An Initiative of

From Fill the Table
To Pass the Peace
Key Scripture
Acts 2:46b
“They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts.” (NIV)

Last year, United Methodists in Florida distributed over seven million meals
through Fill the Table. In 2022, we want you to Pass the Peace and gather
around the table and listen to one another. Pass the Peace: Gather, Eat and
Listen at the Table is an initiative of The Florida Conference. We invite you to
gather a group of people (6 to 8 persons) for a chance to restore relationships

Key Song

after this anxious and polarizing time. Together we will rebuild the church and
re-member the body of Christ.

“We Gather Together”
The United Methodist Hymnal, No. 131
We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;
he chastens and hastens his will to make known.
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing.
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;
so from the beginning the fight we were winning;
thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine!
We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be.
Let thy congregation escape tribulation;
thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!

The goal is simple: create 1,000 pass the peace moments between January
and June of 2022. All you have to do is invite a diverse group to join you for
a meal. We will provide the questions to start the conversation. This follows
the examples of the early church who “broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts” (Acts 2:46b).

So won’t you join us and gather together to ask the
Lord’s blessing and Pass the Peace!

A Simple Way to
(Re)connect
As we begin to emerge from the initial impact of Covid we look to the start of
2022 with great hope as we know that even in the midst of all of life’s chaos God is
with us. It is with this assurance that we step out in faith into the next act of life’s
drama. Each of us has the opportunity to shape this next act by our own act-ions.
With this in mind, we are asking you to engage in “Act II with Acts 2” - a simple
step towards connection, hope, and healing.
•

Over the next few months, we hope you will reach out to those around you perhaps those who you’ve missed being in connection with, or perhaps someone you’d like to know better.

•

Gather for a meal, appetizers, favorite dessert, your favorite brew, or a beverage. It can be as simple as an invite to meet at a restaurant or you may want
do something more involved such as having folks to your home for lunch or
dinner. The idea is to engage in an act of connection and kindness much
the way the believers did in Acts 2.

There are no rules to this. It’s truly up to you how to engage. But let it be a time
of renewal, connecting (or reconnecting) and allowing yourself to be a witness of
God’s love to those who too are entering into Act II.

Guiding Questions
Find a local restaurant large
enough to hold your group.

Connecting with Each Other
•

Grab breakfast, brunch, lunch or dinner.
Meet only for appetizers.
Meet for drinks at a local pub or coffee shop.

Invite each person to share a bit about themselves if everyone in the group is not
already acquainted.

•

Host a potluck inside or outside
at someone’s house.

These past two years of the COVID pandemic has been an unusual time that has
brought a lot of change to our lives. What has been an unexpected blessing or joy
during this season?

•

What has been a challenge or struggle during this season?

•

A number of factors (politics, media, denominational issues, increased isolation, etc.)
have led to many people feeling a sense of polarization during this time. Have you
personally lost a friendship or relationship due to polarization?

•

What is one thing you’d like this group around the table to understand better about
you, for the purpose of building connection?

•
•
•

•
•

Pizza Night: Order pizzas or make your own.
Soup Night: Bring soup, bread/cornbread, garnishes
for the soup, dessert or drinks.
Taco Night: Bring taco shells, tortilla chips or lettuce
for taco salad. Others bring toppings and the meat.
Breakfast for dinner
Dessert Night
Take Out Night: Everyone brings a dish from their
favorite restaurant
Salad Night: Chicken salad, pasta salad, fruit salad

•
•
•
•
•

Meet at a park or beach for a picnic.
•
•
•

Everyone can bring their own meal
Bring your favorite take out to share
Everyone can bring a side to share

Meet at three different places –
one for appetizers, one for a main
meal & one for dessert.

Connecting with Scripture
•

Someone read aloud Acts 2:42-47.

•

Consider the persons who made up the Acts 2 church. Were they likely a
homogeneous or a diverse group? What characteristics might they have had that
could have potentially polarized them?

•

How do you think they achieved the deep, relational community described in Acts 2?

•

Do you believe that an Acts 2 church is still possible? Why or why not?

