
Valuing God's Gift in Uncertain Times 
 

Whereas as United Methodists, we believe that Christ died for all persons, (John 3:16) 
and our Discipline states, that, "Primary for us is the Gospel understanding that all persons are 
important-because they are human beings created by God and loved through and by Jesus 
Christ and not because they have merited significance,"(2016 Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church, Paragraph 161,) and  

Whereas our Lord Jesus commands us, "I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another (John 13:34 NRSV)," 
and "You shall love your neighbor as yourself" (Matthew 22:39 NRSV); and our Lord also 
declares “I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; (Matt 25:35 NAS) and, "Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me" 
(Matthew 25:40 NRSV); and  

Whereas the Bible declares that all humans are distinctively created in the image of 
God, (Genesis 1:27); and 

Whereas the 2016 Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church (page 116, 
paragraph 161.M.) states: Children are a gift from God to be welcomed and received. 

Therefore, be it resolved, as members of the Florida Conference of the United 
Methodist Church and in accordance with Scripture and our United Methodist Discipline, we 
support the belief that both born and unborn children and their mothers and fathers are 
equally loved by God and are of equal value to God and God’s church, regardless of the origin of 
the pregnancy.  

Furthermore, we encourage all pregnant mothers and fathers to recognize their unborn 
children as persons worthy of love, value, and life, and to do them no harm. We encourage and 
urge compassion to those women who experienced unintended pregnancy through rape or 
incest through church support groups that assist women, during and after their pregnancies.   

The implementation and distribution of this Resolution is not foreseen to have any 
financial impact to the Florida Annual Conference.  
 

This resolution is presented by the Reverend Gene Maddox, Florida Lifewatch state 
coordinator. 
 


