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FOCUS ON…

Missions – Zimbabwe

As part of the Trumpet Sound’s ongoing series
on women in mission, the focus this issue is on
work being accomplished in Africa.

In Zimbabwe, widows and orphans are often at
risk for poverty after the death of a husband or
father when relatives take the deceased person's
possessions, sometimes forcefully, often without the knowledge of other
family members. The United Methodist Church in Zimbabwe’s Ministry
with Women, Children and Youth department is addressing the issue in
workshops that equip the community with information.

“We have a workshop on wills and inheritance laws to empower
vulnerable people so they can stand up for their rights or be the voice of
the voiceless,” said Tendai Rebecca Gurupira, coordinator of the Ministry with Women, Children and
Youth. “Our presenters explained that there is a need for serious legal awareness. Women should not
let everything be done by men. Workshop participants learn how to create a will or family trust and
how to enact these instruments upon the death of a spouse or parent. The women and youth were
also encouraged to engage in some income-generating activity to improve their living conditions.
United Methodist Women across Africa are addressing issues that impact the lives of women,
children and youth each day; issues like education, poverty and economic development. Too
often these issues of critical concern to women are not on the table
when public and church policies are set. But women can and must
change that, said Pauline Muchina, director of the United Methodist
Board of Church and Society’s Healthy Families, Healthy Planet
program. The mission work of United Methodist Women in the U.S.
continues to support these essential efforts in Africa.



ELMIRA SELLU is a United Methodist
Women’s Regional Missionary with Women,
Children and Youth. Based in Sierra Leone,
she serves as coordinator for the United
Methodist Women's Leadership Development
for Women's Programs in the West Africa
Central Conference and the East Africa Annual
Conference.
Mrs. Sellu describes her work, "I work with
women and children in the East Africa Annual
Conference, comprised of Kenya, Uganda,
Burundi, Rwanda, and Sudan. I hold
workshops on leadership development and on
current issues that affect the lives of women
and children, such as HIV/AIDS, women and
children’s health, child survival and
development, violence against women, the girl
child in Africa, environmental issues and peace
education. I also work in the area of poverty
alleviation for women through the initiating of
and the ensuring of effective management and
sustainability of income generating projects.
Networking and advocacy with other women’s
organizations are also part of what I do."
A native of Sierra Leone, Elmira and her family
were forced to leave their country during the
civil unrest in 1997, and fled to Guinea. Her
experiences during that time had an impact not
only on her own life, but also on the women
with whom she lived. She reflects, "As a
refugee I was able to mobilize women refugees
in Conakry, Guinea. Small-scale business
enterprises were started and that changed the
lives of many women in a strange land."
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Of her work, she shares, "I have been able to
cater for refugee school children living in
Nairobi who otherwise would be out of school
today. Also, during the practical session of one
of my workshops we were able to detect three
women who were living with breast cancer
without knowing it. Treatment was given on
time and danger averted."
Elmira has been coordinator of Leadership
Development for Women in the East Africa
Annual Conference since 1999, based in
Nairobi, Kenya and more recently in Kampala,
Uganda. Previously, she was coordinator for
United Methodist Women in Sierra Leone from
1993-1999. She also
served as associate
Lay Leader for the
Sierra Leone Annual
Conference from
1996-1998 and of
King Memorial United
Methodist Church in
Freetown from 19881992. She is currently the vice president of the
West Africa Area of the World Federation of
Methodist and Uniting Church Women.
She earned a diploma in women's leadership in
1994 from the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation
in Kitwe, Zambia, a certification as a 'higher
teacher' in 1975 from Milton Margai Teacher's
College in Sierra Leone, and a Bachelor of Arts
in Human and Social Studies from the
University of South Africa in 2013. Elmira has
three adult children: Wuyatta and Elmira and
Abraham, Jr.
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QUIZ
WIZARD

HOW MUCH DO YOU
ACTUALLY KNOW ABOUT THE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH?

1. What do we call the person who assists in a
worship service, including lighting the candles?
 Server
 Acolyte
 Greeter
 Usher

7. What is the name of the four-year period after
each General Conference?
 Olympiad
 Fortnight
 Quartet
 Quadrennium

2. A way to partake of the elements in the Lord’s
Supper is:
 Intinction
 Carefully
 Reaffirmation of faith

8. If you want to serve as a local pastor, deacon,
or elder, you would apply for what?
 Permit
 Candidacy
 Admission
 None of the above

3. If you want to enter the sanctuary, what do you
go through first?
 The threshold
 The upper room
 The narthex
4. What is a station?
 A military checkpoint
 A cable television channel
 A pastor’s only church
5. When a church sends part of their offerings to
their district and conference, it’s called what?
 Tithe
 Apportionment
 Investment

9. What do we call the bread and the wine used in
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper?
 Components
 Elements
 Delicious
 All of the above
 None of the above
10. If you want to know what United Methodists
believe, you would start with what section of
The Book of Discipline?
 The index
 Articles of Religion
 List of bishops
 Nicene Creed
 None of the above

6. Before we have a relationship with God, He
offers us what kind of grace?
 Prevenient grace
 Amazing grace
 Justifying grace
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WHAT’S COMING UP?
July 12-15, 2018
Mission U
Bethune-Cookman, Daytona Beach, FL

October 20, 2018
East Central UMW
District Annual Meeting
First United Methodist Church, Oviedo, FL

September 7-9, 2018
Spiritual Retreat
Life Enrichment Center, Fruitland Park, FL
September, 2018
ECD Mission Study Sampler
See back page for details

November 3, 2018
Florida UMW Conference
Annual Meeting
Location TBA

Learning Together for
Transformation of the World
East Central District Mission u  July 12-15, 2018
Bethune-Cookman University  Daytona Beach, Florida
For participants, Mission u is an opportunity to study current issues impacting society based on current
mission study topics, with particular attention paid to the responsibilities of women in fulfilling the mission
work of the church. Attendees grow in understanding the mission of the church in the current world context.
Conference events are open to members and non-members of United Methodist Women.
Mission u topics this year include: Embracing Wholeness (Spiritual Growth), Missionary Conferences of the
U.S. (Geographic), and What About Our Money (Issue Study). Events will include worship and singing,
interest groups centered around current issues, mission projects, audiovisual presentations and fellowship
events. See “What’s Happening in the District,” page 00, for more information.
Go to www.flconumw.org for registration information  $200 (includes room & meals); $50 for commuters
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SHINE THE LIGHT
FRANCES ELIZABETH WILLARD
Frances Elizabeth Willard, one of the best-known and most influential women
of her day, headed the Women's Christian Temperance Union from 1879 to
1898. She was also the first dean of women, Northwestern University. Her
image appeared on a 1940 postage stamp and she was the first woman
represented in Statuary Hall, U.S. Capitol Building. Methodist church historians
have called this red-headed reformer “the most widely-known and loved
Methodist woman since Susanna Wesley.”
Frances was born on September 28, 1839, in Churchville, New York. In 1846,
the family moved to Janesville, Wisconsin. Frances' mother educated her
children at home and Frances later attended Evanston College for Ladies in
Illinois, graduating in 1859 as valedictorian.
Frances Willard taught at a variety of institutions for almost ten years. She then returned to Evanston
to become head of Northwestern Female College. When that school merged into Northwestern
University in 1871, Frances was appointed Dean of Women of the Woman's College. In March of
1874, Frances Willard chose to leave the University, accepting the presidency of the Chicago
Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU).
In 1888, Willard participated in the founding of the National Council of Women, and served one year
as its first president. As head of the first national organization in America for women, Frances Willard
endorsed the idea that the organization should work not only for temperance, but also for women’s
suffrage, protecting girls and women sexually by raising the age of consent and establishing rape
laws, and other social reforms.
But Willard did not see women primarily as victims. She promoted women's right to choose to
participate in the public sphere and endorsed women's right to become ministers and preachers, as
well. Frances Willard remained a staunch Christian, rooting her reform
ideas in her faith. She disagreed with the criticism of religion and the
Bible by other suffragists, like Elizabeth Cady Stanton, though Willard
“If women can organize
continued to work with such critics on other issues.
missionary societies,
temperance societies, and
every kind of charitable
organization... why not
permit them to be ordained
to preach the Gospel and
administer the sacraments
of the Church?”
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Frances Willard died in New York City on February 17, 1898. Her death
was met with national mourning: flags in New York, Washington, DC,
and Chicago were flown at half-staff, and thousands attended services
where the train with her remains stopped on its way back to Chicago
and her burial in Rosehill Cemetery. In 2000, Frances Elizabeth Willard
was honored with induction into the National Women’s Hall of Fame.
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THE BOOK NOOK
The Book Nook is that special corner of the Trumpet Sound where we let
you know about really great books available to United Methodist Women
as part of the reading program. This edition is all about the three books
selected for the 2018 Mission Study program. These books will be the
focus of Mission u this summer, as well! It offers an excellent opportunity to
deepen your spirituality and your understanding of our mission work.

Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living
Spiritual Growth Study
This is the second in a two-part series about covenantal living. Part One, Living as a Covenant
Community, explored the scriptural definitions covenant in order to bridge these definitions
with their application and their implications for the modern church. Part Two, Embracing
Wholeness is designed to build on this work it explores the ways God has called us to live in
covenantal relationship with all of creation and challenges readers to work toward stronger and healthier
relationships with creation, their communities, themselves, and God. Each chapter explores both our personal
and corporate responsibilities to those around us and addresses current issues, such as climate change, social
responsibility, and justice concerns.

What About Our Money? A Faith Response
Issue Study
How do we relate to money within the context of our faith? Through this connection between
our faith and our money, readers discover how to live closer to God and God’s people, even in
our North American culture, so deeply defined by money. Providing a biblical foundation, the
focus of this study is both personal and communal. Readers explore their own relationship
with money, the choices available to us, and how we individually and collectively respond in
light of our faith. The text takes into account that we are all in different places, in different financial
circumstances, health, family structure, race, age, and stage of life, and each of us has our own values

Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the U.S.
Geographic Study
This book provides an overview of the three missionary conferences in the United Methodist
Church, along with the contexts out of which they grew and their current engagements. The
three conferences are the Alaska United Methodist Conference, Red Bird Missionary
Conference, and the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference. The reader will learn about the
history of each conference, as well as how they add to the richness of the United Methodist connection in the
United States.
Page 6
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Over the last few months, members of the Clermont
First United Methodist Women Unit and Circles
nominated women to be the recipients of a Special
Mission Recognition Pin. The recipient must attend
the Clermont church and contribute special service
to the church, but not necessarily be a member.
The person should exhibit special service in the
community and exemplify the United Methodist
Women’s Purpose. After prayerful consideration,
four women were selected to receive these pins.
June 3, the names were announced, and the pins
were presented. This was a surprise to the
recipients, and only three were in attendance.
Rosemary Yoder – A devoted member of First
United Methodist Church Clermont, the United
Methodist Women’s Unit and Daughters of Lydia
Circle. She supports Mission projects in many
ways, and served as secretary for her Circle. In
addition, she has attended many mission studies,
and is not afraid to become involved in Social
Action projects. Rosemary’s gifts of kindness and
creativity, epitomize faith, hope, and love in action.
Audrey Morgan — A special woman who lives the
Purpose of United Methodist Women without even
being an official member. Audrey is an active
member of the church, has been a member of the
church choir for many years, and is on the Altar
Guild. She has been president of the local Kiwanis,
a board member of the Boys and Girls Club, and a
worker at the polls. Audrey Morgan is a dedicated
Christian, living the principles of the church.
Trumpet Sound

Noelene McCall -- An active member of First
United Methodist Church and of United Methodist
Women. She helped to start and attends the
Friends and Fellowship Sunday school class.
Noelene is a member of the Prayer Shawl Ministry,
and is part of the
Christmas Project
team. Active as the
Social Action
Coordinator for the
Unit, she regularly
reads from the
Prayer Calendar at
Circle and Unit
meetings. Noelene has worked at planning and
participating in several Mission Studies at the
church, and has been involved with programs in the
community for People of Faith, an
interdenominational organization. Noelene lives out
the Purpose of the United Methodist Women.
Mimi Sanderlin -- Active at the First United
Methodist Church for many years, Mimi is involved
with children’s ministries through Vacation Bible
School and Jerusalem Marketplace. She has
organized numerous receptions for bereaved
families, bringing comfort to those affected by the
loss of a loved one, and has been involved in the
leadership of Daughters of Lydia Circle. She has
helped organize unit Mission Studies and Mission
fundraisers at the church, and is involved with
personal spiritual development. Mimi truly has a
servant’s heart.
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When does a delicious Mexican meal mix with lighthearted surf rock? When do mothers, daughters
and sisters in Christ enjoy
warm fellowship along with a
healthy dose of humor and
nostalgia? When does a
surprise guest become the
evening’s unexpected star?
For Asbury Methodist
Church, Maitland’s United Methodist Women, the
answer to all these questions came in the form of
the annual Sisters in Christ Banquet (formerly the
Mother-Daughter Banquet), held Friday evening,
May 11, 2018, in the church’s packed fellowship
hall. Attendees enjoyed a delicious Mexican meal
as UMW President Cyd Frank introduced the
evening’s entertainment: The Beach Pastors. The
trio, otherwise known as Scott Harris, senior pastor;
Mike Luzinski, associate pastor; and Tom Pieper,
minister of music, was accompanied by Asbury’s
talented praise band, led by Chris Kovic.

The Beach Pastors debuted at the annual “Asbury’s
Got Talent” last fall and presented their encore
performance to many cheers and much laughter.
From a thrilling medley of Beach Boys hits to a
soul-stirring rendition of “Unchained Melody,” the
group did not disappoint. To round out the
evening’s fun, Pastor Scott announced a guest
drummer: none other
than Cameron
Lashbrook, who will
assume Asbury’s senior
pastorate this summer
following Pastor Scott’s
June 10 retirement.
Asbury’s United Methodist Women is grateful for all
who served, sang and attended what many said
was the “best ever” such event. And “Don’t Worry,
Baby,” everyone agreed it was “Fun, Fun, Fun.”



Frankie Crews and Annette Pursley, members of First Church of Oviedo, United Methodist Women, hosted this
year’s Mother’s Day Brunch on Saturday, May 12, entitled “Our Mother’s Garden.” Each of the eight United
Methodist Women Circles put their own personal touches and creative talents into making
the lovely flower arrangement centerpieces that adorned each table. Brunch was served
and a musical review was the Mother’s Day Brunch entertainment presented by some of
the gifted youth of First Church of Oviedo. Grace and Emma Stoner sang several worship
songs and played the guitar and piano; Katlyn Zevas played the piano and Madison Towle
presented a clarinet solo. These four young ladies blessed the audience with their
amazing talents as each performed as accomplished musicians. It was a special morning
enjoyed by all!!!
Page 8
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The United Methodist women at First Methodist
Church (FUMC) Clermont hosted a mission study
on the Oklahoma Indian Missionary conference on
Saturday morning, April 28, 2018. Ed Taylor, who
is the chairman of the Florida Conference on Native
American Ministries (CONAM), opened the
program with a Native American ceremony and
prayer.
Janet Blume was the chairperson for this program.
She had a very interesting and informative
presentation. Using a map and sticky notes she
showed us how the Native Americans were pushed
off their land as Europeans settled here. She also

shared how their children were taken from them
and shipped east to have them assimilated into
European-style culture, thus losing their own
identity. The purpose of the program was to
educate us, to be more understanding, to learn
about their culture and to be more open to Native
Americans. She highlighted several of books on
the United Methodist Women’s reading list for this
year that will help us become more aware of Native
American culture.
Several Native American women came dressed in
their ceremonial dress and they took turns sharing

Trumpet Sound

about their regalia and other interesting information
on Native American life. In addition, a delicious
lunch was served of Native American food. We had
soup made from the three sisters: corn, squash and
beans. Fry bread was also made and served,
along with jerky, nuts and berries.
The American Indian Christian Circle of Lake
County meets at our church on the third Sunday of
each month. They are all followers of Christ, with a
Native American heritage. Their purpose is to share
the message of Jesus Christ, to offer a form of
worship that is unique to the Native American
people, and to preserve the tradition of the native
peoples of America. After our lunch, we sat in a
circle and some men from this group drummed and
sang. Some of the songs were in their native

language and some in English. The women
danced and sang while the men drummed, and we
were invited to join in with the dancing.
This was a very interesting mission study and we
appreciated all the people who participated in
putting it on. If you would like to see more pictures
from this event, please visit
www.ClermontUMWnews.blogspot.com
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On March 17, 2018, the United Methodist Women
at Clermont Methodist Church sponsored a
luncheon fashion
show. The theme
was “It's Show
Time!” Members
were able to
purchase tickets
for drawings to
receive themed
baskets. There
was a wonderful selection of baskets and choosing
which ones to put in a ticket for was truly the hard
part. In addition, there were items for a Silent
Auction.
Several women from the Lunch Bunch Circle bid on
a canvas print of the stained glass window in the
upper room of the church. They then presented it to
Pastor Doug for his birthday.
Two charities were helped with the money that was
raised. Find, Feed and Restore is a new mission
at Clermont United Methodist Church. It provides
temporary housing in trailers for families with
children to live rent free for up to 12 months. During

this time, free case management services are
provided to the family to help them get on their feet.
The other charity started at the church many years
ago and now is in its own building – Faith
Neighborhood Center. They currently assist an
average of 4,000 individuals a month (950 families)
The “Show Time” element was the fashion show
was put on by Clara
Schneider, who
owns Em's on 5th in
Mount Dora. Lots of
clothing was
modeled and all of
the models were
from different
organizations within the church.
On May 5, Allison Broadway from Find, Feed and
Restore was presented with a check from the
money raised at the luncheon. A check was also
presented to Trish Kry for Faith Neighborhood
Center. The ladies of Clermont United Methodist
Women were truly honored to help these worthy
charities, along with enjoying a lovely time of
fellowship, lunch and fashions.

QUIZ WIZARD ANSWERS

1.
3.
5.
7.
9.

Acolyte
Narthex
Apportionment
Quadrennium
Elements

2. Intinction
4. Pastor’s only church
6. Prevenient grace
8. Candidacy
10. Articles of Religion

See the Quiz Wizard on Page 3!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
WITH SOCIAL ACTION?
OUR DISTRICT SOCIAL ACTION COORDINATOR – PAM ANDERS
Your East Central District Social Action Coordinator
had the opportunity and good fortune to attend the
2018 United Methodist Women Assembly in
Columbus, Ohio, May 18-20. Pam Anders brought
back her own distinctive social action perspective
on the event and was willing to share it with all the
United Methodist Women of our District.
Pam’s highlights include:
• Special Scripture: Each day explored the biblical
story of Mary, mother of Jesus – a teenage
mother, wife, sister and later widow. She was an
exemplar of what it means to be BOLD despite
life’s challenges. “We are Mary” walking,
dreaming, resting BOLDLY, experiencing the
cost of BOLD and the power of BOLD as we
answer God’s call, like Mary. On stage, we
experienced the angel Gabriel tap dancing and
fluttering his wings around Mary as he tells Mary
of God’s call! At each morning’s “Community
Gathering,” Mary’s story evolved with eyecatching, effective choreography and in song
(traditional and yes, hip hop). She heard God’s
“sacred voice” and acted BOLDLY. Ponder the
power of BOLD as you hear the “sacred voice”
calling you to United Methodist Women Social
Justice ministries: Climate Justice, Economic
Inequality, Mass Incarceration & Criminalization
of Communities of Color and Maternal and Child
Health.

Trumpet Sound

• Marvelous Music: Musicians and singers
brought us up on our feet, clapping our hands
and singing passionately in accompaniment with
the flute, drums, cello, keyboard, guitar,
saxophone, and voices from heaven. We sang
and danced with joy. The Summons: “Will you
come and follow me if I but call your name? Will
you set the prisoner free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this
unseen?” Canticle of Turning: “Let the king
beware, for your justice tears every tyrant from
his throne. The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn…for the world is
about to turn…let the fires of your justice burn.”
Break Every Chain: “There is power in the name
of Jesus to break every chain.” We sang boldly
feeling the power of the Holy Spirit within us!
• Super Speakers and Subjects: Cradle to
Prison Pipeline; Being an Advocate/Activist
(poverty, under educated, food scarcity,
addiction,), Economic Inequality,
Partnerships/personal stories that made a
difference. Thought-provoking! We are called to
be BOLD leaders!
• Wonderful Workshops: Included some great
Town Hall conversations - your choice of what
“calls you to mission.” My choices: climate
justice, economic inequality, mass criminalization
of people of color.

Second Quarter, 2018
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Fabulous Fellowship: Over 5,600 women from
all over the United States and many other
countries, with great passion to be in mission to
do God’s work: to be a voice for the voiceless,
for the unheard and to see the unseen; to be
POWERFULLY BOLD! We assemble because
we MUST!

Want the joy, excitement and passion experienced
at UMW Assembly? Sign up for the next one – it’s
right in our backyard – Orlando, Florida, May 2022, 2022. Start budgeting today to help defray the
cost of registration for those going from your Unit in
2022. Sanlando United Methodist Women saved
for four years and covered cost for their members
to attend, including car rental in Columbus, OH!


THE CAMPAIGN TO END FAMILY SEPARATION & DETENTION
In recent months, thousands families have crossed
the U.S./Mexico border seeking safety in the U.S.
They are fleeing extreme violence and poverty in
Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. They face
abuse and violence as they cross Mexico. In the
United States the migration has gained national
attention and become highly politicized. In
response to the increased numbers of immigrants
crossing the border, the U.S. government stepped
up the enforcement of immigration laws, detention
and separation of parents and children. United
Methodists have responded with an outpouring of
love, care and support. These immigrant children
and families are indeed the faces of Jesus Christ in
our midst. Jesus said, "Whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me," (Matthew 25:40) and United Methodists
are serving as the hands and feet of Jesus. The
Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist
Church, 2012 states, "We are urged by God
through Christ to love our neighbor and to do what
we must to bring healing in the midst of pain, and to
restore to wholeness those whose lives are
shattered by injustice and oppression."
Page 12

United Methodist Women National Office invites
you to learn more about this situation and join the
Campaign to End Family Detention. Violating
national and international law, the detention and
separation of families criminalizes women and
children who should have refugee status or a temporary protected status due to the dangers in their
home countries. The detention centers must be
closed, not expanded. We also challenge the use of
electronic ankle bracelet monitors as an alternative
to detention. These are physically painful, take
hours a day to charge and stigmatize immigrant
women. Asylum seekers should be offered bond
and legal assistance, not detention or shackling.
Let your representatives in Congress and the White
House know that we need to end the separation
and detention of families. You can find your
senators' names and phone numbers at:
www.senate.gov/general/contactinformation/senato
rscfm.cfm. You can also find your representative's
name at: www.house.gov/representatives/find and
call (202) 224-3121.
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What Connects United Methodist Women?
United Methodists often say that we have a
“connectional system.” We have structures,
processes, relationships and patterns that connect
our church across geographic, cultural, racial and
linguistic boundaries. We have core doctrines and
theological commitments that are expressed
differently from place to place, and we are
experiencing strain as a church in our current
debate about what is “core” and how much
difference can be accommodated.
But what about United Methodist Women—are we
also connectional? The answer is yes, albeit in
some different ways than the church. First, of
course, as United Methodist Women we share a
commitment to Jesus Christ and a desire to live as
disciples. Our common journey engages us in a
process of formation in which we are willing to be
influenced by one another’s faith and experience.
We are open to depending on one another, and we
are willing to offer one another support.
We are also connected by a shared commitment to
women, children and youth. The reason for coming
together, for raising funds and for our service and
action is to do our part in helping women, children
and youth flourish. We come together because the
issues we are addressing are significant, they are
longstanding, deeply rooted and pernicious, and
our joint work is needed to make the sort of impact
to which we sense God calling us.
Our history connects us, as does our shared
commitment to action. In this time of celebration of
150 years of mission service, we are reflecting on
our organization’s members, leaders, initiatives,
institutions and campaigns that have made a
difference in people’s lives and in communities. I
hope that you will visit the website for stories,
attend events at national mission institutions and
Trumpet Sound

by Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary
other organizations that United Methodist Women
support and notice the variety of efforts we have
undertaken together. Some of these remain as
powerful expressions of mission and caring, and
others have served for their season and are no
longer active. Each one demonstrates our
connection and is a window into ways in which God
is at work in the world.
Of course, our giving, our praying and our service
connect us. Together we fund hundreds of projects
around the world (including throughout the United
States) and offer long-term support to our
institutions. We pray for these projects through the
Prayer Calendar (print, Twitter and Facebook), and
we are connected by our service—as volunteers,
board members, promoters and staff.
Our way of organizing also connects us. We have
levels of connection like the church does at local,
district, conference, and jurisdiction or central
conference levels in which we hold our own
meetings and make decisions about our
representatives and how our commitments to
women, children and youth will be expressed.
We are also connected by relationships. People on
the teams we’ve worked with, who we’ve met at
Advocacy Days and Mission u, and who’ve
experienced Ubuntu and Limitless together are
connected in meaningful ways that have the power
to shape us and call us into new avenues of faithful
service.
In a time when isolation is increasing in our culture
and the needs of the world seem to be growing, I
feel truly blessed to be connected through United
Methodist Women turning faith, hope and love into
action.
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United Methodist Women provides
educational experiences that lead to
personal change in order to transform the
world.
Mission needs to be carried out with
education, preparation, action and
advocacy, and mutual learning and
partnerships.


Mission u educates 20,000 United
Methodists each year through the
Mission Studies.



Books and other publications
educate members on spiritual
growth, social issues, and
geographic areas.



The Seminar Program provides
custom designed, interactive and
educational seminars throughout
the year for groups to study
complex social issues from a
perspective of faith.



The Reading Program offers thoughtprovoking books for reflection and
discussion



The Ubuntu Explorers program enables
women in the United States to partner
with women around the world to
experience others' lives on a short-term
basis.



National events incorporate education
and action for laywomen, such as the
quadrennial Assembly, legislative
events, and National Seminar.

DID YOU KNOW?
Mission Study books
count towards the
reading program!

For almost 150 years, United Methodist Women have been involved in mission that includes
prayer, study and action. The Reading Program is a study opportunity, but it should also
lead to action. The purpose of the program is to encourage United Methodist Women
members to:
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Expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission.



Increase sensitivity to all human beings—their needs, interests and concerns.



Encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today.



Grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life.



Enhance self-knowledge and act from that knowledge.



Strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission.

Second Quarter, 2018

Trumpet Sound

In Loving Memory of

Juanita Moore
May 15, 1928 – December 27, 2017

LindaWoten
December 16, 1943 – April 6, 2018

Melba Swagler
President
melbaswagler@gmail.com
352.805.5884
Diane Abresky
Secretary
dabresky@gmail.com
863.557.2593
Mary Ann Murray
Treasurer
maryann2936@aol.com
407.321.0706

Evelyn Sheldon
June 12, 1924 – March 14, 2018

East Central District Event
MISSION STUDIES
SAMPLER
September 29, 2018  9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Community of Faith United Methodist Church
9120 Teacher Lane  Davenport, Florida
A representative of each unit must contact Diane Abresky by
September 9th with the number attending (just the number, no
names are needed). We also need to know if childcare is required.
Please email Diane at umw@communityoffaith.org
or call (863) 557-2593
The Mission Studies Sampler will give you can idea of which study
your unit might like to do this coming year. If you are not holding
a study, plan on joining with another unit for the day!

Back Page

The East Central
District
Leadership Team

Second Quarter, 2018

Nancy Siebert
Chair, CON
nssiebert@cfl.rr.com
386.532.1564
Kelly Denaro
Program Resources
kellydenaro@gmail.com
407-687-3384
Phoebe Lustre
Membership
lustrephoebe@gmail.com
407.322.5869
Pam Anders
Social Action
lynnanders@cfl.rr.com
352.242.2895
Lisa Oelschlager
Communications
lisa.oelschlager.umw
@gmail.com
386.479.6508
Janet Blume
Education & Interpretation
443.253.7668
janet.blume.umw
@gmail.com
Trumpet Sound

