in her church’s mission’s outreach:  she tutors Math on Wednesday 
nights to at risk teenage girls, teaches a ladies’ Bible Study at the church and leads a Healing 
Ministry.  
 
Devotion Leader – Suzanne Raines “Devotion” (Sun. AM) 

Suzanne Raines graduated from Cocoa Beach High School, FL in June 1970. 
She retired from the Air Force in 2002. She used the in-service GI Bill to 
obtain a bachelor’s degree in Religion from St. Leo College in 1985 and in 
1988 received her master’s degree in Human Services Administration with a 
concentration in Pastoral Ministries from St Edwards University, Austin, TX. 
After retiring from the Air Force, she spent almost 10 years in Mora, Sweden 
before returning to the United States. She is a member of the First United 
Methodist Church in Homosassa, where she serves on the Think Tank, Drama 

Team and is a Communion Server and Stephen Minister. Suzanne also regularly attends 
Wednesday and Friday morning Bible Studies following up those sessions by conducting her 
outreach ministry at the West Citrus Elks Lodge as a volunteer server. She is active in the Citrus 
County Snippet Organization helping obtain low-cost spay and neuter services for pets in her 
county. She begins six mornings a week with a one-hour walk. In her spare time, Suzanne plays 
Pinochle, Hand and Foot, Sheepshead, Spades and Hearts whenever she can get up a game.  
 
Accompanist – Margie Anderson “Hymn Sing” (Auditorium Sat AM) 

Margie Anderson has been making music since the 70’s.  She directed high 
school choirs for over 25 years in Polk County Public Schools and enjoyed 
10 years as the director of Disney’s Candlelight Processional Cast Choir.  
Margie has been a home school mom, preschool music (piano & voice 
teacher), church secretary and recently returned to First Methodist School in 
Bartow to teach 2nd graders.  “Jesus is the reason we sing!  When we sing the 
hymns which have stood the test of time, they not only bring us closer to our 
God, but also remind us of the experiences of the ‘great cloud of witnesses’ 
who led us to Him.”  Margie lives in Bartow with her husband John and son 
John Neil and 4 adorable kittens. 

Join Margie as she leads us in singing our favorite hymns.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enrichment Leader –Nancy Ping “Make –It- Take- It”  
Nancy Ping began her work with jewelry and gemstones back in 1991 after she 
was hired as the first female on-air talent for Shop at Home Network. While 
gaining considerable on-air experience, Nancy developed a show that featured 
high-end jewelry. Her passion for gemstones was to prove the foundation of 
things to come. While still with Shop at Home, Nancy became a founding 
partner and president of M&N Companies, Inc. She was responsible for 
designing, manufacturing and importing fine jewelry from custom one-of a-
kind pieces and limited editions to multiples. During this time, Nancy received 
her GIA certification in cultured pearls and colored gemstones. Nancy has 

successfully marketed her jewelry designs on the national television shopping networks such as 
Shop at Home Network, Home Shopping Network, Shop NBC, Jewelry Television and the Gem 
Shopping Network. Some of the highly sought after collections that she has created are 
Pearlfection®, The Signature Series, The World Class Collection, Gemstones of the Holy Bible 
(patent pending) and Gematherapy®. "In my career, I have been so blessed to share unique 
jewelry at affordable prices for my clients." Nancy has a worldwide clientele for her custom 
designed pearl and gemstone jewelry. Her specialty involves creating pieces that include stories 
and inspiration to the wearer. "If you have a piece of jewelry that is well made and has good 
quality stones, it becomes so much more than just wearable art. Whether it is a signature piece of 
the person who wears it or marks a special moment in time, it can actually be an heirloom in the 
making as well as a source of joy. To be remotely part of that is truly special for me."  
Currently, you can see Nancy on the Liquidation Channel. Further, Nancy’s latest project, 
www.livingwithzen.com , is a combination of stories for “inspired living” as well as products 
that she has shared throughout the years with her worldwide client base. “Aging is inevitable, but 
“growing old” is not.” 
 
Enrichment Leafer –Mary Ashcraft “Claiming Freedom”  

My name is Mary Ashcraft and I serve the saints at Joining Hands Mission 
in Holiday.  Our name says it all; we are a mission outreach to a very diverse 
community.  I have been blessed to serve with them since 2011, ask any of 
them “who is the church?” And they know THEY ARE THE CHURCH.  I 
have been married to Jim for almost thirty years, a mother of three grown 
daughters, grandmother to thirteen grandchildren and have six great 
grandchildren. So, you can see I am very blessed. 
I was also blessed to serve on the Design Team for three years; this time was 
a blessing as I worked on my call to Ministry.   

I look forward to sharing some restoration ideas and hearing some of your ideas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enrichment Leader – Rev. Sheryl Marks-Williams “Abundant Joy”  
Sheryl Marks-Williams is an elder of the Florida Conference who is 
currently on educational leave to pursue a PhD in Intercultural Studies at 
Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky.  She has found that listening to 
and obeying God is the key toward finding and living in peace.  She has a 
passion for engaging others with the transforming love of Jesus Christ, and 
helping them on the journey toward peace with God, with others and within 
themselves.  Reading and traveling allows her to space to be re-created.  For 
the past 14 years she has shared life with her husband, Fred and her two step-

children.  She is eagerly anticipating what God will do in all of us this weekend. 
   
Enrichment Leader – Rev. Debbie Nelson “Restoration” 

After 15 years of full-time pastoral ministry in the United Methodist Church, 
Debbie Nelson currently serves as the founder and director of What If 
Ministries (a ministry of inner dealing and Christian freedom) located in 
Brooksville, Florida.  The ministry was born when Debbie asked and 
experienced the following… “What if God can take what was and is in my 
life and bring what can be?”  Delivered from a past of pain and abuse herself, 
Debbie finds tremendous joy in seeing Jesus heal and transform lives. In 
addition to healing prayer sessions, Debbie enjoys speaking at retreats, 

leading the Healing Academy (a one day healing seminar that gives an overview to steps in 
healing in Christ) and preaching at local churches and in prison.  Debbie lives in Sprint Hill, 
Florida with her family and cat Jake.  She never misses an opportunity to see and be a part of the 
Holy Spirit’s moving at our Leesburg Women’s Retreats. 
 
Enrichment Leader –Joyce Woodrow “Exercise”  

Over the years, Joyce has had the privilege to be involved with other Gyms 
locally, as a member.  After receiving her certifications, she turned her focus 
on teaching others to stay STRONG with Silver Sneakers.  During that time, 
she was able to start FFLM’s, as a total Group Fitness Community a “no 
MACHINES JUST YOU program.”  Joyce felt the need for a program that 
focuses on the Total Body Wellness, not just the physical part of getting FIT.  
Therefore, FFLM was created, where we get FIT physically, mentally, 
socially and spiritually.  She wanted people to feel valued and worthy to be a 
part of a program that truly does care about their wellness.  FFLM has given 

Joyce the opportunity to work with others in this community, where she absolutely LOVES her 
JOB!!!  “You have to have the heart for it.  You’re not just showing them an exercise; you’re 
there with them and give them your everything to help improve their lives.  It’s extremely 
rewarding to see the true impact your work has on someone’s life.” Certified AFAA, AFAA 
Personal Trainer, AFAA Group Fitness Instructor, FLEX Certified, Classic/MSROM I & II, 
Cardio/Cardio Fit, Cardio Circuit, Silver Splash, Silver Yoga, Silver Stress Reduction/Stretch, 
Senior Longevity Care/Fitness and Wellness, Fall Prevention & Safety, CPR/AED/First Aid, 
Certified Tai Chi Instructor/Arthritis Fall Prevention. 


