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2019-2020 Annual Report 
  
Bethune-Cookman University (B-CU) is a Historically Black University founded in 1904 by Dr. 

Mary McLeod Bethune with five little girls, $1.50 and faith in God. This remarkable University 

has grown to be a formidable leader in higher education where more than 3,000 students 

representing thirty-two countries enroll annually to engage in vibrant academic enterprises.  

Under the leadership of the university’s seventh President, E. LaBrent Chrite, Ph.D., and the 

Board of Trustees Chairman, Belvin Perry Jr., Esquire, the University continues to live out its 

historic mission to “educate a diverse community of learners to become responsible, productive 

citizens and solution seekers through the promotion of faith, scholarship, creative endeavors, 

leadership and service.” 

 

Faith is the first listed core value of the University, and B-CU welcomes diverse religious 

traditions from around the world.  The university is unapologetically Christian and remains 

anchored in the Wesleyan practice of scripture, reason, tradition and experience.  As a 

Methodist endowed university, B-CU is living out its legacy of academic excellence and faith 

through the commitment and support of the United Methodist Church.  

 

B-CU has a diverse international faculty who support 36 undergraduate and (8) graduate degrees 

through (9) academic Schools and Colleges: College of Business and Entrepreneurship, College 

of Education, Petrock College of Health Sciences, Bob Billingslea School of Hospitality 

Management, College of Liberal Arts, School of Nursing, La-Doris McClaney School of 

Performing Arts and Communication, Bishop Cornelius and Dorthye Henderson School of 

Religion and College of Science, Engineering and Mathematics.  

 

The Chaplaincy Department (CD), under the leadership of the Director of Religious 

Life/University Chaplain, Rev. Kenya Lovell, fosters an energetic religious life community 

through more than 400 faith-based activities, programs and worship services each year.  The  

department is committed to serving all members of the community regardless of race, culture, 

religion, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, gender or ability; and is intentional in 

providing compassionate care to those who desire spiritual counseling, encouragement and 

guidance.  Additionally, the Chaplaincy Department sponsors six auxiliary ministry groups and 

leads the University in cultivating faith as the institution honors its heritage, tradition and values 

through friendly service and theological engagement.   
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Highlights from the 2019-2020 Academic Year include: 

● Dr. E. LaBrent Chrite was named the seventh president of the university in the Fall of 

2019.   
 

● Collaboration with community partners to operate a monthly food distribution event that 

regularly assists 700 families experiencing food disparities.   
 

● Hosting world-renowned lecturers to promote social justice awareness and cultural 

heritage preservation groups.   
 

● Future Generations Funding for Challenging Conversations, a dialogue series that 

allowed members from across the university community and the surrounding area to 

engage in provocative conversations that challenged thought and behavior in an effort to 

create a more civil environment.    
 

● Hosted 45 people participating in the Education USA Center-Centro Educativo 

Latinoamericano (CEL).  This program offers students from Argentina a cultural 

immersion trip that explores language, culture, history, arts and community development. 
 

● As of May 9, 2020, the Department of Chaplaincy has six pre-ministerial graduate 

students: four students attending Chandler School of Theology, one at Duke University, 

and one at Methodist Theological School of Ohio.   
  

● Recent (March 2020) commitment from the Florida State Legislature of $17.3 million 

in recurring support to meet university financial need. 
 

Total giving year-to-date for the University is $3,534,375.00 

The total giving target for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 $7,000,000.00 

Total giving year-to-date for the University is $3,534,375.00 

The annual fund giving target for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 $3,750,000.00 

The restricted giving target for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 $3,250,000.00 

Restricted year-to-date giving is $1,196,021.00 

Annual fund giving year-to-date for the current year is $2,338,354.00 

Restricted year-to-date giving is $1,196,021.00 

 

B-CU maintains international award winning choral and instrumental groups and nationally 

recognized intercollegiate athletic programs.  
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Bethune-Cookman University is grateful for the enduring generosity and philanthropic support 

of The United Methodist Church.  With your partnership, B-CU is radically transforming lives, 

developing global leaders committed to civic engagement and ministerial service in the world.  

As we lift up the accomplishments of this great Institution, I leave you with the words of our 

founder, Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, “If we continue in our trend, we will be able to rear 

increasing numbers of strong, purposeful men and women, equipped with vision, mental clarity, 

health and education.”   

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,   

Rev. Kenya M. Lovell    

Director of Religious Life/University Chaplain 
Bethune-Cookman University  

 

  

      


