
 

FLORIDA SOUTHERN COLLEGE 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic seriously disrupted the education enterprise at Florida 
Southern College (FSC). However, our senior administrative team, faculty, and staff 
have worked tirelessly, strategically, and with great enthusiasm to ensure the College’s 
and our students’ continuing success throughout the crisis. After the campus’s closing 
on March 12, faculty and students transitioned to remote learning and successfully 
completed the spring semester. The academic year culminated in a virtual 
Commencement ceremony on May 16 for the Class of 2020 which was streamed on 
FSC’s website as well as Facebook and You Tube. Despite COVID -19, we have 
realized several notable achievements this past year. I am pleased to share highlights 
of these accomplishments. 
 
We began the 2019-2020 academic year with one of the largest, most diverse 
undergraduate enrollments in our history. Of our 2,469 undergraduates, 24 percent are 
minority, 17 percent are first-generation students, and 24 percent are Pell Grant 
recipients. This year’s incoming class of 682 first-year students is among our most 
academically qualified class ever, with an average GPA of 3.76, SAT composite score 
of 1202, and ACT score of 26. These students have travelled from 37 states and Puerto 
Rico and 18 countries to attend Florida Southern College.  
 
FSC students and recent graduates are receiving important recognition for scholarly 
achievement, indicative of the academic excellence at Florida Southern. In 2017, Zoe 
Trout ’17 became our first Fulbright Award recipient. Four FSC alumni/students earned 
Fulbright Awards in 2018-2019 and three were named Fulbright Scholars in 2019-2020. 
Consequently, FSC has been named a “Top Producer of Fulbright U.S. Students.” 

 
We also are thrilled that Zach Fralish ’20 was awarded a 2019 Goldwater Scholarship to 
support his research on the use of nanotechnology in the treatment of retinal disease.  
Zach is the second FSC student to earn a prestigious Goldwater Scholarship. He joins 
recent summa cum laude graduate Jake Griner ’19, a 2017 Goldwater Scholar, who is 
enrolled in the M.D.-Ph.D. dual-degree program at the Medical University of South 
Carolina with plans to pursue a career in medical oncology. 
 
Last spring, our chemistry program earned the accreditation of the American Chemical 
Society (ACS). Earned by only the most rigorous undergraduate chemistry programs, this 
prestigious accreditation confirms that we are achieving the highest standards in 
chemistry education. ACS accreditation will further strengthen our ability to recruit and 
retain outstanding chemistry students and faculty. It will also greatly advantage our 
graduates as they apply for admission to graduate and professional schools, seek their 
first jobs, and begin building their careers. 
 
We celebrated two building openings this year. Last August, FSC welcomed the first 
cohort of students in our new Doctor of Physical Therapy program and dedicated the 
program’s home, the new Jean and Sal Campisi, Sr. Academic Center for Physical 
Therapy. In March, we dedicated the new Carol Jenkins Barnett Center for Early 



Childhood Learning and Health and its companion structure, the new Curry Education 
Center. The Barnett Center is home to our innovative, interdisciplinary nursing and 
education program and Community Resources Studio. The program will enable us to 
educate a new generation of nurses and teachers about the interrelation of health and 
learning in early childhood while offering practicing teachers and nurses continuing 
education to help them provide comprehensive care to children and their families. 
 
No sooner did we dedicate the Barnett Center/Curry Education Center than FSC’s School 
of Education was once again recognized by the Florida Department of Education as one 
of the top teacher preparation programs in the state. In each of the last nine years, FSC 
education majors have achieved a 100 percent pass rate on the Florida Teacher 
Certification Examination. 
 
In March, we broke ground on a new middle school building for the Roberts Academy, 
Florida’s first transitional school for children with dyslexia that also serves as a laboratory 
school for our undergraduate education majors, enabling them to gain experience they 
take into their own classrooms in recognizing and assisting students with dyslexia. 
Featuring state-of-the-art classrooms, advanced instructional technology, and modern 
science laboratories, the Roberts Academy Middle School is expected to be completed by 
the fall and will allow us to enroll 6th through 8th grade students, who receive specialized 
instruction using the Orton-Gillingham learning method enabling them to gain the 
academic skills and confidence to succeed in high school and beyond. 
 
Our School of Nursing and Health Sciences also continues its trajectory toward increasing 
levels of academic distinction. FSC graduates’ pass rate on the National Council 
Licensure Exam (NCLEX) consistenly exceeds the national average, demonstrating the 
program’s high degree of quality, student talent, and instructional excellence. As a result, 
enrollment in our baccalaureate and master’s nursing degree programs continues to 
grow, and the first cohort of students began in our new Doctor of Nursing Practice 
program launched in fall 2019. 
 
Florida Southern is recognized as one of the nation’s best small private colleges.  
Acclaimed as a “College of Distinction” for 12 consecutive years, FSC also is included in 
The Princeton Review’s The Best 385 Colleges, the prestigious Fiske Guide to Colleges 
2020, and in Forbes Magazine’s 2019 rankings of “America’s Top Colleges.” The 
Washington Monthly ranks FSC among the Best National Master’s Universities and also 
includes the College in its list of the “Best Bangs for the Buck” in the Southeast in its 2019 
college guide. In addition, FSC is ranked #10 among Regional Universities in the South in 
U.S. News and World Report’s 2019-2020 rankings of “America’s Best Colleges.” 
 
Under the leadership of Chaplain Tim Wright ’94, campus ministries remain an integral 
part of the student life experience at FSC. The activities of our eight student-led 
ministries ensure that students have opportunities to grow in faith through worship, Bible 
study, fellowship, and service nearly every night of the week. Chaplain Wright and his 
team have played a critical role in our COVID-19 response. While students were at 
home, the team continued to offer pastoral counseling via Zoom, Facetime, and Google 



Hangout, counseling about 20 students per week. They also hosted a weekly online 
meeting in which 35-50 students participated, sharing how they were coping with the 
crisis and supporting one another. Additionally, they created an online Easter Sunday 
worship experience for students. The Chaplain’s Office is providing assistance and 
services to students virtually throughout the summer and will continue to play a vital role 
in our recovery when students return in the fall. 
 
Our faculty provided another sterling example of our community’s resilience and 
compassion in the face of the COVID-19 storm. With healthcare professionals facing 
critical shortages of personal protective equipment, our science, nursing, and physical 
therapy professors collected essential supplies on campus that otherwise would have 
been unused during our remote-learning period. They donated hundreds of face masks, 
safety glasses, isolation gowns, and more than 19,000 medical-grade gloves to 
Lakeland Regional Health, Polk County's primary hospital and healthcare system. Their 
leadership is an inspiration to all of us at Florida Southern and a source of 
encouragement as we cope with the difficulties that the pandemic has wrought. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic is having an impact on enrollment and FSC’s finances.  While 
our Admissions and Student Development teams are working thoughtfully and diligently, 
deposits and current student registration numbers are behind where they were this time 
last year. Also, we had to make a major investment in technology infrastructure to 
facilitate remote learning; have refunded to families a pro-rata portion of student revenue 
derived from room and board charges; and have experienced higher payroll costs 
associated with paying overtime to several essential staff members who have been 
required to work on campus during the pandemic. (I am pleased to report that due to 
sound management of the College’s finances over the last 15 years, we have avoided 
furloughing or laying off employees.) However, the full extent of COVID-19’s impact will 
not be known until the crisis has passed, the economy returns to "normal," and we are 
able to determine the pandemic's effect on future enrollments.  
 
What we can say with certainty now is that the Florida United Methodist Conference’s 
support has never been more important than it has been this year and will be in the 
coming year and the foreseeable future as we recover from COVID-19. There is no 
language I can summon to express adequately my own or our college community’s 
profound gratitude to the Conference for your faithful, generous, and transformative 
investment in the mission of Florida Southern and the lives of our talented students. 
Thank you for the opportunity to share this update on the College and express our 
deepest appreciation for the Conference’s unwavering commitment to our institution’s and 
our students’ success. 
 
With respect and gratitude, 
 
Anne B. Kerr, Ph.D.  
President 


