
WHEREAS the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry is responsible for guiding, preparing,
evaluating, and presenting gifted, Spirit-filled candidates for licensed, comissioned, and
ordained ministry, and

WHEREAS the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry presented 16 persons they found to be
highly-qualified for provisional membership as clergy in the Florida Annual Conference, and

WHEREAS provisional membership was denied to this entire class of future leaders when some
clergy, many of whom do not even plan to remain in the United Methodist Church, voted against
them because the class included LGBTQ persons,

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED that the Florida Annual Conference affirms the work of
the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, believes wholeheartedly that the candidates they
presented are called by God to ordained ministry, and expects that their commissioning will
eventually happen; and

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that, while there is no mechanism outside of a vote by the
clergy session that could rectify what was done to this class, the Florida Annual Conference
invites these candidates for commissioning to participate in the Residency in Ministry process at
the earliest opportunity, and if possible having the coming year count toward the required length
of time that must pass before they can apply for ordination; and

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the Bishop would consult with the cabinet and determine
whether a clergy session might be convened, in accordance with ¶369.5, either as a part of the
fall clergy gathering or another time, rather than waiting until Annual Conference 2023 to
commission the class as recommended by the Board of Ordained Ministry; and

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Annual Conference acknowledges that the
actions of the clergy session were clearly harmful to the commissioning class of 2022, when
they should have received gratitude for their hard work, admiration for their many gifts, and
boundless hope for the church that they will soon lead instead. We apologize for the delay this
action has caused in their careers, and for taking away what was supposed to be a joyous
celebration on Saturday with colleagues, family, and friends; some of whom have already
traveled to be in attendance.
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