
 

FUMCE joins ministry to homeless young people 

Exciting Missional Commitment Step Completed 
     A major and historic milestone in First 
United Methodist Church’s commitment to the 
transformation of the community was achieved 
at the end of July when the church completed 
the transfer of its north campus property to 
Forward Paths Foundation for the purpose of 
providing housing to homeless young people. 
     In two separate closings, FUMCE transferred 
three parcels of land totaling 1.58 acres to 
Forward Paths, which serves young people who 
are homeless because they have aged out of 
foster care or who have become homeless due to 
other family circumstances. 
     The property, which had been used for 
storage, a rental home, and parking, was 
pledged to Forward Paths in a congregational 
vote last November. 
     Under the terms of the donation, Forward 
Paths will convert the former rental house at 
105 E. Woodward Avenue to transitional 
housing for homeless young people and will 
renovate and expand the former storage house at 
101 E. Woodward for the same purpose.  A 
Community Development Block Grant of 
$150,000, prepared by a church member, has 
already been awarded to Forward Paths for the 
renovation and expansion of the storage house. 
     Plans for the largest tract, which is now 
mostly vacant except for a small storage building and a vehicle shelter, call for the construction of at least 10 
tiny home units to provide additional transitional housing for homeless young people.  Forward Paths has 
committed to beginning construction on those units within five years, after it has completed project design and 
necessary fundraising.   
     The terms of the donation allow the church to continue using the largest tract for storage and parking until it 
is actually needed for construction.  Those terms also provide that the property will be returned to the church – 
or that the church will be paid for the property at its current tax-appraised value – if the project cannot, for any 
reason, be completed as planned. 
     Commenting on the historic property donation, FUMCE Church Council chair Glenda Dunson said, “It is 
such an honor for our church to be in partnership with Forward Paths. As Christians, we are called to serve. I 
can think of no better way to serve than to help provide housing for these young people. In doing so, I think we 
have kept in mind the words of Matthew 25:40: ‘The King will reply, ‘Truly, I tell you, whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me’.” 
     Pastor Scott Harris also heralded the importance of the church’s commitment, as expressed in the property 
donation. “In June, when Peggy and I were approached by the District Superintendent about taking one of the 
two churches he still had to find a pastoral appointment to fill, and First UMC was one of those two churches, it 
was the work with Forward Paths that convinced us that this was the church we wanted to serve,” he enthused.  
  

Church Council president Glenda Dunson (lower left) and Forward 
Paths Foundation president Jacob Bonynge (lower right) sign 
property closing documents, as council secretary Janet Thomas 
(upper left) and Forward Paths executive director Denise Burry 
(upper right) look on.



      “The commitment of FUMC to provide housing for some of the 
most vulnerable of God’s children in our community instinctively told 
us that the people here were taking seriously Christ's call to serve the 
hurting, the broken and the lost,” he added. “I think somewhere in 
heaven Jesus is smiling upon our ministry with Forward Paths 
because we are fully engaged in the work of His transformational love 
in the Eustis community.  The transfer of the property is just the first 
step in what I pray will be an on-going covenant of FUMC with 
Forward Paths as we work together to be Christ for God’s people.” 
       Forward Paths Foundation president Jacob Bonynge and 
executive director Denise Burry expressed their excitement and 
appreciation in a joint statement after the property closing. 
     “We are so encouraged that your congregation made such a large 
commitment to make a difference in the lives of our community's 
homeless youth. We are extremely grateful and we are looking 
forward to being able to move forward with our tiny home 
community.  
      “This is a dream come true for our volunteers, donors, and board 
members,” they added. “We hope to set an example for other 
communities of how to care for youth in need, as God has instructed. 
We look forward to being your neighbors and working alongside you 
as we forever revolutionize the lives of our youth and guide them to a 
path of independence. Thank you!” 
     FUMCE has been and continues to support the work of Forward 
Paths in other ways, including financial contributions to its programs 
and services and donations of household supplies for its clients. 
     Forward Paths works with its vulnerable young clients to develop 
individualized plans to personal independence and self-reliance.  
Those plans include temporary housing, counseling with psychological, parenting, and financial issues, and 
assistance with education, job skills development, employment, and transportation. 
     “Important professional assistance in accomplishing the property transfers were contributed, without cost, by 
the engineering and surveying firm of Booth, Ern, Straughan, and Hiott and by local attorneys M. Meredith 
Kirste and Robert Williams,” said project facilitator Pat Thomas. “They saved us thousands of dollars in normal 
professional fees and deserve both credit and our deep appreciation for helping to make this happen.” 
     To learn more about Forward Paths and how they can support its work, congregation members are invited to 
visit the organization’s Facebook page at facebook.com/ForwardPathsFoundationInc, check out its web site at 
forwardpaths.org, or speak with church members actively engaged with Forward Paths, including Pat and Janet 
Thomas.   
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