
Covenant Renewal Service AKA Watch Night Service 
 
In 1755 John Wesley led a worship service inspired by the work of Puritan Richard Alleine. The 
service is now called the Covenant Renewal Service and is also known as a Watch Night Service. 
The service is normally held on New Year’s Eve as a way of renewing our commitment to God as 
we step into a new year. John Wesley remembers the service being “rich, meaningful, and a 
remarkable blessing.”  
 
Several versions of the service were developed after Wesley’s orginal version, including a 
version celebrated by many African American churches. This adaptation, also known as 
Freedom’s Eve, not only renews a commitment to God, it also celebrates freedom from slavery. 
Watch Night Services in the African American tradition celebrate the emancipation 
proclamation, which freed slaves from the confederate states on January 1, 1863. 
 
As you prepare and think about the end of the year in your local congregation consider leading 
a Covenant Renewal service or a Watch Night Service, or a combination of both...  

 
Which ever version you choose, we encourage you to update the language for your context and 
add an anti-racism component.  
 
For more information check out the links below.  
 
Links  

• Wesley’s Original Service can be found in  
o David Tripp, The Renewal of the Covenant in the Methodist Tradition, London: 

Epworth Press, 1969 (Appendix II, 177-188).  
o Frank Whaling, Introduction to “John and Charles Wesley: Selected Prayers, 

Hymns, Journal Notes, Sermons, Letters and Treatises” in The Classics of 
Western Spirituality, New York: Paulist Press, 1981, 134-145. 

• For more history and a full liturgy of the Covenant Renewal Service see the Book of 
Common Worship, pages 288-294 

• For more history on the African American Tradition of the Watch Night Service 
o https://www.britannica.com/topic/Watch-Night 
o https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watchnight_service 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8luWRqtmbzk&t=7s 

• Online Version of History of Covenant Renewal Service: 
o https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/covenant-renewal-service 

• Wiki Link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wesley_Covenant_Service 

• Information on Emancipation Day Celebration: 
o https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lNpLK5tU6zNAWem_TJ7R3HZMeLflWeLE/view

?usp=sharing 
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Join a Watch Night Service Live on December 31, 2020 
Our very own Pamela Green, United Methodist Pastor in the Florida Conference, will be leading 
a Watch Night Service online. This is a great opportunity to reach out to people who will be 
home waiting for the new year. Please join us as we celebrate what God has done and 
anticipating what God will do.  
 
Link: 
 
Join from your computer, tablet or smartphone 
https://www. 
gotomeet 
.me/PamelaGreen1 
 
 
You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: 
+1 (646) 749-3112 
Access Code: 614-447-565 
 

 


