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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
I want to thank you for the gift of your lives in service to our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. And in addition I am grateful for our 
connection as clergy of the United Methodist Church and, in par-
ticular, in this relationship within the Florida Conference. 
 
In I Corinthians 3:6, the Apostle Paul writes, “I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God gave the growth”. In this verse of scripture we 
are reminded that we offer gifts to God’s people, and that in the 
providence of God, and in due season, these gifts blossom and 
bear fruit. And so every pastoral conversation, every sermon, 
every baptism, every confirmation, every prophetic word, every 
communion service, every wedding and every memorial service 
becomes a part of God’s eternal work. 
 
Now that you have entered into the retired relationship, I wish 
you God’s peace and Sabbath rest! I ask that you pray for your 
younger brothers and sisters who remain in active ministry. And I 
close with admiration for all that you mean to the life of this An-
nual Conference. 
 

"May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be  

gracious unto you. 
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,  

and give you peace."   (Numbers 6:24-26) 
 
 
 
 

+Kenneth H. Carter, Jr. 
Resident Bishop, Florida Conference 
The United Methodist Church 



Mary Ashcraft 
Licensed Local Pastor 

(9 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2012.   

Holiday, Joining Hands Mission Unit-
ed Methodist Church Inc. 2011; New 
Port Richey, Asbury 2018. 

 
 
 

 
I was blessed to serve an amazing group of servant minded  
individuals from 3/6/11 through 6/30/2020. In July of 2018 I was  
given the honor to serve as shepherd for Asbury UMC and  
Joining Hands Mission. Both resided on the same campus and 
served a very diverse community. 

As I was able to give more time to ministry after retiring from 
Brown and Brown insurance brokerage agency, I joined the  
governing boards of One Community Now and the Homeless  
Coalition. Through these connections the ministry outreach was 
able to be expanded. 

Both congregations worked together with Metropolitan Minis-
tries, Volunteer Way, Florida Food Source, First Methodist New 
Port Richey, Hope UMC, Palm Harbor UMC, and  
Trinity Presbyterian Church to provide food, clothing and spiritu-
al guidance for a community struggling to regain stability.  

Both congregations will be finding new ways to do ministry as 
their current campus will be closed. 

I was blessed to see God lead, guide and bless the community 
they served. My prayer is that God will open new doors for those 
who need to strengthen their and grow in their faith journey. 



Zig Bays 
Licensed Local Pastor 
(10 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2010. 
Alva 2009; Davie 2012; Tallahassee, 
Chaires 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I still remember the Scripture being read by Rev. Denman Jones, 
at Cypress Lake United Methodist Church, Fort Myers, from  
Jonah 3:1: “Then the Word of the Lord came to Jonah a second 
time.” 
 
As those words were read, the Word of the Lord came to me a 
second time. It was now time to finish what I started years ago at 
Indiana Wesleyan University, to “Go and preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ!” 
 
Today, I feel so blessed by God to have had this opportunity to 
serve as a pastor in The United Methodist Church of the Florida 
Annual Conference.  
 
I remember in my prayers those who supported my call into full 
time ministry and those loving congregations who received me 
as their pastor and prayed for me while serving them at Alva, 
Davie, and Chaires-Tallahassee.  
 
May God bless the Florida Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church! 



Marilyn Beecher  
Deacon in Full Connection 
(39 Years of Service) 
 
Florida DM1981 FD1997. Lake 
Worth, Lakeside, 1981; Miami Dis-
trict Campus Ministry, 1983; Mis-
sionary to Bulgaria, 1993; Board of 
Global Ministries, 1997; Church and 
Community Worker, Orlando District 
Outreach and Revitalization, 2002; 
Church & Community Worker 

(GBGM), Orlando, 2004 and Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON), 
2012; Family Leave, 2014; Derbyshire Place, Holly Hill (Daytona), 
(331.1a) 2016 and UMCOR Case Manager, Volusia County, 
(331.1a) 2017; Retired, 2020. 
 
God’s call came at summer camp in Leesburg.  My ministry start-
ed in the local church, but soon became lived out in  mission and  
outreach settings.  This path led to Campus Ministry, Disaster 
Response and missionary service for 22 years with appointments 
in Bulgaria, with Haitian congregations in Miami and with  
immigrants in Central Florida through Justice For Our Neighbors.  
Gradually I was changed.  My worldview was expanded to be 
more global and more eternal.  Sharing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, serving and working with people at genuine points of 
need and partnering for justice has been a true joy.  Thank you 
to the covenant churches, UMW and all who supported me and 
who still support missionaries today.   In retirement, I cling to the 
same call because God’s purpose has not changed.  I will still be 
working and praying for God’s peace, grace and justice to come 
for all people. 
 
 



T. Glenn Bosley-Mitchell  
Elder in Full Connection 
(42 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1978 D1978 FE1987. Stu-
dent, Iliff, 1978; Student, Florida 
State University, 1979; Leave of Ab-
sence, 1982; Tallahassee, Bethel, 
1982; Student, Candler, 1983; Assis-
tant Chaplain, Emory, 1985; Largo, 
Saint Paul, Assoc., 1986; Jacksonville, 
Spring Glen, 1989; Miami, Perrine-

Peters, 1992; Gainesville, Trinity, Assoc., 1996; Gainesville, First, 
2000; Quincy, Centenary, 2002; Tampa, Seminole Heights, 2007; 
St. Petersburg, St. James, 2010; Miami Beach, St. John's, 2012; 
Medical Leave, 2017. 
 
A child of circuit-riding parents and three generations, both  
paternal and maternal lineage, of Ordained Ministry in Florida 
Methodism (back to 1876), and four generations at Florida 
Southern College, T. Glenn has lived throughout Florida and 
served 42 years as an ordained minister in the Florida Annual 
Conference. Glenn is half of a clergy couple (UCC/UMC), Dad to 
seven Millennials, a grad of two Methodist-related universities 
(American and Emory), as well as a graduate of the Florida State 
University College of Law. Glenn helped develop and led the 
Conference response to the AIDS crisis in the 80’s. He is a former 
member of the Florida Bar, lived through Hurricane Andrew, and 
served as a national officer for the Methodist Federation for  
Social Action. On medical leave, as a West Nile Virus survivor, 
Glenn lives in Colorado with his spouse, Gaye, who is ordained in 
the United Church of Christ. 



Rick Cabot  
Elder in Full Connection 
(25 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1996 D1996 FE1998.  
Tampa, Bayshore, Assoc., 1996; Lutz, 
First, 1998. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Two Great Churches.  Two great loves.  Over two decades 
each.  Over four decades with great joys, great challenges, and 
great people.   

Twenty five years in those two appointments, three as a Deacon 
and associate at Bayshore, and twenty two as Pastor of First 
Lutz.  Bayshore gave me a great 21 year “apprenticeship” and 
great training ground under three great Senior Pastors.  Held just 
about every paid position except Pastor until God knew the time 
was right, and then First Lutz gave me many more years to fulfill 
my calling as Pastor.   

One of my favorite quotes about serving is, “Why stoop to be a 
King when you can be a servant of the Most High God?”  I thank 
the Lord Jesus, the Bishops, the Cabinets, the District  
Superintendents, my Pastors, and the people of those two great 
churches who lovingly gave me opportunity, promotions, and 
permitted my long tenures. How could I be more thankful for 
these opportunities in service to the King of Kings!?!  



Jerry Carris  
Elder in Full Connection 
(35 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1985 D1985 FE1990.  
Student, Candler, 1985; Casselberry, 
Community, Assoc., 1986; Lake  
Panasoffkee, 1988; Olga - Ft. Myers 
Shores, 1994; Starke, First, 2000; 
Jacksonville, Oak Crest, 2002, Jack-
sonville, Good Shepherd, 2011; Her-
nando, 2012; Alachua, First, 2016. 

 

My path to ordained ministry started in my home church in Win-
ter Garden. I had not been to church in a long time but discov-
ered that a high school and MYF friend was coming to preach at 
Homecoming. I went to church on Sunday morning to hear The 
Rev. Charlene Kammerer bring the message. Her text included 
Ephesians 2:19 “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the 
household of God.” That scripture and her message grabbed me, 
and I knew I was home. Through the nurture of my local church 
and its pastor, the late Rev. Duncan L. Gray, I received a call to 
ministry. With their love, help and support, I was able to  
complete seminary with no financial debt. 

My life verse for ministry is 2 Corinthians 5:19 “in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us.” That has been my goal in every  
appointment. 

I have many wonderful memories of ministry over the years. And 
I am sincerely humbled by the call of God on my life and those 
who helped me recognize it. In addition to Duncan Gray and 
Bishop Charlene Kammerer, I would like to thank late Bob 
Bledsoe, late Wight Kirtley, late Jack Adams, Dean Brown and 
Dave Brazelton, the wonderful saints in the churches of the  
Annual Conference and my wife, Lynette, and my family.  Mostly, 
I give praise to Almighty God. 



Larry Case  
Licensed Local Pastor 
(8 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2012.  
Lake Como, Community 2011; 
Georgetown 2015; Pierson 2019; 
Crescent City Howe Memorial 2019; 
Georgetown 2019; Welaka 2019; Se-
ville, Trinity 2019 
 
 

 
Two months before retiring from CSX Transportation after work-
ing for them and their predecessors for 43 years, including a six-
year time in the U. S. Navy, I felt the call of the Lord to vocation 
ministry. Upon returning to Orange Park and my home church of 
Orange Park United Methodist, I spent a year being mentored by 
my Associate Pastor, Will Clark. If any body has complaints about 
my ministry, they can blame and contact Pastor Will. I then  
became the Supply Pastor at Lake Como United Methodist July 
2010 and was certified as a Local Pastor in July 2011. In July 
2015, I was assigned a two-point charge of Lake Como and 
Georgetown, a single charge of Georgetown in 2018, and then a 
five-point charge referred to as the Fish and Fern Faith  
Community in July 2019 where I continue to serve. 



Janet Chilcote  
Elder in Full Connection 
(17 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PE2003 FE2006. Oviedo, First, 
2003; North Carolina Conference 
(337.1), 9-1-05; Research Fellow, 
Duke Divinity School, 2005; North 
Carolina Conference (346.1), 2007; 
ZOE Ministry (GBGM Advance), 
2008; East Ohio Conference (346.1), 
2009; Family Leave, 2014; Chaplain, 

Hospice of North Central Ohio (344.1d), 2015; Orange City, 2017. 
 
As a GBGM missionary pediatric nurse practitioner, I served 7 
Years with my family in Africa in community health and orphan 
care. Stateside, I helped launch homeless family shelters in  
Orlando and Ohio.  

I served as Associate at Oviedo First UMC, and pastored  
Cokesbury UMC in NC, Adario and Paradise Hill UMCs in Ohio, 
retiring from Orange City UMC, an incredible mission outpost. 

Appointed at Duke Divinity School End of Life Institute, I helped 
found the multidisciplinary Pediatric Palliative Care Coalition of 
NC. I served two years as a Hospice Chaplain in Ohio. I was 
blessed to serve on the early board and staff of ZOE Orphan  
Empowerment ministry, a UM mission I still support.   

Following God’s call around the world with my amazing husband, 
Paul, I am thankful for the incredible blessings and love we have 
received from the beautiful diversity of God’s people.  



Sue Corley  
Licensed Local Pastor 
(11 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2009 PE2018 LP 2020. 
Kathleen, 2009; Callahan, First, 2012; 
Ocala, St. Marks, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I was born in New Jersey, the youngest of three in a Catholic 
family that was loud, funny, outspoken, and cussed frequently 
and creatively. Clearly, I was a shoo-in for pastoral ministry. I  
inherited a love of Jesus from my grandmother, who tried to 
atone for our family’s sins at St. Joseph’s Church several times a 
week before moving to Florida at age ten. 

I became a Methodist in my thirties and began in my call as a 
youth pastor in Boynton Beach for six years. Hearing a call from 
God, I attended Duke Divinity School from 2006-2009 and began 
as a Local Pastor in 2009. 

My call to leave pastoral ministry came as unexpectedly and 
mysteriously as my call into it. I’m moving to a cabin in the 
mountains of North Carolina where I hope to paint, write, and 
somehow make a living.  I am sure God has some interesting 
plans for me to use my gifts and graces that I was not able to do 
in these eleven years. God is funny that way.  



Chuck Engelhardt  
Elder in Full Connection 
(36 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1984 D1984 FE1987. Stu-
dent, Asbury, 1984; Englewood, As-
soc., 1985; Riverview, Summerfield, 
1987 (Renamed Big Bend, 1987); 
Seminole, Aldersgate, 1994; Clear-
water, Heritage, 2011; Cape Coral, 
First, 2017. 
 

 
In 1982, Kayla and I drove to Gest and Pleasantview UMC to  
become the pastor of our first 2-point charge as a local student 
pastor. We arrived and were greeted by 6 people and later 90 
people, where they addressed me as “Brother Chuck” and it all 
began. For 38 years I have served the local church and every 
weekend, I have prayed and prepared to share God’s Word with 
God’s people. In 1985, we arrived in Florida as an associate in 
Englewood, then in 1987, assigned to a vacant field to start what 
later became Big Bend UMC. 1994, with our three sons, we 
drove to Largo to lead Aldersgate UMC for 17 years. In 2011, 
Heritage UMC in Clearwater and in 2017 to Cape Coral First. It 
has been my joy to serve as Pastor of each congregation God has 
placed us. I have always lived by my life verse Proverbs 3:5-6. As 
I’ve said and always taught and will continue to declare, “We 
Trust God.” 

 



Wayne Finn  
Licensed Local Pastor 
(14 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2003.  Key West, Newman, 
2003; Miami, Kelly’s Chapel, 2005; 
Miami, Kerr Memorial, 2015; Miami, 
Faith 2017  
 
 
 
 

 



Darrell Fiske  
Elder in Full Connection 
(38 of Service) 
 
Florida PM1978 D1978 FE1982. Stu-
dent, Candler, 1978; St. Petersburg, 
First, Assoc., 1980; Clearwater, 
George Young Memorial, 1982; Stu-
dent, University South Florida, 1985; 
Student, University of Florida, 1986; 
Leave, 1996; Executive Director, 
Christian Medical Resources, Inc., 

1997. 
 
Darrell Fiske, MD was privileged to serve the Lord in a number of 
different roles. He began as associate minister at the historic 
First UMC St. Petersburg and then was honored with the task of 
planting a new church, East Lake Church Palm Harbor. From 
there he followed the calling to combine science and ministry 
and was admitted to the University of Florida College of  
Medicine where he earned his MD in 1990. Five years later, after 
completing post-doctoral training in internal medicine and  
rheumatology, he established his medical practice in Stuart as a 
board certified rheumatologist. Over the course of his career he 
has served all groups and ages providing healing through rheu-
matologic care. He also advanced the science of medicine as a 
research principal investigator or sub-investigator in over 300 
clinical trials. Now officially retired from the Florida Conference, 
he continues his work in medicine.  



Sue Garcia  
Licensed Local Pastor  
(13 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2003. 
Auburndale, Lena Vista 2001; Au-
burndale, Lena Vista 2009; Lakeland, 
Lakewood Park, 2012; Ridge Manor 
Community 2015; Retired 2019. 
 
 
 

 
Born on July 29, 1953, the oldest of 3 daughters, to Harold and 
Martha Myhand.  Graduated from Lakeland Senior High School 
1971; attended Auburn University 1971-1975.  I married Richard 
Garcia 1976 and we had 1 son, Craig Garcia, blessed with 2 
grandsons, Caydin and Caleb. I lived in Lakeland for 35 + years 
and retired in Brasstown, NC. 
 
I received my call to ministry at the early age of 16, but I listened 
at age 40.  Before I went into the pulpit ministry I studied and 
lead Disciple Bible Study classes for FUMC Lakeland for 10 years. 
Jose Bove, Riley Short, and Sue Haupert-Johnson answered my 
call and in 2 weeks I had the opportunity to serve Lena Vista 
UMC-Auburndale from 2001-2007 before I had to retire because 
of illness. I served FUMC-Lakeland as a visitation pastor, and 
then  I came back to Lena Vista in 2009.  I was appointed to  
Lakewood Park UMC-Lakeland 2012-2015, then appointed to 
Ridge Manor UMC and served from 2015-2020, from which I  
retired. I am so blessed to have served all these churches. 



James Govatos  
Elder in Full Connection 
(32 Years of Service) 
 
Peninsula-Delaware Conference 
PM1978 D1978 FC1979. Trans to De-
troit Conference 1989; Trans from 
Detroit Conference, 2002. Titusville, 
Indian River City, 1998; Winter Park, 
Aloma, 2010; Tallahassee, Deer Lake, 
2015. 
 

 
I give thanks to God that he took this broken-down man and 
made something beautiful of his life. I had thrown away some of 
the best parts of my life and when I found Him, He restored what 
the locusts had eaten 10-fold. 

I thank God for the privilege of proclaiming his Word and shep-
herding congregations in Australia, Michigan, and Florida. I thank 
God for introducing me to some of His great missionaries in the 
world today. I thank God for the teachers and mentors I have 
learned from, many of whom were everyday saints.   

I give thanks for my kids who never knew a relaxed Christmas 
season but have found the Word made flesh to be real in their 
own lives, nonetheless. I give thanks for my godly, supportive 
wife, who remains my greatest cheer leader. But most of all, I 
thank God for saving me and giving me a life worth celebrating. 



Gary Gray  
Deacon in Full Connection 
(41 Years of Service) 
 
Florida DM 1979 FD 2001. Vero 
Beach, First 1979; Jacksonville, 
Southside 1981; Largo, St. Paul, 
1983; Counselor, Hospice of the Flor-
ida Suncoast 1991; The Counseling 
Center for New Direction, 2000; 
Clearwater, Friendship, 2001; The 
Counseling Center for New Direction, 

2002; Skycrest, 2006; Federal Occupation Health Consortium, 
USCG, 2008; Federal Occupational Health Consortium USN Civil-
ians 2014.  
 
Gary Gray is married to Patty. He has two daughters, Bonnie 

Friend and Dr. Erin Gray, DVM. There are two grandsons, Liam 

and Kadyn. Gary and Patty live in West Nassau County Florida 

and raise their own vegetables. While working at Hospice, he 

formed and directed a Hand Bell Choir to provide music for their 

memorial services. While working as a counselor, he also served 

local churches as music director and worship leader. Gary is  

currently serving FUMC Macclenny as worship leader and as-

sisting with other duties. He is a published author, “Lessons 

Learned from my Cat Laverne.” Gary has served in the USCG  

Auxiliary for 30 years and, among other duties, is serving as an 

Auxiliary Chaplain. He recently accepted the position as National 

Branch Chief ACS Atlantic East and manages 31 Chaplains with 18 

candidates in process. 

 



David Michael Groos  
Licensed Local Pastor 
(6 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2014. Jacksonville,  
Mandarin, 2014; St. Augustine, 
Riverdale, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I began my  licensed ministry in 2014 as an associate pastor at 
Mandarin United Methodist Church in Jacksonville, Florida in 
2014. I oversaw the recreation ministry which involved spring 
and fall soccer and winter basketball. I had been working with 
the recreation ministry since its inception in 2000 and joined the 
MUMC staff in 2009 as recreation ministry director. Each season, 
we reached over three hundred children and youth ranging from 
3 years old through high school. Approximately 25% of the  
participants had no connection to church. During my tenure, one 
to two families per season joined the church and we reached 
over 12,000 children and their families. 

In 2018, I moved to Riverdale United Methodist Church as  
pastor.  During the past two years, Riverdale has begun the  
process of planning for the next five years, installed a lighted sign 
for the steeple and inaugurated several new services.  



George Hatmaker 
Licensed Local Pastor 
(1 Year of Service) 
 
Florida LP2019. Plant City, Cork 
2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Certified by the Florida conference of The United Methodist 
church in 1995. Served Opa Locka UMC from June 1996 - Octo-
ber 2001. Licensed as local pastor by the Virginia Conference 
2002. Served Timberlake United Methodist church 12-01-2001 - 
06-01-2003. Served as senior pastor of Mead Memorial United 
Methodist Church from June 2003 through December 2014. Re-
tired Virginia Conference 2014. Served Cork United Methodist 
Church from July 1, 2015 to present.  



Migdalia Icaza-Willetts  
Elder in Full Connection 
(32 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1988 D1988 FE1990.  
Merritt Island, Grace, Assoc., 1988; 
Miami, Wesley & West  Dade Spanish 
Mission, 1990; Miami, Bryan Memo-
rial, 1993; General Board of Disciple-
ship, Evangelism Unit, 1994; Tampa, 
First, 2000; North Ft. Myers, 2008; Ft. 
Myers, First, 2010; Lehigh Acres, 

Christ, 2012. 
 
Rev. Lia Icaza-Willetts was the first Hispanic Woman ordained in 
the Florida Conference in 1988. She served as pastor in Florida 
for 32 years. Lia served at Christ United Methodist Church of 
Lehigh for the last 8 years, and in congregations in Miami and 
Tampa, she also served as Director of Evangelism in the GBOD, 
Nashville, TN.  Lia holds a Bachelor of Science Degree - Concordia 
University, Montreal, Canada, a Masters in Christian Education – 
Scarritt Graduate School and a Master’s in Divinity- Emory Uni-
versity.  Lia is fluent in three languages, English, Spanish and 
French.  She co-authored the book Culture Shifts: Bible Study for 
Postmodern Times. Her Christmas prayer 2012, was published in 
The Book of Christmas Prayers by Daily Word. Her Christmas 
Prayer 2019 was published in Woman's Day Magazine, Country 
Living, and Southern Living. Lia’s passion is to develop spiritual 
leaders in families and congregations. Lia is married to Rev. Tom 
Willetts for 34 years and they have two daughters: Rev. Tiffania 
Icaza-Willetts and Isabel Icaza-Willetts. 



                                               Jeanne Icenhour  
                                               Licensed Local Pastor  
                                               (1 Year of Service) 
 
                                                LP2019. Winter Haven, Saint John's,                           
                                                Associate, 2019. Auburndale, Lena  
                                                Vista 2020. 
 
    

 

 

My official ministry began one year before I reached the manda-

tory retirement age. At the age of 71, I was Licensed as a Local 

Pastor in June of 2019 and appointed Associate Pastor at St. 

John’s UMC in Winter Haven. I served there for one year and, in 

2020, I was appointed Pastor at Lena Vista UMC in Auburndale. I 

say my “official ministry” began in 2019, however I believe I’ve 

been in ministry nearly my entire adult life. For thirty-seven 

years, I taught kindergarten through third grade, and feel that 

teaching young children was a ministry in itself! Over the years, I 

taught more than 1,000 children but I know that I had an impact 

on not only my students but also their siblings and parents. God 

put a call on my heart, and my path to following that call took 

me first into the classroom and then the pulpit. I am truly enjoy-

ing my “retirement years”! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Dan Jackson  
Elder in Full Connection 
(25 Years of Service) 
 
West Ohio Conference. Florida 
OE2006 Trans from West Ohio FE, 
2008. The Villages, New Covenant, 
Assoc., 2006; Director, New Church 
Development, 2013; South West DS, 
2019. 
 
 

 
In the midst of a challenging transition God remains faithful!  For 

30 years, that one statement summarizes my ministry.  God has 

taken me to rural community, inner city, suburban, retirement 

center, conference staff and Cabinet ministries.  Through all the 

sermons, funerals, weddings, counseling, planning and Bible 

studies I’ve been blessed with more friends than I could have 

imagined when this journey began.  To all I encountered along 

the way, whether they offered support or the gift of shaping ide-

as through criticism, I thank God for you.  To our children I ask 

understanding for all the distracted times.  My new goal is to 

spoil your children!  As I move from one season to another, my 

heart is filled with gratitude for the patience, encouragement 

and support of my life partner Patti.  For all that has been or will 

be, thanks be to God! 

In the Peace of Christ, 

Dan Jackson 



Jeffrey Kantz  
Elder in Full Connection 
(40 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP 1981 PM1985 D1985 
FE1988. Terra Ceia, 1981; Student, 
Candler, 1985; Bradenton, First, As-
soc., 1986; Key West, Ley Memorial, 
1987; Key West, Ley Memorial & 
Fleming Street, 1991; Edgewater, 
1992; Voluntary Leave, 1996; New 
Smyrna Beach, Christ Community, 

1997; Ft. Meade, First, 2000; Keystone Heights, Keystone, 2003; 
Lake Wales, First, 2006; Lake Wales, First & Indian Lake Estates, 
Indian Lake, 2016. 
 
Jeff started serving the church singing in the children’s choir his 
mother directed. During college (California) he served as church 
custodian. In graduate school (Philadelphia) he became a  
Trustee, emergency shelter team leader, Lay Leader, pipe organ  
repairman, and Treasurer; fully committed to serving Christ 
through the church in any capacity, except... the pulpit. 

Earned degrees in zoology, physiological psychology, human 
anatomy, and doctoral studies in human genetics did not fill his 
soul. He left academia for handyman work promising himself he 
would never go back to school. He broke that promise to attend 
“just one week” of License to Preach School in 1981, and knew 
the first night that he would go on to attend seminary. 

From Terra Ceia, Bradenton, Key West and Edgewater (where he 
met and married Gail, his love and ministry partner) to Fort 
Meade, Keystone Heights, Lake Wales and Indian Lake Estates, 
they both served in music, ecumenical and community ministry. 

With forty years of service, they now step into the next chapter 
of God's call in the midst of pandemic and historic change, quite 
unsure of what the future holds, but quite sure of the One who 
holds the future. 



Terry Knight 
Licensed Local Pastor 
(8 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2010. Greenville, 2011; 
Madison, Cherry Lake, 2011;  
Thonotosassa, 2013; Not appointed 
2015; Kathleen 2019;  
Not appointed 2019. 
 
 
 

 
At the annual conference of 2001, Bishop Whittaker invited the 

church to say yes to God's call into formal ministry. I finally said 

yes to that call. Since that time, our church and country has gone 

from the attack on September 11, 2001 to the trauma of being in 

a pandemic called COVID-19, with hurricanes, war, recession, 

and GC 2019 in between. And in that time, I have had the privi-

lege of being a pastor's wife, and a student in Wauchula and 

Chiefland. Then as pastor . as I served Ellzey, Greenville, Cherry 

Lake, Thonotosassa and as minister of visitation at First UMC, 

Lakeland. Through it all, the Holy Spirit has formed and molded 

me. And now I am learning to preach to a camera, as I serve 

Crystal Lake UMC in retirement. I am glad I said yes to God and 

the Bishop. 



Joe MacLaren  
Elder in Full Connection 
(35 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1985 D1985 FE1988. Student, 
Asbury, 1985; St. Petersburg, First, Assoc., 
1986; Fruitland Park, Community, 1989; 
Student, Asbury, 1995; Winter Park, Aloma, 
1996;  
Celebrate Jesus, Inc., 2000; Oviedo, Univer-
sity Carillon, 2001, Retired 2020. 
 

I have had the privilege of serving 4 wonder-
ful churches during my ministry. My first 

appointment was to First St. Petersburg. I served there 3 years under the 
leadership of Paul Hartsfield. 

My second appointment was to Community Fruitland Park. It had always been 
a minimum salary appointment before I arrived. It grew from about 100 in 
attendance to 400 when I left 6 years later. I was able to see many significant 
ministries grow and flourish during that time. My favorite was a preschool my 
wife, Pat, started that is still a respected school today. 

My third appointment was after my year away getting my doctorate from As-
bury Theological Seminary. I was appointed to Aloma UMC. It grew from 
about 400 to 650 in attendance when I left 4 years later. During my tenure at 
Aloma Bishop Henderson asked me to chair Operation Evangelization. The 
most significant accomplishment of that committee was to start Celebrate 
Jesus. I left Aloma to head up this organization. 

One thing that heading Celebrate Jesus helped me to understand was God has 
wired me to be a pastor not an executive. So I left Celebrate Jesus and was 
appointed to University Carillon. When I arrived it was a mess.  Both pastors 
left due to charges brought against them. University Carillon had a $36,000 a 
month mortgage we couldn't pay. Hundreds of people left the church. It took 
about two years for the church to heal from the trauma. It has been a church 
with over a 1000 in attendance during the 18 years I served. One of my favor-
ite ministries was the building of our 16,000 square foot youth building. Over 
the years thousands of teens have been impacted for Jesus through this youth 
ministry. In 2019 there were 25 young adults who were in the process of full 
time ministry or in seminary that had been disciples through our youth minis-
try. 

I have been blessed to serve Jesus in his mission to make disciples, to God be 
the glory! I have loved serving God as a pastor. 



Marguerite Matthews  
Licensed Local Pastor 
(18 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2001. Jacksonville, Hutto 
Chapel, 2001; Jacksonville, Harmony, 
2004; Webster 2012; Lake  
Panasoffkee, 2012; Bushnell, First, 
2017. 
 
 
 

 
“Come to the mountain top.  Leave all your cares behind.  He 
spoke so gently to me.  And you will fly, fly like a butterfly.”  That 
is the song that I sang, as I prepared for my interview with the 
District Board of Ordained Ministry and then the Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry almost 20 years ago.  As I stand  
before you today, with my husband and spiritual partner in  
ministry, I am so thankful for serving God’s church as a Local  
Pastor. I have served with wonderful Christ-followers in Jackson-
ville, Lake Panasoffkee, Webster and Bushnell. One of the high-
lights of my ministry was the adventure and honor to be trained 
as a church planter and to serve Harmony Mission in Jacksonville 
for eight years. Serving in Central Florida with dedicated and 
community outreach-oriented friends in Christ as a two-point 
charge appointment over the last eight years has been my privi-
lege and joy.   



Debbie McLeod  
Elder in Full Connection 
(36 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1984 D1984 FE1987. Stu-
dent, Duke, 1984; Coral Gables, Wes-
ley, 1985; Leave, 1990; Tampa, Hills-
borough, 1991; Ft. Lauderdale, 
Christ, Assoc., 1995; Broward Palm 
Beach DS, 2002; South East DS, 2005; 
Jacksonville, Mandarin, 2009. 
 

Working with laity to discover the mission to which God has called us, has 
been the most meaningful part of ministry to me. I have been richly blessed 
to partner with the fine lay people of each church and both districts I served, 
discovering the adventures God had for us. I carry in my heart the faith stories 
of people I have loved across the miles and across the years. Many of those 
disciples are now part of that Great Cloud of Witnesses who have been cheer-
ing us on, and whose example admonishes us to persevere in love, even in the 
midst of change.   
 

I am the 26th woman ordained elder in the Florida Annual Conference. I have 
been the first woman to serve in every role to which I have been appointed in 
36 years. Along the way there were many clergy and laity who encouraged 
me, because they longed for a future that included women in leadership.     
 

Ministry is a privilege. I have been honored to serve Jesus through hurricanes 
and human disasters, through immigration challenges and demographic 
changes. I have had the privilege of worshipping in Spanish and Korean, in 
Haitian Creole and the beautiful lilt of Caribbean Islander English.  My children 
had their earliest experiences of Christian Community in the multicultural 
family of faith of South Florida United Methodism. My life and my faith have 
been made richer by the faith of people fleeing oppression of many kinds, 
who have made our beautiful peninsula their home.   
 

I am laying down full time ministry a little sooner than I had planned. After 7 
years alone, I have fallen in love with a long time colleague, Bill Walker of 
Winter Park, Florida. Bill has long served the Florida Annual Conference, as an 
attorney, volunteering in his local church and district, for four years as Direc-
tor of Connectional Ministries, and as Conference Lay Leader. Bill has been 
retired for a few years, and I plan to join him in that status after our June 
wedding.   



Tim McNeil  
Elder in Full Connection 
(43 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1977 D1977 FE1980. Stu-
dent, Candler, 1977; Hollywood Hills, 
Assoc., 1978; Madison, First, 1981; 
Daytona Beach, First, 1986; Palm 
Harbor, 1991; St. John's County Wel-
fare Federation, 1993; Executive  
Director, Genesis Counseling Center, 
2000. 

Call Discern Support Transform 

Political Science was considered pre-law when I was a student at U.N.F. (Jax) 
but my personal quest for truth and justice forced me to dive deeper to redis-
cover the faith that was a defining component of my childhood (2nd Timothy 
1:1-7) From that quest came the call that opened doors I never dreamed im-
aginable!  

Brenda Peters and I married 8-22-75 and on our honeymoon we headed to 
Atlanta to find an apartment and start “our” seminary career at Candler. (She 
typed ALL my papers!) After Candler I was appointed to Hollywood Hills as an 
associate (1978-81) where our son Sean was born followed by Madison (1981-
86) and Rebekah was born. From Madison we were sent to 1st Daytona (1986
-91). In 1989 I started a joint D.Min. program with the Samaritan Center in 
Jax. and Louisville Presbyterian and I received my D.Min. in Pastoral Counsel-
ing in 1992. After a two-year appointment at Palm Harbor we moved to St. 
Augustine and I transitioned from becoming a servant to the institutional 
church to becoming a servant in the servant church. I became the Director of 
Operations for the St. Johns Welfare Federation (1993) where we ran 2 nurs-
ing homes, an emergency assistance program and the Counseling and Media-
tion Center. We opened a counseling office at 1st Ormond in 1995 and four 
years later we organized the Genesis Counseling Center. If the church is not a 
sanctuary for saints but a hospital for sinners, the Genesis Counseling Center 
has served as the Emergency Room where I have served the past 21 years as 
the Executive Director. Since 1999 I have had the sacred privilege to work 
with thousands of individuals, couples, and families and logged over 29,000 
counseling hours. 

My gratitude list is long, but I especially want to thank my children Sean 
McNeil, Rebekah McNeil Krahe, and my wife Brenda. Your sacrifices have far 
exceeded any of my own and I couldn’t have done it without your love, care, 
and support. And for now . . . The best is yet to come! 



Terry Medlin 
Licensed Local Pastor 
(1/2 Year of Service) 
 
LP2020. Lake Helen 2020. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
My retirement story is unusual became a licensed local pastor at the same 
time that I was “forced” to retire. Perhaps I take the idea of “late-blooming” 
to an extreme but I do have a problem with retirement. God has called to 
serve, and he has given me the health and energy to do so. I am delighted to 
now serve at the Lake Helen UMC. Almost immediately after starting, I was 
given the challenge of learning how to pastor and greet my church in the mid-
dle of COVID. Is that a smile I see on God’s face? 



Beth Murchison  
Licensed Local Pastor 
(5 Years of Service) 
 
Florida FL2014. Ellenton, 2013-2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity  
under the heavens. 



Gary Myers  
Elder in Full Connection 
(44 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1976 D1976 FE1984. Stu-
dent, Candler, 1976; Director of Su-
pervised Ministry, Candler School of 
Theology, Emory University, 1983; 
Assistant Professor, Southern Illinois 
University Medical School, 1998; 
Counselor, Grace Counseling Center, 
Madison, NJ, 2010; Southern Illinois 

University School of Medicine, Springfield, 2017. 
 
Gary Myers Elder in Full Connection (44 Years of Service) Florida 

PM1976 D1976 FE1984. Student, Candler, 1976; Director of Su-

pervised Ministry, Candler School of Theology, Emory University, 

1983; Associate Professor, Southern Illinois University Medical 

School, 2010; Executive Director, Grace Counseling Center, Madi-

son, NJ, 2011; Adjunct Professor, School of Theology, Drew Uni-

versity, 2012; Senior Director of Professional and Community 

Education, Healthcare Chaplaincy Network, 2012; Manager of 

Faith Community Healthcare, Atlantic Health System, 2014; Di-

rector of Vail Valley Center for Counseling and Psychotherapy, 

2018. 



Carlos Otero  
Elder in Full Connection 
(35 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1987 D1987 FE1989. Lake 
Worth, Lakeside, Assoc., 1987; Ft. 
Myers, Edgewood, 1988; Jupiter Te-
questa, First, Assoc., 1991; Mission-
ary, World Division, General Board of 
Global Ministries, 1993; Bradenton, 
Manatee, 1997; Jacksonville, Oak 
Crest, 1999; Homestead, First, 2002; 

Spring Hill, Mariner, 2006; Lehigh Acres, Christ, 2007; Orange 
Park, Asbury, 2012, Lake City, First, 2018. 
 
Soon after accepting Christ as Lord and Savior of my life at a 
youth prayer meeting sponsored by Bayshore UMC in Tampa, I 
began to sense that God was calling me to serve him full time. 
After attending Asbury University (where I met Esther, a  
missionary kid from the Philippines) I went to Israel for a year 
where I volunteered on a kibbutz, sharing Christ with Israelis and 
international volunteers. Returning to Florida, I worked as a 
Youth Director in Belle Glade for a year (where Esther and I were 
married), and then attended Gordon-Conwell Seminary in  
Massachusetts, where Esther also attended nursing school. After 
graduation and a visit to the Philippines, we returned to Florida 
where we served until we were assigned as missionaries by the 
GBGM to Sofia, Bulgaria for three incredible years. Helping the 
Bulgarian Methodists re-establish their churches after 45 years 
of Communist persecution was the most rewarding time of our 
ministry. Our daughters, Stefanie and Emily, were born  
pre-Bulgaria, and our son, David, came along after we returned 
to Florida. We now have a grandson, Oliver, with whom we look 
forward to spending more time in the coming years. 



Alyce Parmer 
Deacon in Full Connection 
(10 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PD2012 FD2016. Greensboro 
2006; Tallahassee Memorial Hospi-
tal, 2007; Tallahassee, Wisdom's 
Wellspring 2011; Havana Salem 
2012; Chattahoochee, Old Mt Pleas-
ant 2013; Tallahassee, Lake Jackson, 
2014; Tallahassee Heights 2016; Tal-
lahassee, Calvary, 2018; Fernandina 

Beach, Trinity 2019; Fernandina Beach, Memorial  2019.  
 
After a distinguished 25-year career in professional and executive  
positions in human resource management, Alyce Parmer became a 
certified ministry candidate in 2002. While a student at Asbury  
Theological Seminary, she discerned a vision from God to help 
women at high risk for homelessness, abusive relationships and 
chronic dependency. The vision became a reality in 2011 with the 
incorporation of Wisdom's Wellspring, an advance special ministry 
of the Northwest District. Since opening in 2014, Wisdom’s Well-
spring has provided services to over 30 women. Most were home-
less or facing homelessness. Wisdom's Wellspring has been  
financially solvent for over five years with no paid staff. Its program 
residents’ accomplishments have included two baptisms, one high 
school graduate, two college graduates, two masters degree  
graduates, two certified nursing assistants, three beauty queen  
titles, two internships with a Florida congressman, two certified  
correctional officers and a graduate of the U.S. Army’s satellite 
communications school. In addition to serving as the founder and 
executive director for Wisdom's Wellspring, Reverend Parmer has 
served as a pastor, associate pastor and interim pastor for several 
Northwest district churches as well as holding secondary  
appointments in both the Northwest and Northeast districts. She 
and her husband Bud have been married for 37 years and are the 
parents of five children and grandparents to nine grandchildren. 



Drew Parsons  
Elder in Full Connection 
(39 Years of Service) 
 
FL PM1981 D1981 FC1985; Trans to 
Eastern Pennsylvania 1992; Trans to 
Florida 2008. Florida, Student 1981; 
First, Boca Raton, 1983; Hernando, 
1985; Howe Memorial, Crescent City, 
1987; Orange City, 346.1, 2007; Or-
ange City, 2007; Incapacity Leave, 
2010. 

 
My Favorite Things - Drew Parsons 

 
Playing Baby Jesus at My First Nativity …. Youngest Certified Lay 
Speaker …. Mission Study Leader - Japan …. Church and Commu-

nity Worker - Wakulla County …. Gulf Coast Service Project …. 
Falling in love with Sandra Barrett …. 

Drama Workshop Leader and Director …. Easter Sunrise Services 
… The Asbury Jug Band …. Appalachian Trail Camp Leader …. Bap-
tisms - all of them …. Interim Director of Interfaith Campus Min-

istry - FAU …. Young Adult Ministry …. 
Bible Studies on Book of Revelations …. Confirmation Classes …. 

Christian Faith and the Meaning of Human Sexuality …. Youth 
Camp Group Leader …. Work Area on Missions …. New York Mar-

athon …. Christmas Eve Services 
…. Played Adult Jesus at VBS …. New Fellowship Hall, Howe Me-
morial …. Rescuing Hazel Porter’s Ordination …. Sandy’s call to 
Ordained Ministry …. The Poconos …. Weddings …. Daughter, 

Jenny, Youngest Leader of Healing the Wounds of Racism …. Ski 
and Snowboard Instructor …. Master’s at NYU …. Doctor of 

Letters at Drew University …. Building altar tables for Annual 
Conference …. Habitat for Humanity 

…. Daughter, Rebecca, Church and Community Worker 



Stan Posey  
Licensed Local Pastor 
(15 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2004. Live Oak, New  
Harmony, 2002; Tallahassee, Deer 
Lake, 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stan Posey moved with his wife Gail from Tuscaloosa, AL to Live 
Oak, FL in 1984.  James, now Gunnery Sergeant Posey USMC, 
Richlands, NC, was born in 1986; Wil, now Reverend Posey, First 
UMC, Murphy, NC, was born in 1987.  The family was very active 
in First UMC Live Oak. Stan began lay speaking in 1994, then  
began to understand a calling to part-time, bi-vocational  
ministry.  That led to his appointment to New Harmony UMC in 
Suwannee County in 2002.  In 2014, a job change took Stan and 
Gail to Tallahassee where he was appointed as a part-time asso-
ciate at Deer Lake UMC.  In late 2018, another  job change led to 
a move to Valdosta, GA, and to retirement from appointed  
ministry in 2019.  Things keep changing when God is in control, 
and new opportunities for ministry and service will be before 
Stan and Gail in Valdosta. 



Priscilla Scherrah 
Licensed Local Pastor 
(10 Years of Service) 
 
Florida LP2010. Bronson & Archer, 
First, 2010; Leesburg, Christ, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Five years before my retirement as an educator, God called me 
to full time ministry just as he had when I was 11 years old. This 
time I embraced that call rather than running away.I attended 
seminary while continuing to work, graduating in 2010. My first 
appointment was Archer UMC and Bronson UMC where I served 
for 6 years. In 2016, I was appointed to Christ United Methodist 
Church, Leesburg serving there for four years.  

God is now calling me to a new season in life, a season of a  
slower pace, time with family and time to take care of Priscilla.  

It has been my pleasure to serve as a local pastor in the Florida 
Annual Conference. I have done my best to be faithful to God's 
calling and I pray that my service had a positive impact on the 
lives of those who attend the churches I served.  

 



Susan Schrier-Clouse  
Elder in Full Connection 
(14 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PE2007 FE2010. 
Bradenton, Rogers Communi-
ty and Manatee, Student Pas-
tor 2004; Bradenton, First, 
Assoc., 2005; Bradenton, 
Manatee, 2010. Personal 
Leave, 2013; Honorable Loca-
tion, 2018. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

After careers as a paralegal and nursing home administrator, I 
answered God’s call to ministry in my mid-40s.I first heard it 
when I was 16, but women in Kentucky in the mid-1970s weren’t 
encouraged to become pastors!  Much has changed, but not all 
for the good. I loved the congregations I served, but when my 
husband retired in 2013 I joined him. I miss sharing the message 
of Jesus as a pastor, but the political and theological disconnect 
between me and the leadership of the UMC has made retire-
ment easier. I continue to pray for the UMC, but fear that as 
Wesley warned it has become a “dead sect.” Culture’s demands 
now take precedence over reliance on our Heavenly Father, our 
Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit. I continue to encourage people to 
follow Jesus and embrace the blessings of liberty at Preacher Girl 
Diaries online and on Facebook.   

 
 



Steve Souders  
Elder in Full Connection 
(37 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1983 D1983 FE1986. Jack-
sonville, St. Paul, Assoc., 1983; Ft. 
Lauderdale, First, Assoc., 1985; Day-
tona Beach, St. Andrew, 1985; Punta 
Gorda, Friendship, 1988; Ocala, St. 
Paul's, 1991; Leave, 1993; Vero 
Beach, Asbury, 1994; Chaplain, US 
Navy 1996; Jacksonville, Saint Paul, 

2018; Retired 2019. 
 
"I wish to thank God, the Bishop and the Annual Conference for 
the opportunity to serve." 



Jim Thomas  
Elder in Full Connection 
(31 Years of Service) 
 
Florida PM1991 D1991 FE1994. Stu-
dent, Candler, 1991; Eastpoint/St. 
George Island, 1992; Gainesville, 
Wesley, 1994; Lake Worth, St. 
Luke's, 2000; Apopka, First, 2007; 
East Naples, 2010; Zephyrhills, First, 
2017. 
 

 
From Apopka to Zephyrhills alphabetically and from St. George 
Island to Lake Worth geographically, we have covered a broad 
spectrum in nearly thirty years of ministry in the Florida Confer-
ence.  I am a third career pastor, having been a teacher in North 
Carolina and a real estate appraiser in Florida before answering 
God’s call into the ministry.  I grew up Southern Baptist and got 
married as a Presbyterian before really coming to know God’s 
grace through my wife’s home church of First Sanford. I feel all 
these experiences helped prepare me to serve God through the 
church.  I thank my wonderful wife Elaine, who graduated from 
seminary and served God through chaplaincy while we were in 
ministry, for being such a great help to me.  My thanks to our 
children, their spouses, and our grandchildren for the love and 
support they have given me. I feel truly blessed.  








