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SERVICE OF COMMISSIONING
FOR DEACONESSES
SATURDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 12, 2020
The United Methodist Women President, Dr. Judith Pierre-Okerson, presents to Bishop Ken Carter those
who are to be commissioned:

Bishop, it is my honor to present for commissioning as deaconesses, Ester Kim, who
works with Metropolitan Ministries and Bay Area Legal Services in Tampa, and
Paulet Royes-Neale, who works with Community Health Services in Ft. Lauderdale.

The Bishop:

Dear sisters,
we rejoice that you have devoted your life to Christian mission.
Your labors may take you to the mountains and the plains,
to isolated villages or teeming cities.
You are to be among persons as those who serve
in teaching, preaching, healing and the works of mercy and justice
throughout the world.
In the varied activities of our common life,
you will testify every day to the infinite love of God
shed abroad in Christ Jesus.
Such a vocation confers a great privilege;
it also lays upon you a solemn responsibility.
What you have done alone with God
in consecrating your life to this service,
we now ask you to do publicly in the presence of this assembly.
Ester and Paulet, do you sincerely believe that you have been led by the Spirit of God
to engage in this work and to assume its responsibilities?

The Candidates:

I do so believe.

The Bishop:

In humble reliance upon divine grace,
do you make it the supreme purpose of your life
to give yourself unreservedly to the work of Christ
in your appointed field?

The Candidates:

I do, Christ being my helper.

The Bishop:

Will you be diligent in prayer, in the reading of the Holy Scriptures,
and in such studies as increase your knowledge of God
and God’s plan for creation?
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The Candidates:

I will endeavor so to do.

The Bishop:

Will you earnestly seek to carry forward your ministry
in sincerity and love,
cooperating humbly with your coworkers,
under the direction of the Church?

The Candidates:

I will, Christ being my helper.

The Bishop:

Almighty God, Source of all mercies,
graciously behold these your servants
now to be commissioned as a deaconess of your Church.
Endow them with your Holy Spirit,
enrich them with your heavenly grace,
and strengthen them for the tasks which lie ahead;
that in all their works,
begun, continued, and ended in you,
they may glorify your holy name,
and advance your blessed work;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS
The UMW President and the Conference Lay Leader, Paulette Monroe, extend their hands toward the
candidates while the Bishop places hands upon each candidate and says:

Ester Kim, I commission you
to take the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ into all the world,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Paulet Royes-Neale, I commission you
to take the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ into all the world,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Conference Lay Leader:

On behalf of the laity of the church, we present these prayer shawls, knitted by members of Hyde Park United Methodist Church, to you to remind you that the prayers and
love of the laity of the Florida Conference will surround you all the days of your ministry as a deaconess.

The Bishop:

Let us join in celebrating this ministry of service in Christ’s name!
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SERVICE OF COMMISSIONING
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 12, 2020
GREETING AND PRAYER

Bishop Ken Carter

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We come together to praise God,
to hear the Holy Word,
and to seek for ourselves and others
the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace to all servants of your church,
that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various
ministries.
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead,
perfect our ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF OUR ONE MINISTRY AND OUR ONE BAPTISM

Bishop Ken Carter

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God.
Through baptism all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers,
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world.
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service
for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry,
I call upon all God’s people gathered here to
Remember your baptism and be thankful.

PRESENTATION OF THOSE BEING
COMMISSIONED AND RECOGNIZED
The Conference Lay Leader, Paulette Monroe, and the Director of Clergy Excellence,
Reverend Sara McKinley, on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry,
present to the Bishop those who are to be commissioned and recognized.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Lay Leader:

On behalf of the laity of local congregations
who have examined and approved these candidates,

Representative of the Board of Ordained Ministry:

and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference,
which has recommended these persons,
and this annual conference, which has approved them,
With our prayers and support we present

These persons to be commissioned as provisional deacons (provisional deacons stand)
Rachel Paul Hartman

Sharon Grubbs Surrency

These persons to be commissioned as provisional elders (provisional elders stand)
Madeline Baum
Beth Demme
Tamara Isidore
Nicole Deanne Logan

Avis D. Smith
Jeffrey Taylor
Janet “Nicki” Taylor

Ashley Tippens
Missy Michelle
Lorene Turbeville

This person to be recognized as an associate member (associate member stands)
Deborah Anne Casanzio
After all candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the Bishop says:

These persons are by God’s grace to be commissioned or recognized for
set apart ministry in Christ’s holy church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
have discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian
character, possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.
We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be commissioned or recognized?
We do! Thanks be to God!
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
With God’s help, we will!

The candidates are seated.
SCRIPTURE

2 Timothy 1:3-7

Bishop Ken Carter

I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling
your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of
your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I remind you to
rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love
and of self-discipline.

SERMON
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Discernment and Mentoring

Bishop Ken Carter

The Apostles Creed1

Bishop Ken Carter

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

GENERAL EXAMINATION OF THOSE TO
BE COMMISSIONED AND RECOGNIZED
The candidates for commissioning and recognition
stand at their seats while the Bishop stands facing them.
The Bishop examines all candidates for commissioning and recognition:

My sisters and brothers in Christ,
you have been called to a commissioned or recognized
status in set apart ministry.
The church now confirms your calling.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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As commissioned ministers or associate members, you are to be coworkers
with all the people of God: with laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors,
provisional members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners,
supply pastors, with all who serve God in the Church.
Remember you are called to serve rather than to be served,
to proclaim the faith of the church and no other,
to look after the concerns of God above all.
So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God
and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of
commissioned or recognized ministry?
I do so believe.
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?
I do so believe and confess.
Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
contain all things necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ
and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s faith and
life?
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with
the help of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in
you?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of
Christ?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in
Jesus Christ, to participate in the life and work of the community,
and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church,
accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline,
defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word,
and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you,
and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission,
covenant to participate in the life of the order or fellowship,
into which you are commissioned or recognized?
Will you give yourself to God through the order or fellowship
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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in order to sustain and build each other up
in prayer, study, worship and service
under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day?
I will, with the help of God.
May God, who has given you the will to do these things,
give you grace to perform them,
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. Amen.

The elder and deacon candidates are seated,
while the associate member is invited to the platform.

RECOGNITION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBER
The Bishop addresses the person being recognized:

You have served among us faithfully as a local pastor,
demonstrating your commitment to accept and uphold
the doctrine, liturgy and discipline of The United Methodist Church,
under the appointment of the bishop.
You have now fulfilled the requirements
and been elected by the clergy session of this annual conference
as an associate member.
We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us,
and pray that God may guide your ministry.
Full Name, we now recognize you as an associate member
in the Florida annual conference.

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL
DEACONS AND ELDERS
The Bishop addresses the congregation:

By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church
pledge to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.
Christ gave all of us this command: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send
laborers into his harvest.” We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people,
see the plentiful harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord
in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”
Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Spirit, they now come
to declare in public their desire to live out the covenant made at their
baptism by binding themselves to the service of God under the supervi*Indicates an invitation to rise
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sion of the bishop and the guidance of colleagues in full connection and
by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the body of Christ.
Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for
ordained ministry among us.

PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS
The Bishop, facing the congregation and extending arms over all of the candidates, prays:

God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up
men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church. By your Holy
Spirit help these, your servants, to understand and live the mystery of our
love with boldness and joy. Deepen their sense of purpose as they exercise
commissioned ministry. Empower them, and those who will walk with
them to guide their ministry, together with all your people, to heal the
sick, love the outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves
freely for your name’s sake.

Each candidate goes to the platform individually and kneels.
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer
during the laying on of hands for each candidate for commissioning.
The Bishop, standing in front and laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate, prays:

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Full Name.
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to announce
the reign of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All audibly affirm the action, saying: Amen.
After all the candidates have been commissioned the Bishop says:

As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards these persons.
Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants, and
may the opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling.
Clothe them with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by
giving themselves to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The Bishop introduces and greets those commissioned:

I present to you these newly commissioned provisional deacons and elders
of the Florida Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church!

INVITATION TO THOSE CALLED TO LEAD THE CHURCH
*BENEDICTION
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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SERVICE OF ORDINATION
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 12, 2020
GREETING AND PRAYER

Bishop Ken Carter

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We come together to praise God,
to hear the Holy Word,
and to seek for ourselves and others
the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace to all servants of your church,
that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various
ministries.
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead,
perfect our ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF OUR ONE MINISTRY AND OUR ONE BAPTISM

Bishop Ken Carter

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God.
Through baptism all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers,
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world.
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service
for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry,
I call upon all God’s people gathered here to
Remember your baptism and be thankful.

PRESENTATION OF ORDINANDS
The Conference Lay Leader, Paulette Monroe, and the Director of
Clergy Excellence, Reverend Sara McKinley, on behalf of the Board of
Ordained Ministry, present to the Bishop those who are to be ordained.

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Lay Leader:

On behalf of the laity of local congregations
who have examined and approved these candidates,

Representative of the Board of Ordained Ministry:

and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference,
which has recommended these persons,
and this annual conference, which has approved them,
With our prayers and support we present

These persons to be ordained deacons (deacons stand)
Amy Greene

George S. Pellington

These persons to be ordained elders (elders stand)
Jim Berlau
Robert Bledsoe
Nelson Robert Cowan
John A. Denmark
Pamela A. McMillan

Elyse Denae Milligan
José David Nieves
Latricia Edwards Scriven
Danielle Upton

Timothy Carl
Willcox
Tiffania Icaza
Willetts

After all candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the Bishop says:

These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained
for set apart ministry in Christ’s holy church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
have discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian
character, possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.
We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be ordained?
We do! Thanks be to God!
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
With God’s help, we will!

HISTORIC EXAMINATION FOR
ADMISSION INTO FULL MEMBERSHIP
These historic examination questions are found in Paragraphs 330 and 336 of the Discipline. These are
the questions that every Methodist preacher from the beginning has been required to answer upon becoming a full member of an annual conference. These questions were formulated by John Wesley and have
been little changed throughout the years. They are normally asked during the annual conference session.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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This year, the Bishop shall engage in these questions as part of the ordination service being livestreamed
to the members of the annual conference. The candidates for ordination stand at their seats while the
Bishop stands facing them. The Bishop shall ask:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Have you faith in Christ?
Are you going on to perfection?
Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?
Are you earnestly striving after it?
Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and his work?
Do you know the General Rules of our church?
Will you keep them?
Have you studied the doctrines of The United Methodist Church?
After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in harmony with the Holy
Scriptures?
10. For Elders: Will you preach and maintain them?
11. Have you studied our form of Church discipline and polity?
12. Do you approve our Church government and polity?
13. Will you support and maintain them?
14. For Deacons: Will you exercise the ministry of compassion?
15. Will you diligently instruct the children in every place?
16. Will you visit from house to house?
17. Will you recommend fasting or abstinence, both by precept and example?
18. Are you determined to employ all your time in the work of God?
19. Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in your work?
20. Will you observe the following directions?
a. Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be triflingly employed. Never trifle away
time; neither spend any more time at any one place than is strictly necessary.
b. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the time. And do not mend our rules, but keep
them; not for wrath, but for conscience’ sake.

The candidates are seated.
SCRIPTURE

2 Timothy 1:3-7

Bishop Ken Carter

I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling
your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of
your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I remind you to
rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love
and of self-discipline.

SERMON
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Bishop Ken Carter

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles Creed1

Bishop Ken Carter

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

GENERAL EXAMINATION
OF THOSE TO BE ORDAINED
The candidates for ordination stand at their seats while the Bishop stands facing them.
The Bishop examines all candidates for ordination:

My sisters and brothers in Christ,
you have been called to ordained ministry.
The church now confirms your calling.
As ordained ministers, you are to be coworkers with all the people of God:
with laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors,
provisional members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners,
supply pastors, with all who serve God in the Church.
Remember you are called to serve rather than to be served,
to proclaim the faith of the church and no other,
to look after the concerns of God above all.
So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God
and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of
ordained ministry?
I do so believe.
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?
I do so believe and confess.
Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
contain all things necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ
and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s faith and
life?
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with
the help of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in
you?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of
Christ?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in
Jesus Christ, to participate in the life and work of the community,
and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church,
accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline,
defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word,
and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you,
and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission,
covenant to participate in the life of the order,
into which you are ordained?
Will you give yourself to God through the order
in order to sustain and build each other up
in prayer, study, worship and service
under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day?
I will, with the help of God.
May God, who has given you the will to do these things,
give you grace to perform them,
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. Amen.

The elder candidates are seated, while the deacon candidates remain standing.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS AND ELDERS
The Bishop introduces the act of ordination:

Ordination is a gift from God to the Church and is exercised in covenant
with the whole Church and within the covenant of the order of deacons
or elders. My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an
ordained ministry. The Church now confirms your calling through ordination.

EXAMINATION OF DEACONS
The Bishop examines the deacon candidates:

A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood,
to relate the life of the community to its service in the world,
to lead others into Christian discipleship,
to nurture disciples for witness and service,
to lead in worship,
to teach and proclaim God’s Word,
to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion,
to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes,
to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed,
and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice,
liberation and reconciliation,
especially in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.
This is the rule of life and work of a deacon.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?
I do so believe.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR DEACONS
The Bishop calls the people to prayer:

As these persons are ordained by God and the church for the ministry of
deacons to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let
us pray for them.
We thank you, Living God, that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ
to take the form of a servant,
becoming obedient even to death on the cross,
and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.
You have taught us, by his word and example,
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Give these servants grace to be faithful to their promises, constant in their
discipleship, and always ready for works of loving service.
Make them modest and humble, gentle and strong,
rooted and grounded in love.
Give them a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ,
who came not to be served but to serve. Amen.

Candidates for ordination as deacon are invited to kneel
before the bishop one at a time as directed.
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for
silent prayer during the laying on of hands for the ordinand.
The Bishop lays both hands on the head of the ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Full Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church. Amen.
Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the Bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate
and says:

Full Name, take authority as a deacon to proclaim the Word of God
and to lead God’s people in ministries of compassion and justice;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
The candidates for elder stand as the Bishop examines them for ordination or recognition as elder:

An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church:
to preach and teach the Word of God
and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and
Holy Communion;
to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
to exercise pastoral supervision,
order the life of the congregation,
counsel the troubled,
and declare the forgiveness of sin;
to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church
and in service in and to the community.
This is the rule of life and work of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?
I do so believe.

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS
The Bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer, using these or similar words:

As these persons are ordained by God and the church for the ministry of
elders to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray for them.
The Bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:

We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be a priestly people, offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death and,
having ascended into heaven,
has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
to build up Christ’s body,
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.
Give to these your servants the grace and power they need
to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach,
to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
and to offer with all your people
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Candidates for ordination as elder are invited to kneel
before the bishop one at a time as directed.
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for
silent prayer during the laying on of hands for the ordinand.
The Bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Full Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church. Amen.

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the Bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate
and says:

Full Name, take authority as an elder to preach the Word of God,
to administer the Holy Sacraments
and to order the life of the Church;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
After all have been ordained the Bishop says:

Friends, let us pray together, and as we pray, I invite the church to extend
your arms towards these persons.
Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants, and
may the opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling.
Clothe them with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by
giving themselves to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The Bishop introduces and greets those ordained:

I present to you these newly ordained deacons and elders of the Florida
Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church!

INVITATION TO THOSE CALLED TO LEAD THE CHURCH
*BENEDICTION

Bishop Ken Carter

1

From The United Methodist Hymnal. Copyright 1989 by The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.

THE MINISTRY OF ALL BELIEVERS
The United Methodist Church affirms the ministry of all believers. That means that though
some are called out and set apart for Licensed or Ordained Ministry, through our baptism
we are ALL called to ministry. In what ways has God made that call in your life?

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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RETIREMENT RECOGNITION SERVICE
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 19, 2020
OPENING SONG
GREETING

This Beating Heart

Eleven20 Worship

Words of Welcome and Celebration

Bishop Ken Carter

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION
PRAYER

At the Beginning of Retirement1

Bishop Ken Carter

Eternal God,
you hold the times and seasons,
endings and beginnings, in your hands.
Bless these friends, who now enter a new time of life.
We give you thanks for tasks accomplished,
for the joys and pains woven into the fabric of their years.
Give them the guidance of your Holy Spirit.
May days no longer filled with old obligations
be free for new activities and associations.
May fears and uncertainties about the future
be transformed into quiet confidence.
May each new day be received as a sacred trust and lived to your glory,
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Rev. Latricia Scriven, Rev. José Nieves, Rev. Nelson Cowan

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
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a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.

PRESENTATION AND CELEBRATION OF RETIREES
Mary Ashcraft
Zig Bays
Marilyn Beecher
T. Glenn BosleyMitchell
Rick Cabot
Jerry Carris
Larry Case
Janet Chilcote
Sue Corley

Chuck Engelhardt
Wayne Finn
Darrell Fiske
Sue Garcia
James Govatos
Gary Gray
David Michael Groos
George Hatmaker
Migdalia IcazaWilletts

Jeanne Icenhour
Dan Jackson
Jeffrey Kantz
Terry Knight
Joe MacLaren
Marguerite Matthews
Debbie McLeod
Tim McNeil
Terry Medlin
Beth Murchison

Gary Myers
Carlos Otero
Alyce Parmer
Drew Parsons
Stan Posey
Priscilla Scherrah
Susan SchrierClouse
Steve Souders
Jim Thomas

After all the retirees have been recognized:

Bishop: Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations where the
Spirit of the Lord was upon you; and you were charged to love, serve and pray
for all people, caring for the young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor.
These things you have done.
At your licensing or ordination, you received authority to read the Holy
Scriptures, to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments, and to Order
the life of the Church. You have equipped the people of God to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. By God’s grace you did
many things that seemed to be beyond your power. Continue to be true to
your calling. May God’s love and power be with you always.
Let us pray together.
All:

God of grace, we give you thanks for the ministry of these women and
men and for the countless lives that have been changed through their
faithful witness and service. Give them a sense of your abiding presence that they may continue to love and serve you, and ever grow in the
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

GIVING THANKS
So many of this year’s retirees were not able to experience the beloved rituals of retirement.
From celebratory meals that were missed to final sermons being preached via livestream
in empty rooms, this wasn’t what anyone imagined. If one of the clergy retiring this year
has made an impact on your life, consider reaching out to them and offering a message and
prayer of thanks for their ministry.
*Indicates an invitation to rise

19

THE PASSING OF THE MANTLE2
This portion of the service is led by a representative of the retiring class, Rev. Migdalia Icaza-Willetts,
and a representative of the new full member class, Rev. Tiffania Icaza Willetts.
The representative of the retiring class says:

In the book of Kings we read of the Prophet Elijah’s ministry.
The mantle, symbolic of submission to God,
fell upon the younger prophet, Elisha,
and the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha.
The representative of the retiring class then places the mantle on the shoulders of the representative of the
new full member class and says:

I transfer this mantle from our generation to the young,
indicating thereby that the responsibilities and dedication of the older
generation will be caught up and carried on by the young,
and the spirit of today’s Elijahs will rest upon today’s Elishas.
The representative of the new class rises, turns to the representative of the retiring class and says:

We who come after you take up the mantle, which falls upon us.
May we inherit a double share of your spirit.

SONG OF ASSURANCE

We Are Called

St. Luke’s UMC Virtual Choir

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING3
Bishop: For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven. So,
too, there is a time for movement, new adventure, fields of service not yet
touched. With love, we send you forth in the spirit of John Wesley: May the
world be your parish.
Go into the world and respond to the love of Christ in all you do. Live out the
vision God has given you. May God’s mercy, grace, and peace be with you.
May you be channels for God’s mercy, grace, and peace to the world wherever you may be! Amen.
1

From The United Methodist Book of Worship. Copyright 1992 by The United Methodist Publishing House. Used
by permission. p. 543.
2

Ibid., p. 736

3

Ibid., p. 737
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SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 19, 2020
OPENING SONG
RESPONSIVE GREETING

Doxology
We Have Gathered Here to Celebrate1

Bay Hope Worship
Bishop Ken Carter

We have gathered here to celebrate the lives of those
who have served faithfully through the years
and now share the triumph of Christ.
We affirm with praise and thanksgiving the goodness of our Lord.
Let us rejoice in God’s presence with us, in death as in life,
among those who mourn
as with those who now see Christ face to face.
In the midst of our grief we sing with joy,
for God’s love is over all that has been made.
Blessed be God’s glorious name for ever.

OPENING PRAYER

Almighty God, From Whom We Come2

Rev. Jorge Acevedo

Almighty God, our Father, from whom we come,
and to whom our spirits return:
You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
You have been our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Grant us your blessing in this hour,
and enable us so to put our trust in you
that our spirits may grow calm and our hearts be comforted.
Lift our eyes beyond the shadows of earth,
and help us to see the light of eternity.
So may we find grace and strength for this and every time of need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

Philippians 2:1-13

Rev. Debbie McLeod

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete:
be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who,
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though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born
in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Through which
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and
to work for God’s good pleasure.

SERMON

Emptied

Rev. Debbie McLeod

NAMING OF THE SAINTS
Naming the Saints: Rev. Beth Gardner and Rev. Betty Batey
Lighting Candles of Remembrance: Rev. Walter Monroe and Rev. Dan Wunderlich

Instrumental underscore begins and continues throughout the Naming of the Saints.
PRAYER3
Let us pray:
We bless your name, O God,
for all your servants who, having finished their course,
now rest from their labors.
Give us grace to follow the example
of their steadfastness and faithfulness,
to your honor and glory;
through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

You are invited to stand as the person who touched your life in a special way is honored.

CLERGY

Zack Colson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . March 7, 2019
Clark Sutcliffe Reed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . April 1, 2019
James Nowell Broomall, Jr.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . April 13, 2019
Lawrence Willard Armbrust .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . April 22, 2019
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Roberta Doris Flanagan Walker (Local Pastor)  .  .  . June 7, 2019
Edward Lee Dinkins, Jr. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . June 9, 2019
Robert A. Weimert (Associate Member)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  July 22, 2019
Albert Francis Donovan .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .August 11, 2019
Paul Frederick Andrus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .August 19 2019
Alfred Henry Tracy .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  August 22, 2019
Jack Leland South  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 2, 2019
Duncan Laidlaw Gray (Associate Member)  .  .  . October 31, 2019
Frances Helen Foley Guest  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . November 26, 2019
Rodney Fredric Johnson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  December 1, 2019
Lawrence Carlton O’Steen .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . December 6, 2019
Lyman Haywood Kirkwood  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  December 27, 2019
Jiles Ellsworth Kirkland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . December 29, 2019
Armour Rand Sutherland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . January 2, 2020
George Thomas Hubbell, Jr. (Local Pastor)  .  .  .  January 5, 2020
Thomas Warren Otto .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  January 26, 2020
Ross Melick Geiger .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .February 5, 2020
Mary Lou Tutt (Full Deacon)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . February 11, 2020
Raymond Leroy Gass .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . February 16, 2020
Carl Robert Wall (Local Pastor)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .February 29, 2020
Logan Whalen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . March 9, 2020

DIACONAL MINISTERS

Ruth Marie Walther .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .August 4, 2015
Jean Furman Dart .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  September 17, 2019

SPOUSES

Alice Lee Butler .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . September 27, 2018
Kay Kriser Clark .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . April 6, 2019
Beatrice Ann Miller Denslow .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  May 1, 2019
Charlotte Louise Mott Yates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 15, 2019
Barbaranna Elizabeth Phillips Jones  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . June 29, 2019
Virginia Lee Wood Miley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  July 20, 2019
Richard Lee Garcia .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .August 18, 2019
James Elwood Carroll .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .October 4, 2019
Lucy Eleanor Boozer Harward .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 16, 2019
Betty Jean Hamilton .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . November 7, 2019
Margery Dyckes Schantz .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . November 20, 2019
Elizabeth Mendoza DeBusk .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . November 29, 2019
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Mary Elizabeth King Bain  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  January 7, 2020
Agnes Motley Fair .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . February 7, 2020
Ruth Louise Humphries Gee .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . February 27, 2020
Jean Lamar Sealey Crook  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . March 5, 2020
Josephine Philbeck .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .March 10, 2020

UNISON PRAYER FOR THE SAINTS AND THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED4

Bishop Ken Carter

O God of both the living and the dead,
we praise your holy name for all your servants
who have faithfully lived and died.
We thank you for the sacred ties that bind us
to those unseen who encompass us as a cloud of witnesses.
We pray that,
encouraged by their example and strengthened by their fellowship,
we may be diligent followers
and that nothing will be able to separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

CLOSING SONG OF TRIUMPH

If I Can Help Somebody

Bethune-Cookman University
Concert Chorale

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

Bishop Ken Carter

The peace of God, which passes all understanding
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
And the blessing of God Almighty—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
1

From The United Methodist Book of Worship. Copyright 1992 by The United Methodist Publishing House. Used
by permission. p. 737-738.
2

Ibid., p. 159

3

Ibid., p. 415

2

Ibid., p. 739
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Jim Berlau, Elder in Full Connection - Growing up, I loved church. I’d plan a family Christmas morning
worship service with hymns, a sermon, even collecting an offering. My grandmother would say, “Jimmy is
going to be a pastor one day!” Later, working as a bartender and actor, I found myself at a crossroads in life.
When my pastor offered me a job as a Youth Director, I realized God was answering my prayer. Years later, as
I stepped into Jean’s hospital room, the calling finally became clear. Jean lay motionless in her bed. I prayed
for her, but didn’t leave. Instead, I quietly stood against the wall. In that moment, I realized what an honor it
is to serve the Lord by walking alongside others in their joy, doubt, or pain while representing the hope, love,
and grace of Christ within those sacred moments. All glory and thanks be to God for this blessing and calling.

Robert Bledsoe, Elder in Full Connection - Rev. Robert S. Bledsoe currently serves as the Associate Pastor
at Cypress Lake United Methodist Church in Fort Myers, FL. He was born in Ocala and is a lifelong Floridian.
He attended Florida Southern College (14’) and Duke Divinity School (17’). He is married to his wife, Jessica, and they have a 7 month old son, Hardin. Robert is passionate about connecting the church to the world
around it, empowering people to do what God is calling them to do, and sharing with others who Jesus is and
the love He has for them. Robert’s favorite bible verse is Isaiah 61:8.

Nelson Cowan, Elder in Full Connection - “...and in him (the Son), all things hold together” (Colossians
1:17b). I have always felt held together by Jesus over the formation of my call to ordained ministry. From worship leader, to pastor, to academic researcher, to professor—sometimes doing all four simultaneously—I am
nothing if not buoyed and held together by the grace of God in Christ Jesus. I entered the candidacy process
in 2010 with an unformed idea that I wanted to do something pastoral and something academic. I emerged in
2020 with a concrete dual calling to pastoral ministry and academia, a calling that I now embody as pastor
of First UMC in High Springs FL and as instructional faculty with the UM Course of Study program through
Candler School of Theology. God has been, is now, and will be faithful; this is just the beginning. Deo gratias!

Jad Denmark, Elder in Full Connection - John A. Denmark (Jad) serves as one of the pastors at St. Luke’s
UMC Orlando. He has served there for 8 years. Jad is married to Shelly Denmark (LLP) and they have three
teenaged children. Jad first sensed a call to ministry while serving on the Leadership Team at the Warren W.
Willis Youth Camp. He then served as a Youth Director for 13 years (Grace UMC St. Augustine, First UMC
Deltona, Christ Church UM Ft. Lauderdale, and Anona UMC Largo) before attending seminary at Candler
School of Theology at Emory. Jad is passionate about being in life and community with those who have been
hurt and harmed by society and religion and extending the Grace and Love of Jesus Christ to all.

Amy Greene, Deacon in Full Connection - I currently serve as the Disaster Recovery Chaplain for the
Florida Conference, with a secondary appointment to the Portico campus of Hyde Park UMC in Tampa. As
the Disaster Recovery Chaplain, I provide spiritual and emotional support for our staff (case managers, construction coordinators, regional team leaders and other staff ), volunteer teams, and the clients we serve. This
includes providing pastoral care to survivors, presiding over home dedications, writing devotional materials, and leading staff retreats to allow time for spiritual renewal, growth, and reflection. As a Deacon, I am
passionate about connecting the church to the community outside the walls of the church, empowering and
equipping disciples to transform the world for Jesus Christ. I come to life when I can use my empathy, creativity, and energy to help those in my care see the deep connections between our everyday life and God’s life
that are already there.
Pam McMillan, Elder in Full Connection - Pam McMillan was raised and confirmed the Methodist Church
at Azalea Park UMC. From a young age, she wanted to give her life in service to others, claiming at the age of
7 she wanted to run an orphanage after a short lived obsession with Annie. She fell in love with Jesus at
summer camp, spent all her free time at Youth Group, and preached her first sermon at the age of 15. Pam
began to feel the call to ordained ministry at Anona United Methodist Church where she worked as a Youth
Intern and saw many students come to know God. After attending seminary at Duke Divinity in 2013, Pam
developed a love for chaplaincy after a year Clinical Pastoral Residency at Tampa Genera Hospital. Pam was
first commissioned as Provisional Elder in 2014 and was appointed to serve as the Associate Pastor at Saint
Paul’s United Methodist Church. She now works for Hospice of St. Francis as a Community Outreach Coordinator for Faith Organizations where she continues to merge her passion for chaplaincy and parish ministry
to serve churches throughout Brevard County.
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Elyse Milligan, Elder in Full Connection - Elyse Milligan’s D.S. asked, “Do you want a safe first appointment or something with more panache.” Elyse is passionate about Fresh Expressions and guiding churches to
their self-identified vision. Before ministry, she directed children’s musicals. Therefore, she wanted a family
or arts ministry she could grow. Trinity Lighthouse Point is an older congregation with a huge mission field
of loosely connected younger families. Trinity’s leadership risked change to reach this demographic under
her direction. By the end of her second year, they launched a successful mid-week service for families with
children, started three new small groups, put on four plays, and made the elementary school self-sustaining. Elyse learned much about strengthening church finances, partnering with outside groups, and building
maintenance which will be useful to order other churches. She is grateful for dedicated and faithful laity and
for the appointment process. She is excited for where God will lead next!
José Nieves, Elder in Full Connection - Born and raised in Bayamón, Puerto Rico, José Nieves has a deep
passion for urban, multicultural and LatinX settings. José currently serves as Senior Pastor at First Kissimmee UMC in a multicultural and multigenerational setting. In 2017, José helped lead the efforts of the Florida
Conference to assist Hurricane Maria survivors from Puerto Rico helping to provide over a million dollars
in assistance to those in need. Pastor Nieves has a deep passion for the potential of local churches partnering
with local schools. For over ten years, he has developed partnerships with local schools through programs
such as NiceSERVE, All Pro Dad and iMOM. Pastor José served as part of the steering committee for the
Bishop’s Our Kids initiative and the Bishop’s Task Force on Anti-Racism. His ministry is driven by a deep
belief in the power of the local church to bring forth the Kingdom of God to local communities.
George Pellington, Deacon in Full Connection - Following a life changing experience of God’s love and acceptance as a young adult, I served as a witness to the good news of Jesus Christ and as a bible teacher. While
serving as a lay teacher of the gospel I continued to work as a professional engineer. The call to full-time
ministry began with a desire to further God’s gift of teaching by pursuing a master’s degree in biblical studies. While in seminary I discovered that God was calling me to serve as a deacon. For me, the call to ministry
as a deacon has been a process. A unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) revealed that pastoral care is an
important aspect of my ministry. As a disciple of Christ and as His deacon, I have been called to a ministry of
teaching, pastoral care, and servant leadership. I enjoy opening venues for others to be living demonstrations
of the compassion and love of Jesus Christ in service to the most vulnerable members of our community.
Latricia Scriven, Elder in Full Connection - “Go to a place that I will show you.” Yes, God said it to Abram
and God said it also to me. Reflecting, I can see how each part of my journey – the journeys through childhood,
through marriage to my AMAZING hubby, Darryl; through mothering our phenomenal children, Destini,
Faith, and Sam; through seminary; through life – all led me to this place. In this place, I stand at the intersection of the local church and extension ministry as we co-create the ways in which New Life Church will collaborate with FAMU Wesley to be the hands and feet of Jesus for the transformation of our communities and
the world. I get to serve two wonderful ministries as my destination continues to unfold. And, somewhere
along the way, I did as the women in Shange’s choreopoem, A Laying On of Hands – “I found God in myself
and I loved her… fiercely!”

Danielle Upton, Elder in Full Connection - When I was in Middle School, I served in my church’s soup
kitchen. This is where I first saw God’s children in need and felt a pull on my heart to respond. Through this
experience I began to discern that God was calling me to ministry and to share Christ’s love with “the least of
these.” I am grateful for the continued experiences of visiting the sick, serving the impoverished, and loving
my neighbor. This journey in ministry and ordination has been made possible because of the affirmation of
my childhood pastor and youth pastor, the encouragement of my parents and sister, the support of First UMC
Wauchula, the love of my husband, and most importantly the grace of God! Thank you! I am looking forward
to continued ministry at Centenary UMC. Let’s love Jesus and HAVE FUN!

Tim Willcox, Elder in Full Connection - I started in local church ministry to students in the early 90’s.
Soon after starting I received my call to a life of service in and out of the church. Like most, my journey was
not linear. God soon opened the doors to attend seminary at Asbury Seminary Orlando, then to missions in
Costa Rica and eventually teaching in a private Christian school. However, my first love of working in the local church called me back to serve as an associate pastor at Killearn UMC. My life has had its ups and downs,
but like a great roller coaster experience, I can honestly say, “What a ride!” I am now looking forward to serving as the lead pastor at First UMC, Ft. Pierce.
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Tiffania Icaza Willets, Elder in Full Connection - Tiffania Icaza Willetts grew up in the Florida Conference as a pastor’s kid to Lia Icaza-Willetts and Tom Willetts. She loved growing up in the church, and she
gave her life to Christ when she was a 13-year-old camper at Warren Willis Camp. She claimed her call to
ministry while on a Walk to Emmaus retreat in 2011 and became a UMC Global Mission Fellow Missionary
from 2012-2015. While a missionary, Tiffania served in Buenos Aires, Argentina, with the World Student
Christian Federation and in Fayette, Missouri, as an Assistant Chaplain at Central Methodist University.
She attended seminary at Candler School of Theology – Emory University, where she served as family ministries intern at Glenn Memorial United Methodist Church and graduated in 2018. Tiffania was commissioned
a Provisional Elder in 2018 and has served as the pastor at Seminole Heights United Methodist Church in
Tampa since July 1, 2018.

A Note of Thanks
I am grateful to Bishop Carter for the opportunity to serve as the Worship Coordinator for the 2020 Florida Annual Conference. I also owe many thanks to Rev. Alex Shanks, Rev. Sara McKinley, Jeremy Hearn, Shannon Redden, Holly Finley, as well
as Rev. Melissa Cooper and her production team at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church. And thank you to my family and my
church for allowing me to dedicate so much time to this important project.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Dan Wunderlich
Lakeside United Methodist Church, Sanford
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