
SOLAR SANCTUARIES ADVOCACY RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, God’s first commandment to human kind was to cultivate his good garden, 
and 

WHEREAS, we, as God’s children, people of faith, are to be responsible for the way we 
live and use God’s garden, the natural environment; and 

WHEREAS, while on this earth, we have been commanded to love our neighbors as 
ourselves, and 

WHEREAS, climate change is happening now and is primarily human-induced and the 
overuse of fossil fuels has caused a build-up of greenhouse gases which has altered 
the earth’s climate, and  

WHEREAS, our current sources of electricity used in our churches and homes 
contribute greatly to growing carbon emissions, and 

WHEREAS, our upstream actions as a church effects those downstream of us and 
loving our neighbors extends to all creation, and  

WHEREAS, according to the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, we have 
8 years to change our energy sources to drastically reduce global greenhouse gas 
emissions 45 percent below 2010 levels by 2030, reaching ‘net zero’ around 2050, and 

WHEREAS, climate change has raised average global temperatures, caused sea-level 
rise, acidified oceans, harmed ecosystems, increased the rate of species extinction, 
contributed to extreme weather events that are more intense and frequent, increased 
the severity of droughts, floods, and wildfires, and created 18 million international 
climate migrants in North America alone seeking safety to live and work, and 

WHEREAS, Florida has over 1,200 miles of coastline, almost 4,500 square miles of 
estuaries and bays, more than 6,700 square miles of other coastal waters, and low lying 
topography. In addition, most of its 18 million residents live within 60 miles of the 
Atlantic Ocean or Gulf of Mexico, and  

WHEREAS, Florida’s diverse, productive coastal and marine ecosystems provide food 
and other products, valuable and irreplaceable ecological functions, and aesthetic and 
recreational opportunities. The state’s life support system, economy, and quality of life 
depend on preserving and sustaining these resources over the long term, and   

WHEREAS, Florida's high risk for climate impacts include land loss to sea-level rise, 
life-threatening heat, catastrophic hurricanes, vector-borne diseases, saltwater intrusion 
into freshwater sources, climate migration, food insecurity, and economic ruin for 
coastal communities, and  

WHEREAS, we recognize the disproportionate impacts of these ongoing 
environmental harms on the lives of the poor, people of color, indigenous people, 



coastal communities, and the most vulnerable around the world, and the need for a fair 
and balanced energy transition that leaves no one behind, NOW 

BE IT RESOLVED we as people of faith, rooted in the Wesleyan tradition, will advocate 
for opportunities to make solar installation attainable and affordable for all to bring about 
a just transition to renewable energy to reduce the harms we have caused to God’s 
creation, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that our moral responsibility, as stewards of Creation, is 
not to be remain silent, but to use our voices for the voiceless to expand access to 
clean, renewable solar power, and to advocate for a just transition to renewable energy 
at the local, state, federal, and global levels and that we will proactively advocate for our 
churches to become solar sanctuaries in the Florida UM Conference in order to achieve 
carbon neutrality.  
 
There is no financial impact of this resolution to the Florida Annual Conference. 
 
Humbly submitted by the following to our UM Florida Annual Conference   
Elan Brown, MS, The Florida Conference Creation Care Task Team Member, SW 
Florida District Delegate to AC, Cornerstone UMC Creation Care leader and Formation 
leadership team, Cornerstone United Methodist Church, Naples 
Cara Fleischer, The Florida Conference Creation Care Task Chair, Saint Paul’s UMC 
Creation Care Leader, Saint Paul’s UMC, Tallahassee  
Alma Manney, Florida Conference Peace with Justice Coordinator, Saint Luke’s UMC, 
Orlando 
Sara Nussel, The Florida Conference Creation Care Task Team member, First UMC, 
Williston  
Kim Wendt, The Florida Conference Creation Care Task Team member, Oceanview 
UMC, Juno Beach 
Sarah Flint, The Florida Conference Creation Care Task Team member, Memorial 
UMC, Fernandina Beach 
Rev. Andy Bell, Lakewood UMC, Saint Petersburg 
Rev. Fred Ball, Retired, Gulf Central District  
Rev. Roy Terry, Cornerstone UMC, Naples 
Rev. Danny Bennett, Saint John’s UMC, Winter Haven 
Roland Dietrich, Formation Leadership Chair, Cornerstone UMC, Naples 
Cathy Orban, Formation Leadership team, Cornerstone UMC, Naples  
LuAnne Skoglund, Formation Leadership Team, Cornerstone UMC, Naples  
Laurel Brown, Youth delegate to the Florida Annual Conference, Cornerstone UMC, 
Naples  
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