
 

 

Proclamation Guidelines 
Full Connection Deacon or Provisional Deacon Application 

 
Required Components: 

1. Link to YouTube or VIMEO video of you proclaiming the Word in your ministry setting 

2. Your responses to the proclamation questions 

3. Bible Study – FOR FULL CONNECTION ONLY 

For Provisional Deacon: 
We want to experience how you proclaim the Gospel in your ministry. Give an example using 
one of the following options:  
 
Option 1: Give an example of living out your call to connect the Church and the world in a real 
ministry setting, such as in your current field education placement, a local church or an agency 
with which you are involved. 

 
1. Video 

As you prepare your material for the Florida Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, we 
want to see your best efforts. We suggest that you not wait until the last minute before the 
application deadline to record your video.  Rather, you should videotape several settings 
throughout the year and submit those you feel best represent your call. 

Upload a video link showing evidence of how you are “proclaiming the Word” in your 
current ministry setting to YouTube or VIMEO. The video should be 20-30 minutes.  
 
2.  Proclamation Questions  
After viewing the video, what is your personal evaluation of the content? Using theological 
and faith terms, reflect on and write your response to these questions: 
 
1. What gifts does the video show? Write about how you are using them in this 

setting. 
 

2. In this particular video, how does it show you living out your understanding of the 
ministry of the deacon?  
 

3. How does it show you connecting the church (faith community) to the world? 
 
Upload your answers to the proclamation questions to UMCARES in PDF format. Use the 
question template and follow the BOM writing guidelines, including your name on each page.  
 
Option 2: Share a worship service following the Elder guidelines. Understand we want to hear 
in your sermon how your ministry is connecting the church and the world. You must upload all 



 

 

components: video, manuscript, exegetical notes, and responses to the Elder proclamation 
questions. 
 
Video Guidelines for both options: Upload your video to YouTube or Vimeo and submit the 
video link via UMCARES. Be sure to watch the video for quality after you upload it. The video 
must provide good lighting and a visual focus at a distance that will clearly show your body 
language, facial expressions, and gestures. The audio must be loud enough and of a quality 
that it can be clearly understood. Make sure that you are speaking directly into a connected 
microphone, if that is needed, to provide proper audio quality. There is also a need for the 
review committee to see the congregation or participants as a part of the video while you 
are preaching or proclaiming the word.  
 
IMPORTANT: Keep a master copy of your video. 
 
For Full Connection Deacon: 
We want to experience how you proclaim the Gospel in your primary ministry setting.  Please 
complete one of the two options listed below.  Select the option which best represents how you 
are proclaiming the Gospel in your ministry setting. 
 
Option 1: Please share at least two examples of how you are communicating the Gospel and 
connecting the church to the world. These may include but are not limited to: a new member 
class, a small group, an outreach event, a teaching moment, or a community service 
opportunity. We want to see actual leadership engagement and communication. 

 
1. Video 
As you prepare your material for the Florida Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, we 
want to see your best efforts. We suggest that you not wait until the last minute before the 
application deadline to record your video.  Rather, you should videotape several settings 
throughout the year and submit those you feel best represent your call..  
 
Upload a video showing evidence of how you are “proclaiming the Word” in your current 
ministry setting. The video should be 20-30 minutes 
 
2.  Questions 
After viewing the video, what is your personal evaluation of the content? Using theological 
and faith terms, reflect on and write your response to these questions following the BOM 
Writing Guidelines including appropriately citing references. 

 
1. What gifts does the video show? Write about how you are using them in this 

setting. 
 



 

 

2. In this particular video, how does it show you living out your understanding of the 
ministry of the deacon?  
 

3. How does it show you connecting the church (faith community) to the world? 
 

Upload your answers to the proclamation questions to UMCARES in PDF format. Use the 
question template and follow the BOM writing guidelines including appropriately citing 
references.  

 
Option 2: Share a worship service following the Elder guidelines. We specifically want to hear 
in your sermon how your ministry is connecting the church and the world.  You must also 
include an additional 10 minutes of you effectively communicating the Gospel in a ministry 
setting outside the pulpit. These may include but are not limited to: a new member class, a small 
group, an outreach event, a teaching moment, or a community service opportunity. You must 
upload all components: video, manuscript, exegetical notes, and responses to the Elder 
proclamation questions 
 
Video Guidelines for both options: Upload your video to YouTube or Vimeo and submit the 
video link via UMCARES. Be sure to watch the video for quality after you upload it. The video 
must provide good lighting and a visual focus at a distance that will clearly show your body 
language, facial expressions, and gestures. The audio must be loud enough and of a quality 
that it can be clearly understood. Make sure that you are speaking directly into a connected 
microphone, if that is needed, to provide proper audio quality. There is also a need for the 
review committee to see the congregation or participants as a part of the video while you 
are preaching or proclaiming the word.  
 
IMPORTANT: Keep a master copy of your video. 
 
3. Bible Study – FOR FULL CONNECTION 
Plan and teach a Bible Study on a book of the Bible or a topic such as, but not limited to: The 
Sermon on the Mount, Call Stories, Parables, Life of a Bible Character, The Least Last and 
Lost, or Healing Stories.  

• The study should be a minimum of four sessions. 
• Present your plan, an outline of all sessions, and a self-evaluation of the Bible Study. 
• Follow the BOM Writing Guidelines including appropriately citing references.  
• Do not use a prepared or “canned” Bible Study. 
• This requirement is to demonstrate your creativity in how to teach God’s Word to 

somebody else. 
 

Answer the following questions related to your Bible Study. 
 

1. Purpose statement: What you hope the class members will experience or discover. 



 

 

2. Texts to be covered. 

3. Teaching methods that you will use. 

4. Describe the flow of the class.  

5. What resources/supplies will you use? 

6. Describe the setting of the Bible Study. 

7. In one page evaluate the lessons you taught. Strengths? Growth areas? What could you 
have done to make the lesson clearer? Did you communicate to the participants the key 
concepts of the study? 

In addition we ask you provide us with one session of your detailed lesson plans. This should be 
4-6 pages in length—include learning goals, teaching strategies, and aids.  Videotape this 
lesson and upload it to YouTube or VIMEO. Your video should be approximately 20 minutes of 
the class. We would like you to focus on the teaching and discussion portion. You do not need 
to record the prayer time, announcements, etc.  Please make sure you have permission to 
record the class either verbally on the tape, or upload signed consent forms with your 
submission.  


