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For more than 100 years, Candler School of Theology at Emory University has prepared real people 
to make a real difference in the real world. Since our founding in 1914, more than 10,000 students have 
graduated from Candler, where they have been shaped as thoughtful, principled, and courageous leaders 
dedicated to transforming the world in the name of Jesus Christ.  

This is especially important to note amid the current uncertainty in our denomination. It is an honor and 
a privilege for Candler to be one of 13 official seminaries of The United Methodist Church. Yet true to 
the Methodist tradition of ecumenical openness, Candler has enthusiastically welcomed the entire 
Wesleyan family to our community for generations. Faculty, staff, and students from the AME Church, 
the AMEZ Church, the CME Church, Free Methodists, Nazarenes, and others have worked, worshiped, 
learned, and prayed alongside United Methodists, and have been a vital part of shaping Candler and our 
mission. This diversity has been a wonderful gift and a rich blessing. As we move forward from the 
Special Session of General Conference, we will continue to invite and welcome wholeheartedly those 
from all expressions of the Wesleyan tradition. Indeed, we will continue to welcome all those who 
follow Jesus Christ.  

Candler is also privileged to be one of seven graduate professional schools of Emory University in 
Atlanta. With the resources of a top-tier research institution and the reach of a global city, our students 
benefit from a rich academic and hands-on learning environment: The General Board of Global 
Ministries is in Atlanta, as are numerous public health, international development, and social service 
organizations. Candler’s intentional involvement with our surrounding community has contributed to 
our inclusion on a list of “Seminaries that Change the World” for six years running. In short, there is no 
better place to prepare for ministry that engages our major denominational priorities: developing leaders, 
starting and growing churches, ministry with the poor, and improving global health.  

In order to keep pace with the needs of the church and the world, Candler offers 16 degrees: six single 
degrees and ten dual degrees pairing theology with bioethics, business, international development, law, 
public health, and social work. Our Doctor of Ministry degree is 90 percent online, so students can 
remain in their places of ministry and immediately apply to their context what they learn in class. Our 
Teaching Parish program allows eligible United Methodist students to serve as pastors in local churches 
while they’re enrolled—they earn a salary as they earn course credit and pastoral experience, plus they 
are mentored by an experienced United Methodist elder. 

Candler’s student body continues to reflect the diversity and breadth of the Christian faithful, with an 
enrollment of 453, reflecting 51 percent women, 39 percent people of color (U.S.), and a median age of 
27 among MDivs. Students represent 44 denominations, with half coming from the Methodist family.  

Candler has a deep commitment to alleviating student debt and promoting financial literacy. In 2018-
2019, we awarded $5.8 million in Candler scholarships, with 100 percent of MDiv students receiving 
aid. Plus, our comprehensive “Faith & Finance” program teaches money management skills that serve 
our students now and will continue to serve them—and the churches they lead—well into the future.  

Candler draws considerable strength and inspiration from its relationship with The United Methodist 
Church. Our ability to fulfill our mission of educating faithful and creative leaders for the church’s 
ministries throughout the world depends upon your prayers, partnership, and support. Thank you for the 
countless ways you advance this vital ministry in the life of our denomination. Visit us in person or 
online at candler.emory.edu to see firsthand how Candler prepares real people to make a real difference 
in the real world.  
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