
Dear Florida Conference Churches and Ministries: 

 

News of COVID-19, known as the coronavirus, seems to be on a 
continuous news cycle.  Like most of you, we are concerned and cautious 
but want to remain balanced.  We recognize that COVID-19 continues to be 
a public health risk which everyone must take seriously.  We are continually 
watching developments, which, in most instances, remain fluid. 
 
On March 3, 2020, we sent an e-mail blast to local churches with 
suggestions and reminders on how to take appropriate precautions against 
COVID-19. That information also is available on our website. 
 
In addition to our prior communication, here are some additional 
considerations: 
 

 Develop a travel policy for church-sponsored trips following 
guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and the Florida Department of Health (FLDOH). 

o Important recent development:  If you have been on a cruise 
ship in the last 14 days, please be mindful of the guidance 
offered by the CDC and FLDOH.  This guidance is important 
when considering your own travel and travel of your employees. 

       https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/covid-19-cruise-ship 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/COVID-
19/travel-notice.html 

 

 Find and keep up to date with reliable COVID-19 information from 
county health departments, emergency management divisions, the 
CDC, and FLDOH. 
 

 To our knowledge there is no prohibition in our state which 
limits large gatherings, so worship services should be able 
to continue, as long as we follow the CDC guidelines for 
such gatherings.  At the same time, we leave the decision 
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about having worship and other gatherings to each local 
context.  We know that you will need to make the decisions 
that are best for your unique situation. 

 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/organizations/index.html 
 

 When deciding whether to attend any event, if you feel sick, if 
you have a compromised immune system because of other 
underlying health issues, or if you have any concerns about 
your attendance, please make the wise decision to stay at home. 

 
 Develop a plan for continued operations: 

o A defined cleaning regime 
o Need for hygiene supplies 
o Contingency plan if mass gatherings are eventually restricted, 

i.e. plans for streaming services and secure means for 
electronic giving, etc. 
 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/10-ideas-for-
church-financial-leaders-amid-the-covid-19-crisis 
 

Apps to help you stay connected with church members 
 
 
Audio Only Conference call-in platform 
 
Free Conference Call - https://www.freeconferencecall.com/ 
1. Set up an account 
2. Send out the call-in info (mute everyone else except 

speaker) 
 

Facebook Live - 
https://www.facebook.com/facebookmedia/solutions/faceb
ook-live 
 
Video Conference call platforms 
Zoom video conferencing https://zoom.us/ 
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Go to Meeting - 
https://www.gotomeeting.com/meeting/join-meeting 
 
 
Online giving platforms 
Givelify - https://www.givelify.com/ 
Push Pay - https://pushpay.com/ 
Easy Tithe - https://www.easytithe.com/ 
 
 
 

 
One of the best weapons we have in combating COVID-19 is common 
sense. Let’s stay informed, follow CDC and FLDOH guidelines, use good 
judgment, know what signs to look for, and know to ask our local health 
departments when we have additional questions. 

 

We urge caution, but not fear. 
 
Most importantly, please continue praying for each other and for those 
affected by COVID-19. 
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