
 

 

Vine and Branches: A Connectional Church 

Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. John 15:4 NIV 

 

Welcome to our 2021 Gulf Central District Charge Conference season.  We will offer five Regional Virtual 
Charge Conference Clusters and several to be held individually.  We have assigned some congregations 
to Charge Conferences based on the geography of our District. 

Each Church/Charge conference will include a brief time of worship, a DS devotional, and each church will 
be dismissed to a zoom breakout room where a FL Conference Elder will preside over the business of your 
church.  We will focus on the priorities we have spoken about since the beginning of the pandemic; vital 
and sustainable local churches, dismantling racism as discipleship, clergy health and resilience, and a 
vision for the continuing United Methodist Church.  

We live in a world and serve in a global denomination that captured insignificant seasons of transitions, 
evidenced by our second season of fall Charge/Church Conferences during the coronavirus pandemic. The 
losses associated with the virus and some of these transitions evoke fear and discontent. In other ways, 
the shifts provide opportunities to expand the circle of God’s love, grow in discipleship, and be in mission 
with our communities.  We are a connectional church, and we know that we can do everything with God, 
but apart from God, we can do nothing. 

This is a time to remember and live into the Florida Conference Vision of Courageous Leadership, leading 
Missional Engagement and living into Spirit-led Innovation.   

A connectional church can do amazing things! 

We still believe that as we faithfully and intentionally engage people, in innovative life-giving relationships, 
with the good news of God’s transforming love through a relationship with Jesus Christ, living and serving 
in healthy Christian community, relevant ministry and mission within our context and community, God will 
enable our churches to grow in vitality!!!  

We look forward to our time together during the Charge/Church Conference gatherings in October and 
November 2021.    

 

On Mission Together,  

 

  Rev. Dr. Sharon Austin               Rev. Clarke Campbell- Evans 

Co-Interim Gulf Central District Superintendent  Co-Interim Gulf Central District Superintendent 

 


