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“Accountability as a Spiritual Discipline” 
 
“Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with 
all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 
17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him 
to God the Father”, Colossians 3:16 (NLT) 
 
I never had a real accountability group before being appointed as a District Superintendent: some of the 
rationale for that would be: deeply rooted feelings of mistrust, making excuses for not allowing others to hold me 
accountable and coming new to Florida and not knowing a lot of people. 
 
Now that I’m in an accountability relationship with the Bishop and the Cabinet, and with the South West 
District Operational Team (SWDOT) I can clearly see what I was missing and how much I needed this in order 
to be a better leader and a better person. 
 
Today I would like to talk to you about mutual accountability and our need as followers of Christ in the process 
of sanctification to surrender our lives to the practice of this very important spiritual discipline. 
 
Every year we in Florida have to deal with several cases of clergy misconduct (either sexual or administrative). 
The common trend in those situations: isolation of the clergy person and lack of an accountability structure. 
 
The FL Conference Cabinet has come to an agreement to implement clergy accountability groups with the 
purpose of peer learning and supporting each other in our ministries to be able to lead better together and bear 
more fruit. 
 
Accountability in the Bible 
 
The word “accountability” appears nowhere in the Bible, but it is a term that encapsulates ideas, concepts and 
systems that God had in mind for our relationship with the divine and with one another. 
 
There are numerous New Testament passages that teach the concept of supervision and accountability of 
Christians to their leadership: 
 



1 Thess. 5:12, “Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard 
among you and give you spiritual guidance” 
 
Heb. 13:17, “Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your souls, and 
they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly 
not be for your benefit” 
 
1 Pet. 5:2-3, “Care for the flock that God has entrusted to you. Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly—not 
for what you will get out of it, but because you are eager to serve God. 3 Don’t lord it over the people assigned to 
your care, but lead them by your own good example” 
 
But the leaders are limited in their ability to effectively promote accountability throughout the body of Christ. 
Our Lord Jesus was focused on only a few, the twelve and then the three, so we the leaders in His Church 
should follow his example. 
 
The need for accountability goes beyond the leadership and falls into the realm of the “one another” concept of 
the New Testament.  
 
EPHESIANS 5:21 – “and submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ”  

 “Submission”, which certainly includes accountability, is applied to the whole body of Christ as Spirit-
produced and mutual responsibility to promote obedience to Christ. 

 “Submitting” comes from the Greek “hupotasso”, a military word used of soldiers submitting to their 
superior or slaves submitting to their masters. In the New Testament Greek, the middle voice (as the 
case here) carries the idea of voluntarily submitting or subordinating oneself. 

 As a specific application of the various areas of accountability, “hupotasso” is applied in relation to God 
(1 Corinthians 15:28), to Christ (Ephesians 5:24), to wives (Ephesians 5:22), to parents (Luke 2:51), to 
masters (Titus 2:9), to secular authorities (Romans 13:1), and in a general sense of a voluntary 
submission to others in the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 16:16, 1 Peter 5:5, and here in Ephesians 
5:21). 

 Included in the word ‘submission’ are the ideas of authority and accountability to another. It appears in 
contexts describing servanthood, humility, respect, reverence, honor, teachableness, openness and 
accountability. 

 Such submission or accountability is to bring about greater obedience to the Savior as those are first and 
foremost accountable to Him. 

 
1 PETER 5:5 – “In the same way, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. And all of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, because God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble” 

 Here again we meet with the word “hupotasso”, applied to younger men with older men of wisdom. 

 But if accountability is going to work, there must be genuine humility toward one another. 

 Accountability with humility is related to humbling ourselves under God’s authority—its goal is 
becoming accountable to God. 

 
1 THESSALONIANS 5:11 – “Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, just as you are 
in fact doing” 

 Verse 11 uses two more terms that show the emphasis in the matter of accountability as disciples of 
Jesus Christ minister to one another. “Encourage” in the Greek “parakaleo” means “to call alongside to 
help, to enable, to comfort, exhort, encourage”. 
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 It is the verb form of the word “paraklitos” used for the Holy Spirit as the comforter, encourager, helper, 
enabler. 

 The verb may also contain the idea of “exhort, appeal to, or challenge” to a certain behavior as in 
Romans 12:1; 15:30; 16:17. “Build up” is “oikodomeo”, “to build up, edify,” or “to restore, repair”.  

 Accountability to one another always has as its goal the restoration and edification of others in their 
relationship with the Savior because we are all accountable to Him. 

 
As fully devoted disciples of Jesus, Christians are called to be members of one body, not independent agents. In 
that regard, we are responsible to each other within certain limits. The Lord is the head of the body and that 
includes each member, but He works through the various members of the body and accountability to one another 
is one of the ways He holds us accountable to Him. 
 
Naming the problem 
 
A recent Pulpit and Pew survey cites “isolation” as a potentially devastating problem for clergy. According to 
that study, clergy enter into ministry with the intention to establish collegial and congregational friendships.  
 
However, the time needed to develop practical ministry, family responsibilities and denominational and 
community involvement means colleagues and friends slip down the priority list. 
 
Even pastors whose denominations provide for small group experiences during the first years of ministry find 
that without that provision, relationships made during that time are difficult to maintain. The result? Pastors 
are usually lacking profound and meaningful spiritual relationships with other colleagues in similar ministries. 
 
I was one of those profoundly friend-deficient pastors. Certainly, I had acquaintances and plenty of people with 
whom I could engage in small talk. But deep spiritual friendships? Rarely, in the first two decades of my 
ministry. I frequently felt isolated and lonely in ways that affected my ministry, my family and my faith. 
 
Accountability in the Wesleyan Tradition 
 
The heart of Methodism during the life of John Wesley was the Methodist Class Meeting. This was a small 
covenant discipleship support group where members were accountable to each other: they confessed their faults 
one to another, prayed for each other, and stirred up one another to love and good works. 
 
In the Class Meetings the teachings of the Bible were examined in light of actual personal experience and the 
leadership was nurtured and equipped. 
 
Wesley preached: “…Christianity is essentially a social religion, and … to turn it into a solitary religion is 
indeed to destroy it. By Christianity I mean that method of worshipping God, which is here revealed to man by 
Jesus Christ. When I say this is essentially a social religion, I mean not only that it cannot subsist so well, but 
that it cannot subsist at all without society, without living and conversing with other men”. 
 
Accountability in the Wesleyan Tradition is an essential means of grace that helps us make sure we are walking 
with Christ in our corporate and individual lives. 
 
Some of the questions asked in order to be accepted as a member of a Class Meeting were: “Do you desire to be 
told your faults? Do you desire to be told of all your faults, and that plain and home? Do you desire that every 
one of us should tell you, from time to time, whatsoever is in his heart concerning you? Do you desire that, in 
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doing this, we should come as close as possible, that we should cut to the quick, and search your heart to the 
bottom?” 
 
In our life as leaders in the Church there needs to be a process of accountability on how we have been doing with 
the basic means of grace: prayer, Bible reading, worship, and service. 
 
Accountability is simply giving an account of what you have done and not done to build up the body of Christ 
and to care for our relationship with Christ in the world. 
 
A man by the name of Duncan Wright shared the help he found when he began attending the Methodist Class 
Meeting and the blessing of Accountability and Support:  
 
"At length that serious man, Mr. Thomas Secombe, took notice of me; and when he was about to leave Limerick 
desired Sidney Hoey (a mother in Israel she was to me and many of the soldiers) to get acquainted with me. She 
brought me to her house, and the same day to a class meeting, which was a day of gladness to me; for I had 
often found Solomon's words fulfilled, 'Woe to him that is alone when he falleth.' For when I fell into 
perplexities and temptations I had no one to help me, but now I found the real benefit of having 
fellowship with a loving people.... It was of uncommon advantage to me to be among the Methodists at a 
time when both the preachers and people loved all our discipline, and practiced it. I saw the blessed 
consequences, for few cared to stay among us but such as retained their fervor for the whole of religion. 
False brethren especially were soon tired, and went to the Independents, Anabaptists, or Moravians”. 
 
Dear friends, in the name of Christ I ask that we all may open our hearts and make ourselves available to the 
practice of this important and healthy spiritual discipline and enter into a covenant relationship with people 
who we trust for the purpose of encouraging each other in our Christian journey, to be accountable to each other 
for our actions and moving forward in our sanctification process, and to help each other to be more fruitful in 
what we do for Christ and the Kingdom. 
 
In God’s amazing grace, 
 

Rini 
 

 

 
 

2014 Annual Conference  |  June 11-14  |  The Lakeland Center 

172nd Session of the Florida Annual Conference  

Wednesday, June 11 through Saturday, June 14 at  

The Lakeland Center 

701 West Lime Street, Lakeland, FL 33815 

 

Registration opens Wednesday, June 11 at 8:00 a.m. 

 

The Clergy and Laity Sessions will begin Wednesday, June 11th at 1:30 

p.m. with the Opening Plenary Session at 3:30 p.m.  

 



Click here for the complete AC2014 tentative schedule 

Click here for the Pre-Conference Brochure  

Printed workbooks must be ordered by April 1st.  Click here 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This year there will be Pre-Conference Orientation videos featuring key information related to Annual 

Conference available on-line in early May. The East Central District will not host District Pre-Conference 

Orientation gatherings as in previous years. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name Badges for Lay & Clergy Members to Annual Conference will NOT be mailed this year. In 

keeping with the Church's aim to care for creation and be good stewards of resources, name badges will 

be distributed at Annual Conference this year. 

 

Plan to pick up your name badge when you arrive at registration check-in. 

 

Registration check-in will be located in Jenkins Arena and opens at 8:00am Wednesday. 

The Inaugural Florida Annual Conference 5K  

Thursday, June 12, 2014 at 6:30am - Lake Hollingsworth - Lakeland, FL  

This year at Annual Conference we are proud to announce and invite 

your participation in the inaugural Florida Annual Conference 5K. 

This Annual Conference event will be an opportunity to unite our 

Clergy and Lay Members of the Annual Conference and connect with 

the greater Lakeland community in an initiative to promote faith and 

fitness. 100% of the 5K proceeds will go towards our Annual 

Conference's support of the Imagine No Malaria campaign.   The gift 

of 100% 5K proceeds to Imagine No Malaria is possible because of 

the generous sponsorships and partnerships that have been extendd to this ministry initiative.  If you or 

your local congregation would like to contribute as a sponsor or partner, please contat Rev. Sarah Miller at 

sarah.miller@flumc.org.  

 

Now is the time to begin training for this event. Consider beginning a "Couch to 5K" program. Consider 

finding a friend or gathering a team to race alongside you as we race towards greater health - for 

ourselves and for our sisters and brothers around the globe.  The 5K Planning Team is receiving word of 

teams organizing across the districts and there will be a special recognition for the most represented 

district at the 5K.  Rally your district annual conference representatives!  Get your pastor off his or her 

couch! Start training and we will see you at the Starting Line in June! 

 

Registration for the Florida Annual Conference 5K will open April 1st. Registration will be available by 

visiting www.flumc.org/5k. The 5K Planning Team is excited to share in this new ministry initiative with 

you.  Together we will run this race that God has set before us.   

The Mission of God - Telling Our Stories 

Annual Conference - June 2014  

Once again the Annual Conference agenda will feature storytellers who share 

stories about the meeting theme, "The Mission of God." 

 

"We want our members to share stories about what they are doing 

individually, in a small group or with a congregation to fulfill God's dream for 

the world and how they are in mission with God," said Gretchen Hastings, 

director of Connectional Relations for the conference. "Stories can be about 

international or domestic missions, from rebuilding earthquake-ravaged 

neighborhoods in Haiti to building a playground here in Florida for children 

who really need a place to play."  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001mfazqG8t5zeDuHG6tg8ETBL4F8rMBJm3BU-3kqKDRz3BEftlKMHYYS84aXwFBmSCHblrZxkVweUXgYT9DTAiT5WQZlQMMIsW6L7Gaub3hsy2IPCl8eLiZqnlpyq0LZWxOmdainp1kpE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001mfazqG8t5zeDuHG6tg8ETBL4F8rMBJm3BU-3kqKDRz3BEftlKMHYYS84aXwFBmSCHblrZxkVweW7AOyHw_Vz76PLDfW06j6v8jCrHhfBBkhneCPi_SVEcW-4vlh31uPS5v2d8n06GTu2GbkSMWycS6gS7WQirTROPnKeZmxnji481e_AzMgYM2hfbouxXbE6
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/2014AnnualConferenceWorkbookOrder
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001mfazqG8t5zeDuHG6tg8ETBL4F8rMBJm3BU-3kqKDRz3BEftlKMHYYS84aXwFBmSCHblrZxkVweXt3kYZE6tARvw6sH2CwH9wzK7yFwsJfpKlcxNGkvNkxg==
mailto:sarah.miller@flumc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001mfazqG8t5zeDuHG6tg8ETBL4F8rMBJm3BU-3kqKDRz3BEftlKMHYYS84aXwFBmSCHblrZxkVweXl6zWGL8p5LnmdJ1kDS-UXFFJtHoudcMM=
http://www.flumc.org/5k


Storytellers selected to speak at Annual Conference will be asked to share their stories on the stage during 

the plenary sessions. For those scheduled and unable to attend, the conference will attempt to produce a 

video of the storyteller. All stories will be told on the conference storytelling site 

www.tellingourstories.com. 

 

Jewelry Re-Sale for Missions at Annual Conference 2014 

Wednesday & Thursday, June 11th & 12th, Hours 8am to 7pm - Friday, June 13th, Hours 8am to 12 Noon 

Located in Jenkins Arena  
 

While traveling throughout the Conference I have met so many wonderful young adults.  They are 

committed Christians who truly and earnestly desire to make a difference in this world.  What is often 

holding them back from participating in our global missions opportunities is a lack of financial means to 

pay for the costs that are associated with such travel.  With your help, we can change that.   This year we 

are sponsoring a Jewelry Re-Sale for Missions.   This is a different kind of jewelry sale because we are 

asking all of you to contribute items from your jewelry collections that you are no longer using, both real 

and costume jewelry, and we will sell these items at Annual Conference.  Even your damaged jewelry is 

welcome. We will take it all and try to make the best profits possible to reach our goal.  

  

It is a resale, for a remarkable goal – the goal of making mission participation a reality for the next 

generation.   The money we make will help to fund two young adult trips to our covenant partners in Cuba 

and Haiti in the coming conference year.   

  

So how can you participate? 

 Check your jewelry box for items you are willing to donate (rings, bracelets, necklaces, pins, 

earrings) 

 Send items to your District Office (1 item per zip lock bag or jewelry sets in one bag) 

 Purchase items at the Jewelry Re-Sale for Missions while at Annual Conference 

 

We ask that you send your donated items to your District Office no later than June 1st.  That will give us 

plenty of time to organize the inventory and get ready for the big resale for remarkable mission 

opportunities.  The jewelry sale will be open on Wednesday and Thursday of Annual Conference.  So stop 

by the sale, find a treasure and make a difference in the life of a young person.  Here’s hoping our 

forgotten gems will be the means to making new mission opportunities a reality for many, many young 

adults.   

  

Pam Carter 
 
 

 

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 
Contact info: Mike Edwards, FLUM SW District Youth Coordinator 

Youth Director, Faith UMC, 15690 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers FL 33908 -- medwards@faithum.com. 

 
The SW District youth retreat, “Stoked”, March 7-9, 2014 was held at the FLUM campground, Riverside 
Retreat.  We had 85 youth and a dozen or so youth leaders/volunteers from 7 district UM churches on hand 
for a great weekend of worship, discipleship, and fun.  It was so refreshing to see these teens worshiping with 
their whole hearts and learning about how to keep their faith fresh and alive.  I talked to several of the teens 
and the usual comment was something like, “This was great, when are we doing it again?”  I would like to 
thank the staff at Riverside Retreat, the youth leaders on the design team, and our SW District 
Superintendent, Rini Hernandez, for all the work and support they put in. 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001mfazqG8t5zeDuHG6tg8ETBL4F8rMBJm3BU-3kqKDRz3BEftlKMHYYS84aXwFBmSCHblrZxkVweXM0tQDuRX9uP8kBudClWsWye1leJ8MIdf_TdxcWwOEfw==
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Watch here for more info on the training opportunity, “Rooted” coming in September.  This 2 day training for 
new and experienced youth leaders is conducted through the Annual Conference’s youth ministry table.   
 
For those who are new to the district, our youth leaders meet monthly for support, prayers, and to bounce 
ideas.  Our next SW District youth leader’s lunch meeting is on April 14, noon, at Jason’s Deli in Port Charlotte.  
Next month, on May 5, noon, at East Naples UMC, we will meet, greet, and eat.  Jessica Crown at ENUMC, will 
be feeding us then, so I need RSVP’s by April 28.  You can RSVP to medwards@faithum.com.   We welcome 
any SW District United Methodist youth leader to this and all our meetings.  If you are interested in hosting us 
for a meeting, please let me know.  We will not meet in June or July due to the busy summer season. 
 
If your youth group is having an outing, lock-in, or other event that you would like to invite other FLUM-SW 
District youth groups to join, please email me at medwards@faithum.com and I will forward the info.  If you 
are a SW District youth leader and do NOT receive my email blasts, email me to get on the contact list. 

 
Blessings, 
Mike 
 
Below is Information from Chelsey Hernandez (Program Coordinator) at Riverside Retreat. 

 

Greetings from Riverside Retreat! 
 
 I recently had the privilege of helping to coordinate our first ever SW District Youth Weekend, 
aptly named “STOKED”, and I was blown away by the experience! We had 85 students worshipping 
together that weekend, and I can honestly say that I was humbled and in awe of their passion for Christ 
and their transparency with one another…our district’s youth are an inspiration indeed! 
 
 As we gear up for the summer season, we will be in prayer for those around the district who may 
be sending their kids to summer camp, VBS, and leadership conferences around the state. It is undeniable 
that these experiences help mold tomorrow’s community of faithful Christ-followers. If you are a church 
leader and are thinking about getting your youth involved in summer programs, I encourage you to 
explore the many opportunities we have to offer. Florida has 4 camp & retreat centers across the state, 
and each has its own distinct flair; contact any of these sites for more information. 
 

As an example: Here at Riverside, children and youth grades 3-12 are invited to take part in any of 
our programs, including: Residential Summer Camp, Fishing Camp, and a Mission Experience to Key 
West, FL. Our students are exposed daily to God’s Word through curriculum studies, small group 
discussion, and worship. Outdoor opportunities include kayaking, team sports, archery, and the chance to 
revel in the natural world. The goal of all of our camps is to send kids home with lifelong memories and 
an uncontrollable need to seek God more closely in their lives. We believe in our mission to send kids out 
into the world as a beacon of Jesus’ love for us all. 

 
I will be happy to meet with leaders or come speak to your church about making summer camp a 

vital part of your church’s ministries. 
 
 You can get more information about Florida’s camp & retreat ministries at 

www.JustImagineUMC.org. Riverside’s page can be found at www.UMRiversideRetreat.org.  
 
Thanks and blessings, 
 

Chelsey Hernandez, Program Coordinator – Riverside Retreat 
chernandez@umriversideretreat.org  -  863-675-0334 (Office) 

mailto:medwards@faithum.com
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RIVERSIDE RETREAT UPDATES 
 
RIVERSIDE RETREAT PRAYER WARRIORS NEEDED 
WeI believe that prayer is the most powerful 
weapon we have in the day to day living we go 
through. We are looking for people willing to be on 
the Riverside Retreat Prayer Warrior Team.  The 
goal would be to send a monthly list of prayer 

requests and prayers answered.  Unless an emergency arises, that would be the only prayer list you would 
receive each month.  We would ask that you commit to daily prayers for Riverside Retreat ministry and staff 
and the specific prayers request you receive.  If you would like to be on this list, please contact Martha Pierce.  
We treasure the prayers of God’s people.  There is a small group already beginning and we are seeing amazing 
results!  Join us in transforming the ministry of Riverside Retreat! 
 
GOODWILL TRAILWAYS CAMPS 
Goodwill industries of Southwest Florida, Inc., in partnership with the Robert V. and Benjamin G Miller Fund, is 
proud to offer overnight camping experiences for adults with disabilities at the Riverside Retreat Center.  
These 4 or 5 day retreats provide campers age 18 and up with opportunities to meet new friends and enjoy 
classic camp activities such as fishing, arts and crafts, sports, talent shows and campfires, while also giving 
respite time to parents and caregivers.  Activities are conducted with the goal of being as inclusive and 
accessible as possible, so that whether the camper has a developmental disability, a vision or hearing 
impairment, a physical limitation or any other type of disability—they can still have fun and make life-long 
memories at camp!  A nurse is on site throughout the day to administer medications and first aid, and assist 
with any one-on-one personal care needs.  The friendly Goodwill staff and volunteers are available around the 
clock to make sure each camper is safe and engaged.  To ensure campers stay connected with their newly 
made friends, a reunion will be scheduled once each year where campers can gather, play games, and meet 
individuals from other camp sessions.  The 2014 camp dates are April 7—10 and October 6—10, and 
registration for campers and volunteers can be complete online at: www.goodwillswfl.org/trailways camp, or 
by contacting the Camp Coordinator, Jesi Cason, at 239-357-3623 or jesicason@goodwillswfl.org.  Happy 
Trails!!! 
 
Riverside Retreat 
7305 CR 78 
LaBelle, FL 33935 
863-675-0334 
Www.umriversideretreat.org 
 
 

By Dan Christopherson, South West District Cuba Coordinator 
 

South West District Whirlwind 
On January 28th a group from the Southwest District attended the first District Conference with the new Holguin Norte 
District Superintendent, Pastor Isel. The group comprised of: Charlie & Joanne Johnson, Edgewater UMC, Barbara 
Nowling, Old Miakka UMC, Russ Binder, Alava UMC and myself Dan Christopherson, SW District Coordinator. We had a 



real party to say the least with several hundred church members in attendance.   
 
When the theme is the “Abundances of Water is Coming” rest assured there was water coming from the podium.  They 
held the Conference in the uncompleted Mayari Church.  It is built solid….because we rocked the walls with praises to 
God. 
 
After traveling the Holguin Norte District and enjoying visiting the sister churches, I traveled to Sancti Espiritus, which 
means Holy Spirit. I spent time with Pastor Jose Ramon Perez touring the Sancti Spiritus District with him.  Pastor Jose is 
in a district that is receiving very little help from sister churches in Florida. He has many challenges to overcome in this 
district. 
 
From Sancti Espiritus Pastor Jose took me to the Havana Airport for a flight back to Miami.  At the Havana Airport I met 
up with Pastor Bo from the Juan Wesley Church in Baguanos. Pastor Bo traveled with me back to the United States to be 
with his sister church, Grace Cape Coral UMC.  This was Pastor Bo’s first trip to the United States, which is always a 
culture shock for the traveler. As it turned out Pastor Bo was with my wife, Janet, and I for over two weeks before going 
to his sister church. Pastor Bo is a delightful young man with a wife and two beautiful daughters.   
 
Then we move on to the biggest project in Cuba that I have been involved in helping with in a community. This is the 
water project at Tacajo.   During a cordial conversation with Pastor Ernesto…also nick named “Tornado” he says 
something about they have polluted water. Then seeing for myself what they have been drinking.  No way should 
anyone have to drink water like that.  God is so good. In no time we had raised enough money to replace and repair 
Tacajo’s water problem. They will now have clean water for the entire village. 
 
Clean drinking water and the living water of our Lord Jesus Christ.  WOW!  I have learned that there are several locations 
that need help with the water supply. With funds received I will continue to help communities with the water problem 
of the area. 
 
A few days after Pastor Bo left we picked Pastor Jose up at the Tampa International Airport. He has been with us on 
several other occasions so he is family and just makes himself at home.  Pastor Jose preached at Englewood United 
Methodist for the second time in as many years and was a huge hit. Ginny Derrough serves as the interpreter….she does 
an incredible job!   Pastor Jose was with us ten days then I drove him to Miami for his return to Cuba. While in Miami 
Pastor Jose and I had dinner with Roberto Perez, Presidential Citizens Medal winner and President of Alfalit 
International. What an amazing humble man and a great man of Christ. 
     On my drive home from Miami I started to think what has happen since the first week of January.   What an incredible 
and busy three months. 
 
God is so good… 

Three New Sister Church Relationships Have Been Established 
Southwest District                 Cuba Holguin Norte 

 Fort Meade UMC                Felton  

 VAMO UMC, Sarasota       Camilo   

 Camino de Fe, Sarasota    Los Pinos 
     What a blessing to all of the churches, both in the U.S. and in Cuba. The relationship changes lives for everyone 
involved with the project 
 

2014 Youth Trip  
Student:   Church Represented:  

 Grant Reecher  Lighthouse Church in Boca Grande 

 Conor Peter First Church of Punta Gorda  

 Sierra  Mearns  First Church of Punta Gorda 

 Reddick  Walker Killearn UMC in Tallahassee 
Chaperones: 

 Scott Folsom, Gulf Cove UMC 



 Carly Ellsworth,  Trinity UMC Sarasota. 
  
This is a real life changing trip for the youth to experience.  They will be attending the Youth Bible Camp at Camp Cannan 
for several days with 800-1,000 Cuban youth. After attending the camp they will be in the Holguin Norte District visiting 
some of the sister churches.  This trip will be arriving into Havana and departs from Holguin.  They will come home with 
many experiences to share. 
 

Cuba Task Force 
     Recently I was selected to be Vice President of the Cuba Task Force for the State of Florida.  I can remember a few 
years ago asking God, “I want to serve you in Cuba and please keep me busy.”   He sure has kept up his end of the 
bargain…..and I enjoy every minute of doing His work! 
 

 
Summer Mission Interns serve in community-based ministries that are affiliated with The Florida Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. The 2014 Partnering Ministries include: Branches United Methodist Mission, 
Centenary Camp & Shadetree Ministries, CROS Ministries, Grace Place for Children and Families, and 
Riverside Retreat. A $2,000 stipend is awarded to each intern for their 10 weeks of service, which runs from 
June 1 through August 9, 2014 (dates may vary slightly by site). In addition, room and board are provided. 
Intern applications are accepted from students and young adults, ages 19 through 28, who are eager to be part 
of God’s transformative work in local communities. To apply, visit http://flumc2.org/pages/detail/2211. The 
deadline for submitting the completed application and materials is May 1.  
 
Training is provided to the interns at the pre-summer retreat as well as in-service training by the outreach 
ministries. Supervision and mentoring is provided by Conference and agency staff throughout the summer. The 
Florida Conference Summer Mission Intern Program is offered through the Office of Missional Engagement. 
For more information, contact Shelly Denmark, Summer Mission Intern Program Director 
at sdenmark@flumc.org. 

 
 

LOCAL CHURCH ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS & BUSINESS MANAGERS 
 

Annual Conference is just around the corner, please take a moment to double-check the information on file for 
your church’s Lay Member to Annual Conference. 
 

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO UPDATE YOUR LOCAL CHURCH LEADERSHIP ONLINE. 
Call the District Office with any questions. We are happy to help! 

 

 
 
 

YOU CAN VIEW ALL LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS ON THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE – SELECT 
“LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS” UNDER THE ‘QUICK LINKS’ SECTION 

 
If you need help to submit an event, call Sandy in the District Office. 

 

   HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 
Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

http://flumc2.org/pages/detail/2211
mailto:sdenmark@flumc.org
http://www.flumc.org/


CALENDAR NOTES: 
Apr 3 – SW District DLC Meeting, First UMC-Punta Gorda (10am-1pm) 
Apr 18 – Good Friday - Conference & District Offices Closed 
Apr 24 - SW District Congregational Vitality Meeting, First UMC-Punta Gorda (9am-5pm) 
May 4 – ANNOUNCEMENT SUNDAY 
May 26 – Memorial Day – Conference & District Offices Closed 
May 27 – NOTE DATE CHANGE - Clergy Team Meeting, Cleveland UMC – NOTE DATE CHANGE 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate.  

 

 
 

COVENANT BIBLE STUDY LAUNCH AND EQUIPPING EVENT 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 72 LAKE MORTON DRIVE, LAKELAND FL 33801 
863-682-1912 -- www.firstumc.org 
SAT, MAY 3, 2014 | 9am-2pm (DOORS OPEN at 8am) 
 
EARLY REGISTRATION (Through April 25):  $20/person; $15 person for teams of 4 or more from the same 
church/organization who register together  -  LUNCH IS INCLUDED 
 
NOTE: PRICES WILL INCREASE TO $25/PERSON AFTER APRIL 25.  
 
Join us on Saturday, May 3 for this special look at Covenant Bible Study, an exciting new 24-week Bible study resource. 
Covenant is an in-depth group Bible study that centers around our relationship with God, each other, and the world. It 
differs from other Bible studies in that it emphasizes the biblical concept of Covenant – the enduring commitment 
between God and people – as a unifying pattern throughout the Bible. As such, it underscores the unique relationship 
that God chooses with us as his people. 
Covenant Bible Study creates a learning experience where scripture meets everyday experience – both within and 
beyond the sphere of church life. It builds trust in others as well as confidence in scripture. And it provides an exciting 
new opportunity to better understand God’s call, love, and unexpected favor. 
 
Each session includes a thought-provoking video conversation between biblical scholars that serves as an impetus for 
further discussion and contemplation among the group members. The conversations are hosted by  Rev. Christine 
Chakoian, Pastor and Head of Staff at First Presbyterian Church in Lake Forest, Illinois and Rev Shane Stanford, Senior 
Pastor of Christ United Methodist Church in Memphis, TN. 
 
These conversations—held around a handcrafted table—serve as a model for the kind of learning and sharing that is 
central to Covenant Bible Study; the belief that it is through conversation together—through community—that we can 
best discover the Bible’s transformative power. Covenant represents a relationship—a living, breathing conversation. 
And we invite you to join in it. 
This event will provide you with the opportunity to learn more about Covenant Bible Study and to explore and 
experience the curriculum, equipping you to better implement Covenant in your church. Rev. Magrey DeVega, the 
Leadership Editor for Covenant Bible Study, will be with us to share about the development of Covenant. Lionel Trujillo, 
Cokesbury Resource Consultant, will also be on hand to answer your questions and help you get the materials you need 
to start Covenant Bible Study in your church. 
Bring your pastor, discipleship director, education team and other staff and lay leaders. Early registration pricing is 
available through April 25 at $20/person and includes lunch. Teams of 4 or more registering together are $15/person. 
After April 25, registration will be $25/person. 



Registration can be done here. 
For more information on Covenant Bible Study, check out this overview video and visit covenantbiblestudy.com. 
Faithfully, 
Warren Pattison (wpattison@firstumc.org) and Rick Gebauer (rgebauer@firstumc.org) 
Adult Ministries 
First United Methodist Church 
Lakeland, FL 
 

School of Congregational Development 2014 Charlotte 

August 14 – 17, 2014, Matthews UMC 
For more info go to www.scdnetwork.ning.com 
  
Registration is now open for SCD 2014 Charlotte, which will be hosted by Matthews UMC on August 14 – 17. 
The School of Congregational Development is designed to equip United Methodist leaders for creating vital 
congregations. Hosted by the Western North Carolina Conference and sponsored by GBOD, Path 1, and The 
General Board of Global Ministries, SCD 2014's theme is THE RACE: Strategies for Relevant, Authentic Christ-
centered Engagement with the world. 
 
Conference leaders, pastors, and laity will choose from number of options at this year's SCD. Besides the 
Worship and Plenary Sessions, participants will attend one three hour Seminar that focuses on a general topic 
in congregational development and one five hour in-depth Ministry Track that is focused on giving leaders the 
tools they need to create effective strategies for their ministry setting. Participants will also visit dynamic 
churches in the Charlotte area for worship on Sunday morning. 
 
Be sure to check out the many exciting sessions that are offered this year and plan to be with us to network, 
learn, and dream. 

http://www.firstumc.org/connect/adults/covenant-bible-study-event/
http://vimeo.com/79411434
http://www.covenantbiblestudy.com/
http://t.e2ma.net/click/m7izf/y8zu8d/mr2nrb

