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Emancipation Day celebrations commemorate the freeing of enslaved people of African 
descent. Various countries, geographical locations and Black churches celebrate it on 
different dates depending on when the governing authorities abolished slavery in their 
respective areas.1   
 
Many people in the former British colonies, such as Trinidad, Tobago, Bahamas, and 
Barbados celebrate Emancipation Day on or around August 1. That is the day, in 1833, 
when England’s Slavery Abolition Act went into effect.2    
 
In Washington D.C., Emancipation Day is an official holiday that occurs on April 16. It 
commemorates the signing of the Compensated Emancipation Act, which President 
Lincoln signed on April 16, 1862.3 This act freed the salves residing in Washington D.C. 
 
Many places celebrate Emancipation Day on January 1st because the Emancipation 
Proclamation went into effect on January 1, 1863.4 With this proclamation, President 
Lincoln declared all slaves in the rebellious states to be free.  
 
To enforce the Emancipation Proclamation the U.S. Army had to first defeat and 
establish control over the rebellious states. For this reason, many slaves received their 
freedom after the Civil War ended in April 1865. Some states or local areas celebrate 
Emancipation Day, not on January 1 but on the day the Emancipation Proclamation was 
proclaimed and implemented in their respective areas. 
 
Every year, on May 20, residents celebrate Emancipation Day at the Knott House 
Museum in Tallahassee, FL. Immediately after the Civil War ended, Union General 
Edward M. McCook used what later became known as the Knott house as his 
headquarters when he occupied Tallahassee. On May 20, 1865, General McCook 
declared the Emancipation Proclamation to be in effect within the greater Tallahassee 
region.5  
 
On June 19, 1865, two and a half years after the Emancipation Proclamation, Union 
soldiers, led by Major General Gordon Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news 
that the war had ended and that the enslaved were now free. Many people throughout 
the U.S. celebrate this Emancipation Day and call it Juneteenth.6 
 
December 6 is another fine date for Emancipation Day. On December 6, 1865, the 
states ratified the 13th Amendment. Unlike the Emancipation Proclamation, the 13th 
Amendment freed all the slaves throughout the entire country.7 (Although the former 

 
1 Emancipation Day - Wikipedia & https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/emancipation-day-celebrations  
2 Emancipation Day - Wikipedia 
3 Emancipation Day in the United States (timeanddate.com) 
4 https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/emancipation-day-celebrations  
5 https://www.museumoffloridahistory.com/about/the-knott-house-museum/20th-of-may/  
6 JUNETEENTH WORLD WIDE CELEBRATION 
7 https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=40  
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Confederate States used ‘Black Codes’ to force African-Americans into involuntary 
servitude while maintaining the façade of following the 13th Amendment.8).    
 
Perhaps on or around December 6, January 1st or June 19, your congregation could 
recognize Emancipation Day as part of worship. The gospel of Jesus is about freedom – 
freedom from sin and freedom to be the awesome people God created us to be. 
Celebrating Emancipation Day recognizes the image of God in every person. For more 
information, click the following links:  
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emancipation_Day 
 
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/emancipation-day-dc  
 
https://www.museumoffloridahistory.com/about/the-knott-house-museum/20th-of-may/  
 
http://juneteenth.com/history.htm  
 
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=40  
 
https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/emancipation-day-celebrations  
 
https://www.npr.org/2012/12/29/167905308/watch-nights-honor-emancipation-
proclamations-anniversary  
 
https://www.processhistory.org/juneteenth-king/  
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