ANNUAL CONFERENCE OPENING WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 5, 2019
*OPENING SONG

UMH #57

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

REMEMBERING WHO WE ARE
PRAYER

We, the People Called United Methodist

Rev. Magrey deVega

Invitation from the Preamble to the United Methodist Social Principles1
We, the people called United Methodists, affirm our faith in God our Creator
and Father, in Jesus Christ our Savior, and in the Holy Spirit, our Guide and
Guard…
We affirm our unity in Jesus Christ while acknowledging differences in applying our faith in different cultural contexts as we live out the gospel. We stand
united in declaring our faith that God’s grace is available to all, that nothing
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Grateful for God’s forgiving love, in which we live and by which we are judged,
*Indicates an invitation to rise

1

and affirming our belief in the inestimable worth of each individual, we renew
our commitment to become faithful witnesses to the gospel, not alone to the
ends of earth, but also to the depths of our common life and work.

Please observe a moment of silence to prepare your heart, as we will next join our voices together as a Conference in confession, asking God to extend that forgiving love to us today.
Prayer of Confession2

Heather Pancoast

O God, we profess a faith that we do not always live. We hope for a future that we cannot always see. We express love, but we attach limits
and conditions.
Move us toward a full acceptance of your gifts: faith, hope, and love. Give
us hearts to know you. Give us eyes to see you. Give us hands to serve
you. In the name of Jesus; Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 JOHN 1:9

If we confess our sins, [God] who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

*SONG OF GRATITUDE

Holy, Holy, Holy

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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UMH #64

REMEMBERING WHOSE WE ARE
SCRIPTURE

1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 26-27

Rev. Gary Marcelin

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member
but of many… If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member
is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

REFLECT
What does it mean to you to be a member of the body of Christ?
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*SUNG RESPONSE TO THE WORD

Blest Be the Dear Uniting Love

UMH #566

INVITATION TO THE FONT

Bishop Ken Carter

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

Bishop Ken Carter

COMMUNAL REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Bishop Ken Carter

Remember your baptism and be thankful.
Amen.

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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*SIGNS OF PEACE AND RECONCILIATION
As forgiven people let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love.
*CLOSING HYMN OF PRAISE

And Are We Yet Alive

UMH #553

1

From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church — 2016. Copyright 2016 by The United Methodist Publishing
House. Used by permission.
2

From Baptism Services, Sermons, and Prayers by Kenneth H. Carter Jr. Copyright 2006 by Abingdon Press. Reproduced by
permission.
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SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE
WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 5, 2019
*GATHERING MUSIC

*Indicates an invitation to rise

All Creatures of Our God and King
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UMH #62

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Invitation, Confession, and Pardon

Rev. Ryan Hall: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who
earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another.
Rev. Esther Rodriguez: During all ages of the church, we have struggled to live
in peace.
We are a church that is united and divided.
In this room we have sharp divisions mingled with comfortable unity.
Rev. Hall, Rev. Rodriguez: Therefore, before God and one another, let us join
in this unified confession of our divisiveness.
Congregation Side A
We have come to our views and
convictions…

Congregation Side B

…by careful study, honest inquiry,
rigorous practice…

ALL TOGETHER:
…and by listening to people we admire and respect.
O God, we confess that we have
held these convictions and commitments so tightly that we cannot
hear contrasting views from your
other children.

O God, we confess a tendency to
place our faith in our own understanding of right belief and right
action, rather than in your wild and
unpredictable love.

We agree in the call to live a holy life.
We do not fully agree on all aspects of how
to live a blameless and holy life.
O Christ, we acknowledge that we
have limited the grand scope of your
gospel in order to bring exclusive
focus to particular social issues.
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O Christ, we acknowledge that we
have allowed our fears over what
may happen to limit our full-hearted pursuit of your incarnational
mission.

7

Forgive us for forgetting that your strength
is made perfect in our weakness.
Heal us from our sinful desire to be proven correct.
Teach us your grace is sufficient.
Humbly we ask that you would guide us,
O Great Comforter, as we prepare to receive
the unifying Sacrament of Holy Communion.
All pray in silence.

Rev. Ryan Hall: God has done what was impossible for the Law, since it was
weak because of selfishness. God condemned sin in the body by sending
his own Son to deal with sin in the same body as humans, who are controlled by sin.
Rev. Esther Rodriguez: All who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons and
daughters. You didn’t receive a spirit of slavery to lead you back again into
fear, but you received a Spirit that shows you are adopted as his children.
With this Spirit, we cry, “Abba, Father.” The same Spirit agrees with our
spirit, that we are God’s children. But if we are children, we are also heirs.
We are God’s heirs and fellow heirs with Christ, if we really suffer with
him so that we can also be glorified with him.
In the name of Jesus Christ,
you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ,
you are forgiven!

Glory to God! Amen!

*OPENING HYMN OF PRAISE
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Amazing Grace (v. 1–2, 6)
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UMH #378

OPENING PRAYER

Prayer of Humble Access1

Rev. Mark Charles

We do not presume to come to this thy table,
O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in thy manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table.
But thou art the same Lord,
whose property is always to have mercy.
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,
so to partake of this Sacrament of thy Son Jesus Christ,
that we may walk in newness of life,
may grow into his likeness,
and may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

A WORD ABOUT OFFERINGS

Rev. Latricia Scriven; Rev. June Edwards,
Rev. Dan Jackson, and Rev. Kris Schonewolf

The Bishop’s Offering for Annual Conference 2019 will be divided evenly between Impact
at Florida A&M University Wesley Foundation and the new United Methodist Church in the
Lowell Correctional Institution.
INTRODUCTION OF BISHOP WILL WILLIMON

Bishop Ken Carter

ABOUT BISHOP WILLIMON
The Reverend Dr. William H. Willimon is Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry
at the Divinity School, Duke University. He served eight years as Bishop of the North Alabama Conference of The United Methodist Church, where he led the 157,000 Methodists and
792 pastors in North Alabama. For twenty years prior to the episcopacy, he was Dean of the
Chapel and Professor of Christian Ministry at Duke University, Durham, North Carolina.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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SCRIPTURE

Luke 10:1-9

Bishop Will Willimon

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in
pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending
you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals;
and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this
house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that
person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and
drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move
about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome
you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The
kingdom of God has come near to you.’”

SERMON

Sent, Together

Bishop Will Willimon

OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY SONG
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The Church’s One Foundation
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UMH #545

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Bishop Will Willimon, Bishop Ken Carter

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy name
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the Kingdom,
And the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
Please follow the direction of the ushers as you proceed to the communion stations. You are
invited to sing as we celebrate the sacrament. The lyrics to the hymns will be on the screens.
Let Us Break Bread Together (UMH #618)		
Be Still, My Soul (UMH #534)				
Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast (UMH #616)
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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I Surrender All (UMH #354)
It is Well with My Soul (UMH 377)

UNISON CLOSING PRAYER

Living Vital Worship2

Bishop Will Willimon

God has told us what is good and what the Lord requires from us:
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.
For just as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is also dead.
By the mercies of God, we present our bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship.
We will deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Christ.
And as we go, we will make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and we will teach them to obey everything that Christ
has commanded us.
Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN OF PRAISE

*Indicates an invitation to rise

Blessed Assurance

12

UMH #369

*BENEDICTION

1

Bishop Ken Carter

From The United Methodist Hymnal. Copyright 1989 by The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission. p. 30.

2

Adapted from Micah 6:8, James 2:26, Romans 12:1, Matthew 16:24, and Matthew 28:19-20 (NRSV) for “Responsive Reading
for Laity Sunday: Living Vital Worship”. DefiningGrace.com

REFLECT
Where did you see God at work today?

What ideas, interactions, or images do you want to be sure to remember?

What is your prayer for tomorrow?
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RETIREMENT RECOGNITION SERVICE
THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 6, 2019
*GATHERING MUSIC

*Indicates an invitation to rise

Great is Thy Faithfulness
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UMH #140

*GREETING

Celebrating the Faithful Use of Spiritual Gifts1

Rev. Mike Luzinski

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.
There are varieties of services, but the same Lord.
There are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone.
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Today we remember, honor, and celebrate the faithfulness of these elders,
deacons, and local pastors whom God called into ministry.
And we remember, honor, and celebrate the faithfulness of their congregations who have been committed to loving and serving God and
the world around them.
We are grateful that as individuals, congregations, and the united body of
Christ, we have been called, equipped, and deployed for the ministry of
the kingdom.
We honor the past, celebrate today, and eagerly anticipate the new
chapters of ministry that God has for us.

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION
PRAYER

At the Beginning of Retirement2

Rev. Stacey Spence

Eternal God,
you hold the times and seasons,
endings and beginnings, in your hands.
Bless these friends, who now enter a new time of life.
We give you thanks for tasks accomplished,
for the joys and pains woven into the fabric of their years.
Give them the guidance of your Holy Spirit.
May days no longer filled with old obligations
be free for new activities and associations.
May fears and uncertainties about the future
be transformed into quiet confidence.
May each new day be received as a sacred trust and lived to your glory,
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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SCRIPTURE

Philippians 1:3–11

Rev. Perri Martin

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from
the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right
for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for
all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the
defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for
all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ for the glory and praise of God.

PRESENTATION OF RETIRING SERVANTS

Rev. Mike Luzinski, Rev. Stacey Spence

CELEBRATION OF RETIREES
Barbara Awoniyi
Fred Ball
Gustavo Betancourt
Paul Chilcote
Danny Chronister
Ann Davis
Kenneth Davison
Connie Di Leo
Patrick Elmore
William Finnin

Mary Gestrich
Anne Godbold
Dale Golden
Pam Hall
Diogenes Hernandez
John Hicks
John Hill
Rachel Hollingsworth
Andrew Howell
LeeAnn Inman

James Alan Jefferson
Harold Lewis
Ronald E. Martin
Jeffrey McClendon
Tom McCloskey
Arden C. Myers
Alan Patz
Gordon Pike
Ted Sauter
Gary Spencer

Gary Tarleton
Carolyn Thomas
Thomas Tift
Thomas Toussaint
Doug Townley
Miguel Velez
James Walker
Eugene Yotka

After all the retirees have been recognized:

Bishop: Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations where the
Spirit of the Lord was upon you; and you were charged to love, serve and pray
for all the people among whom you worked, caring for the young and old,
strong and weak, rich and poor. These things you have done.
All:

We give thanks to God for the lives that have been changed through
your faithful witness and service.

Bishop: At your licensing or ordination, you received authority to read the Holy
Scriptures in the church of God, to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments, and to Order the life of the Church. At your commissioning, you
received authority to equip the people of God, and to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world. There were times that the road
was rough and the way unclear, but God’s goodness and guidance has seen
you through.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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All:

We give thanks to God for the light you have shone and the seeds you
have sown.

Bishop: Never think lightly of the great good that God has wrought through you. And
continue to be true to your calling. This is a transition, not a finale. This is an
opening to new horizons of service, not the end of the road. May God’s love
and power be with you always. Let us pray together.
All:

God of grace, you fill your servants with vision. You empower your servants with your Spirit. We give thanks for the ministry of these women
and men, and for the ways in which you have ministered to us through
them as they built connections and built your Kingdom. Give them
a sense of your abiding presence that they may continue to love and
serve you, and ever grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, in
whose name we pray. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE MANTLE
A representative of the retiring class, Rev. Gustavo A. Betancourt, and a representative of the new full
member class, Rev. Perri Martin, kneel.
The Bishop takes the mantle and places it on the shoulders of the representative of the retiring class.
The representative of the retiring class rises and says:

In the book of Kings we read of the Prophet Elijah’s ministry.
The mantle, symbolic of submission to God,
fell upon the younger prophet, Elisha,
and the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha.
The representative of the retiring class then places the mantle on the shoulders of the representative of the
new full member class and says:

I transfer this mantle from our generation to the young,
indicating thereby that the responsibilities and dedication of the older
generation will be caught up and carried on by the young,
and the spirit of today’s Elijahs will rest upon today’s Elishas.
The representative of the new class rises, turns to the retiring class and says:

We who come after you take up the mantle, which falls upon us.
May we inherit a double share of your spirit.

THE CHARGE
Bishop: For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven. So,
too, there is a time for movement, new adventure, fields of service not yet
touched. With love, we send you forth in the spirit of John Wesley: May the
world be your parish.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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All:

Go into the world and respond to the love of Christ in all you do. Live
out the vision God has given you. May God’s mercy, grace, and peace be
with you. May you be channels for God’s mercy, grace, and peace to the
world wherever you may be!

*HYMN OF ASSURANCE

1

My Hope is Built

Adapted from 1 Corinthians 12 (NRSV)

2

From The United Methodist Book of Worship. Copyright 1992 by The United Methodist Publishing House.
Used by permission.
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UMH #368

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 7, 2019
*GATHERING MUSIC

*Indicates an invitation to rise

Come, Let Us Join Our Friends Above
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UMH #709

*RESPONSIVE GREETING

We Have Gathered Here to Celebrate1

Bishop Ken Carter

We have gathered here to celebrate the lives of those
who have served faithfully through the years
and now share the triumph of Christ.
We affirm with praise and thanksgiving the goodness of our Lord.
Let us rejoice in God’s presence with us, in death as in life,
among those who mourn
as with those who now see Christ face to face.
In the midst of our grief we sing with joy,
for God’s love is over all that has been made.
Blessed be God’s glorious name for ever.

*OPENING HYMN OF PRAISE
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Hymn of Promise
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UMH #707

OPENING PRAYER

Almighty God, from Whom We Come2

Rev. Jerry Van Dyken

Almighty God, our Father, from whom we come,
and to whom our spirits return:
You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
You have been our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Grant us your blessing in this hour,
and enable us so to put our trust in you
that our spirits may grow calm and our hearts be comforted.
Lift our eyes beyond the shadows of earth,
and help us to see the light of eternity.
So may we find grace and strength for this and every time of need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

Romans 5:3-5; 12:1-4

Rev. Jerry Van Dyken

And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what
is good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we
have many members, and not all the members have the same function.

SERMON

A Lesson Learned: Humility

Rev. Dr. Gary Spencer

ABOUT REV. DR. SPENCER
Rev. Dr. Gary A. Spencer was appointed District Superintendent to the Atlantic Central
District in June 2011. Gary is a third-generation Floridian who felt the call to ministry at
an early age and has devoted his life to bringing people into the church and helping them
grow in their faith. He and his wife, Judy, have two children, Kirby and Katie. Kirby is a
University of Florida graduate and works for AT&T in Daytona. Katie graduated from Emory University and earned a master’s degree from Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University. Katie works for CNBC and lives in New York with her husband, Greg.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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NAMING OF THE SAINTS
Naming the Saints: Rev. Beth Gardner and Rev. Jerry Van Dyken
Lighting Candles of Remembrance: Rev. Betty Batey and Mrs. Carol Van Dyken

Instrumental underscore begins and continues throughout the Naming of the Saints.
PRAYER3
Let us pray:
We bless your name, O God,
for all your servants who, having finished their course,
now rest from their labors.
Give us grace to follow the example
of their steadfastness and faithfulness,
to your honor and glory;
through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

You are invited to stand as the person who touched your life in a special way is honored.

CLERGY
Walter Daniel Jessup  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 8, 2018
Jean Ulmer Guerry .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  May 30, 2018
Jesse Lloyd Baker .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . June 2, 2018
Delbert Druie King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . June 24, 2018
William Delbert Strickland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  June 27, 2018
Thomas Jay Derrough .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  June 30, 2018
Marvin Blaine Bachtel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .July 31, 2018
Russell Irvin Bean, Sr. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  August 3, 2018
Billy Dean Case .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .August 10. 2018
Nathan Leland Boles .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .August 16, 2018
Beverly Green-Mingo  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . September 3, 2018
Francis Berchmans Seghers, Jr.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . September 25, 2018
George William Sims  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 25, 2018
Gerald Edward Martell  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  November 6, 2018
John Morris Brackman, Sr. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . December 6, 2018
William Glen Larrison .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .January 12, 2019
Roy Rodriguez .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . January 13, 2019
Oswald Perry Bronson, Sr.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  February 17, 2019
Neil Myron Gunsalus, Sr. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . March 12, 2019
*Indicates an invitation to rise

22

SPOUSES
Virginia Elizabeth Weir Mullen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . March 22, 2018
Laurene Hurst Williamson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . April 10, 2018
Jane Browder Hines  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . April 22, 2018
Marvine Allen Hanley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  May 14, 2018
James Earl Sims. Sr.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  May 15, 2018
Leslie Maney Ducker .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  May 18, 2018
Elsie Louise Beall Huston .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 22, 2018
Sarah Lue Pullen Robinson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 29, 2018
Lois A. Throgmorton Davino  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  June 7, 2018
Sarah Helen Berry Barber .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . June 13, 2018
Lorena Gay Nestor Smith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 5, 2018
Alice Lee Butler .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . September 27, 2018
Ellen Berniece Taylor Dalton .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 4, 2018
Dorothy Hopper Love  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  October 16, 2018
Ethel Lunsford Bruce .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 23, 2018
Mary Ann Kyker Hunt .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  November 10, 2018
Rebecca Dodd Hollady .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .November 11, 2018
Ruth Marie Marshall Ripley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  November 22, 2018
Virginia Matthews Jessup .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .January 10, 2019
Marjorie Emily Smith Fiske .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .January 27, 2019
Helen Ruth Smith Coughenour  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . January 27, 2019
Carolyn Ann Shimp Van Dine .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  January 30, 2019
Anne Carlton Blanchard .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . February 23 2019
Mary Edith Swisher Moore  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . March 28, 2019

*UNISON PRAYER FOR THE SAINTS AND THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED4

Bishop Ken Carter

O God of both the living and the dead,
we praise your holy name for all your servants
who have faithfully lived and died.
We thank you for the sacred ties that bind us
to those unseen who encompass us as a cloud of witnesses.
We pray that,
encouraged by their example and strengthened by their fellowship,
we may be diligent followers
and that nothing will be able to separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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*CLOSING HYMN OF TRIUMPH

How Great Thou Art

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

Bishop Ken Carter

The peace of God, which passes all understanding
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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And the blessing of God Almighty—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
1

From The United Methodist Book of Worship. Copyright 1992 by The United Methodist Publishing House. Used
by permission. p. 737-738.
2

Ibid., p. 159

3

Ibid., p. 415

2

Ibid., p. 73

A CELEBRATION OF SPIRIT-LED INNOVATION
FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 7, 2019
*GATHERING MUSIC

IMPACT @ FAMU Wesley Foundation

INVITATION TO CELEBRATE

Rev. Latricia Scriven, Rev. Dan Wunderlich

*MUSIC

IMPACT @ FAMU Wesley Foundation

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHTS
Young Adult Missional Movement
Summer Pastoral Ministry Interns
Camping Ministry, Warren Willis Summer Team
*MUSIC

First United Methodist Church, Kissimmee

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHTS
POV Conversational Experience
The Beloved Community
The Institute for Modern Worship
MUSIC

Tampa Korean United Methodist Church Choir

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHTS
Campus Ministries
M-LAB
Fresh Expressions
Celebrating the Chartering of Good Samaritan UMC, Tallahassee
*MUSIC
*Indicates an invitation to rise

Campus to City Wesley (CCW)
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*COMMISSIONING

Rev. Latricia Scriven, Rev. Dan Wunderlich

Leader: In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells us to go and make disciples.
People: In the gospel of Mark, Jesus tells us to go and tell the good news to everyone,
everywhere.
Leader: In the gospel of Luke, Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit—“power from on high”—
to be with us.
People: And in the gospel of John, Jesus says, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
Leader: Florida Annual Conference, we have celebrated exciting examples of Spirit-led innovation happening in and around us. Will you encourage each other to be visionary,
imaginative, and courageous as we are led by God’s Spirit and our faith into uncharted
territories?
People: We will do so with enthusiasm.
Leader: Beloved Community, will you examine the ways that we have allowed our own ideologies and perspectives to limit the movement of the Holy Spirit in and among us and
commit to being “On Mission Together” in a world desperately in need of God’s grace?
People: We will do so in sincerity.
Leader: Sisters and Brothers, will you empower those in your congregations who are led by
God’s Spirit to reach new people in new places with fresh expressions of the Gospel
for the transformation of the world?
People: We will do so in love.
Leader: Together as clergy and laity of the Florida Annual Conference, we recognize that we
have practiced habits and behaviors that have served us well in the past; yet may not
take us boldly into a new future.
People: Together we recognize that on our own we cannot envision ministry possibilities that will allow us to adequately serve the world around us—a world that is
hurting, sick, angry, lonely, tired, and polarized.
Leader: Tonight, we declare that we are not left on our own; that the Creator is still creating
with us, the real presence of Christ dwells in us, and the power of the Holy Spirit counsels us, so that we can more than adequately—indeed abundantly—serve our neighbors
and show the Love of God to the world!
People: Tonight, we commit to prayer—individually and in the midst of our congregations—for the Holy Spirit to unleash divine innovation within our people so that
we may dream new dreams and be filled with new visions!
ALL:

Thank you, Holy Spirit, for allowing us to be co-creators with you. Hear our
prayer, oh LORD, as we join You at work. Thank you for convicting us to be obedient to your leading as we walk humbly in new paths of ministry. Make us one
with You, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world. Amen.

*Indicates an invitation to rise

26

FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS
SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 8, 2019
INTRODUCTION OF CABINET MEMBERS AND PRAYERS FOR THE DISTRICTS
CHARGE TO LICENSED, COMMISSIONED, CONSECRATED, AND ORDAINED CLERGY
The Bishop:

We are sent into the world by our missional God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. The love of God has been poured out for us in these days, reminding us
of who we are, and is now poured through us for the world that God loves.

*Clergy rise. The Bishop addresses the clergy:

You are called to announce the good news, to share the grace of God with all
people, to order the life of the church with integrity, to be signs of justice and
compassion in communities across Florida and beyond. Will you accept these
assignments, to build up the body of Christ and to make new disciples in new
places and in new ways?

*Clergy:

We will go where we are sent, to spread scriptural holiness, to feed the
multitudes, to share leadership with laity, and to live in covenant with
each other.

Clergy are seated.

CHARGE TO THE LAITY
*Laity rise. The Bishop addresses the Laity:

“The world is our parish,” John Wesley said. You are the people of God, living
and serving in God’s world. Will you receive these men and women as your
leaders? And will you join them in connecting with God’s mission-field that
surrounds you?

*Laity:

We affirm our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, We receive these persons
as servants among us, and will support them in our shared ministries.

*Clergy join Laity in standing. The Bishop addresses all:

The Holy Spirit had led us in the discernment of gifts, and in listening to the
needs of local churches, communities, and specialized ministries, for a larger
purpose: that God’s kingdom will come, on earth as it is in heaven. I declare
the fixing of these appointments for the year 2019-2020.

*All:

May the God who has called us equip us for every good work. Thanks be
to God!

Following the Fixing of Appointments, we ask Branscomb Auditorium to be cleared to reset the room
for the Service of Licensing, Commissioning, and Ordination. Thank you.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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SERVICE OF LICENSING,
COMMISSIONING, AND ORDINATION
SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 8, 2019
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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UMH #139

*GREETING AND PRAYER

Bishop Ken Carter

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We come together to praise God,
to hear the Holy Word,
and to seek for ourselves and others
the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace to all servants of your church,
that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various
ministries.
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead,
perfect our ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*RECOGNITION OF OUR ONE MINISTRY AND OUR ONE BAPTISM

Bishop Ken Carter

The bishop, standing near a baptismal font, shell, or vessel of water, begins:

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God.
Through baptism all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers,
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world.
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service
for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry,
I call upon all God’s people gathered here:
The bishop may scoop and pour water from the font, shell, or vessel and say:

Remember your baptism and be thankful.
We remember our baptism and affirm our common ministry.

All people are seated.

THE MINISTRY OF ALL BELIEVERS
The United Methodist Church affirms the ministry of all believers. That means that though
some are called-out and set-apart for Licensed or Ordained Ministry, through our baptism
we are ALL called to ministry. In what ways has God made that call in your life?

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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PRESENTATION OF ORDINANDS
The Conference Lay Leader, Paulette Monroe, and the Chairperson of the Board of
Ordained Ministry, The Reverend Dr. Brett Opalinski, present to the Bishop those who are
to be licensed, commissioned, and ordained.
The Bishop stands before the Lord’s Table, facing the people.
Lay Leader:

On behalf of the laity of local congregations
who have examined and approved these candidates,

Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry:

and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference,
which has recommended these persons,
and this annual conference, which has approved them,

Together the Lay Leader and the member of the Board of Ordained Ministry:

With our prayers and support we present

These persons to be licensed as local pastors (local pastors stand)
Augustus Allen
Steven Carleo
Lucas Bonates
Calvin Durden
Shannon Harris
Carol Mack-Harrell
George Hatmaker

Ed Horne
Jeanne Icenhour
Keri LaBrant
Rodolfo Martinez
Michael Moxley
Max Pierre
Wilma Reyes

Garrett Rocha
Sherlain Stevens
Chris Tabone
Jeff Taylor
Lou Weber
Isabelle Williams
Sheron Willson

This person to be commissioned as provisional deacon (provisional deacon stands)
Ellen Pollock
These persons to be commissioned as provisional elders (provisional elders stand)
Ricc Conner
John Frank
Pamela Green
Jana Hall-Perkins
Keith Harcombe

Gwang Hyun Jacob Park
Zach Hutchinson
Matthew McNutt
Gewanda Parker
Amy Scroggin

Debra Thompson
Caitlin White
Tanner White

These persons to be ordained deacons (deacons stand)
Mary Downey
Pam Dubov
*Indicates an invitation to rise

Madeline Luzinski
Rad Orlandi
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Kristyne Young

These persons to be ordained elders (elders stand)
Bobby Brooks
Loida Divine
Denvil Farley
Mike Luzinski

Jonathan Brewster
Perri Martin
Jonathan McCurley
Sarah McIntosh

Ryan DeLaune
Lenora Rousseau
Stacey Spence
Emily Sterling

After all candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the Bishop says:

These persons are by God’s grace to be licensed, commissioned or ordained
to ministry in Christ’s holy church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
have discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian
character, possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.
We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be licensed,
commissioned or ordained?
We do! Thanks be to God!
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
With God’s help, we will!

The Bishop, presenters, and candidates are seated.
SCRIPTURE

Matthew 22:34-40

Bishop Ken Carter

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher,
which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it:
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang
all the law and the prophets.”

Galatians 5:13-14
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to
one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

SERMON
*Indicates an invitation to rise

A New Connection, A New Evangelism
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Bishop Ken Carter

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed1

Rev. Justin LaRosa

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Rev. Sara McKinley, Rev. Dr. Brett Opalinski

Our offering this morning will go to the Florida Conference Ministerial Education Fund to help
clergy reduce educational debt. These funds will provide tuition grants for Local Pastors attending Course of Study and grants for seminary tuition for Deacons and Elders pursuing Ordination.
Please join us by offering your generous financial support for our next generation of clergy so that
they might be able to embrace the ministry in your church without the burden of educational debt.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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OFFERTORY HYMN

For the Beauty of the Earth

UMH #92

LICENSING OF LOCAL PASTORS
Those who are to be licensed rise and proceed to the stage.
When all are standing upon the stage, the Registrar of the Board of Ordained Ministry says:

Dear friends, these persons have completed the requirements for the license
as a local pastor and are recommended by the Board of Ordained Ministry.
We have inquired diligently concerning them and have found them to be fit
for this sacred vocation.
The Bishop then asks the following questions of the Local Pastors to be licensed:

Do you believe you are moved by the Holy Spirit to serve as a local pastor?
I do.
Will you strive to live a life in keeping with what you preach?
I will.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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As the registrar of the Board of Ordained Ministry reads the names of those being
licensed, the Bishop presents each candidate with the license for pastoral ministry.
Augustus Allen
Steven Carleo
Lucas Bonates
Calvin Durden
Shannon Harris
Carol Mack-Harrell
George Hatmaker

Ed Horne
Jeanne Icenhour
Keri LaBrant
Rodolfo Martinez
Michael Moxley
Max Pierre
Wilma Reyes

Garrett Rocha
Sherlain Stevens
Chris Tabone
Jeff Taylor
Lou Weber
Isabelle Williams
Sheron Willson

The Bishop addresses the candidates:

You are hereby authorized to serve as a local pastor in the congregation to
which you are appointed. Take care that you perform these duties faithfully as much as you are able, the Lord being your helper.
The Bishop turns to the congregation:

As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards these persons.
We thank you, O God, for these persons,
whom we set aside in your name as local pastors.
Prepare them in body, mind, and spirit for their task
and continue them in your grace,
that they may increase and bless your Church through their labors;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Bishop introduces and greets those licensed:

I present to you these newly licensed local pastors of the Florida Annual
Conference of The United Methodist Church!

Those who have been licensed proceed to their seats.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

LICENSED LOCAL PASTORS
A license is issued to a Local Pastor to preach and conduct divine worship and to perform the
duties of a pastor, once they have been certified as a candidate for ministry, recommended
by their District Committee on Ordained Ministry, the Board of Ordained Ministry and the
Clergy Session of the Annual Conference and have been appointed by the Cabinet.
They are authorized to perform all the duties of a pastor including the sacrament of Baptism
and Holy Communion as well as the service of marriage, burial, confirmation and membership reception, within and while appointed to a particular charge or extension ministry.
They may serve as full time or part time Local Pastors and may be appointed to extension
ministries beyond the local church.
Licensed Local Pastors who do not have, or are not working toward, a Master’s of Divinity
degree are required to complete the Course of Study, a program of 20 courses.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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GENERAL EXAMINATION OF THOSE
TO BE COMMISSIONED AND ORDAINED
The candidates for commissioning and ordination stand
at their seats while the Bishop stands facing them.
The Bishop examines all candidates for commissioning and ordination:

My sisters and brothers in Christ,
you have been called to a commissioned or ordained ministry.
The church now confirms your calling.
As ordained or commissioned ministers, you are to be coworkers with all the
people of God: with laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors,
provisional members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners,
supply pastors, with all who serve God in the Church.
Remember you are called to serve rather than to be served,
to proclaim the faith of the church and no other,
to look after the concerns of God above all.
So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God
and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of
ordained ministry?
I do so believe.
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?
I do so believe and confess.
Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
contain all things necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ
and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s faith and
life?
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with
the help of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in
you?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of
Christ?
I will, with the help of God.

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in
Jesus Christ, to participate in the life and work of the community,
and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church,
accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline,
defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word,
and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you,
and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission,
covenant to participate in the life of the order,
into which you are ordained or commissioned?
Will you give yourself to God through the order
in order to sustain and build each other up
in prayer, study, worship and service
under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day?
I will, with the help of God.
May God, who has given you the will to do these things,
give you grace to perform them,
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. Amen.

Those who are to be commissioned proceed to the stage
while those to be ordained take their seats.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL
DEACONS AND ELDERS
Candidates for commissioning may rise and face the congregation.
The Bishop addresses the congregation:

By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church
pledge to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.
Christ gave all of us this command: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send
laborers into his harvest.” We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people,
see the plentiful harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord
in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Spirit, they now come
to declare in public their desire to live out the covenant made at their
baptism by binding themselves to the service of God under the supervision of the bishop and the guidance of colleagues in full connection and
by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the body of Christ.
Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for
ordained ministry among us.

PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS
The Bishop, facing the congregation and extending arms over all of the candidates, prays:

God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up
men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church. By your Holy
Spirit help these, your servants, to understand and live the mystery of our
love with boldness and joy. Deepen their sense of purpose as they exercise
commissioned ministry. Empower them, and those who will walk with
them to guide their ministry, together with all your people, to heal the
sick, love the outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves
freely for your name’s sake.

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer
during the laying on of hands for each candidate for commissioning.
The Bishop, standing behind and laying both hands up the shoulder of each candidate, prays:

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Full Name.
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to announce
the reign of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All audibly affirm the action, saying: Amen.

Upon rising “The License for the Practice of Ministry of the Deacon”
or “The License for Pastoral Ministry” is presented.
After all the candidates have been commissioned the Bishop says:

As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards these persons.
Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants, and
may the opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling.
Clothe them with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by
giving themselves to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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The Bishop introduces and greets those commissioned:

I present to you these newly commissioned provisional deacons and elders
of the Florida Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church!

Those who have been commissioned proceed to their seats.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
Once certified as a candidate for ministry, and then recommended by their District Committee and the Board of Ordained Ministry to the Clergy Session of Annual Conference,
candidates may be commissioned for ministry by the laying on of hands by the Bishop.
Provisional Members are commissioned to be a faithful servant leader among the people,
to lead the church in service, to proclaim the Word of God and to equip others for ministry.
Provisional Members are required to participate in a two year Residents in Ministry program in preparation for Full Connection.
Provisional Deacons shall be in ministries of Word, Service, Compassion and Justice in
the local church or in an approved appointment beyond the local church.
Provisional Elders shall be in ministries of Word, Sacrament, Order and Service in the
local church or in an approved extension ministry.
Once their educational requirements and their two years as a Resident in Ministry have
been completed, provisional members may apply for Full Connection as a Deacon or Elder.

THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS AND ELDERS
The Bishop introduces the act of ordination:

Ordination is a gift from God to the Church and is exercised in covenant
with the whole Church and within the covenant of the order of deacons
or elders. My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an
ordained ministry. The Church now confirms your calling through ordination.

Candidates for ordination as deacon proceed onto the stage.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
EXAMINATION OF DEACONS

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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The Bishop examines the deacon candidates:

A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood,
to relate the life of the community to its service in the world,
to lead others into Christian discipleship,
to nurture disciples for witness and service,
Here a large Bible may be lifted by the Chair of the Order of Deacon.

to lead in worship,
to teach and proclaim God’s Word,
to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion,
Here a towel and basin with pitcher may be lifted the Chair of the Order of Deacon.

to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes,
to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed,
and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice,
liberation and reconciliation,
especially in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.

This is the rule of life and work of a deacon.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?
I do so believe.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR DEACONS
The Bishop calls the people to prayer:

As these persons are ordained by God and the church for the ministry of
deacons to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let
us pray for them.
We thank you, Living God, that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ
to take the form of a servant,
becoming obedient even to death on the cross,
and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.
You have taught us, by his word and example,
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.
Give these servants grace to be faithful to their promises, constant in their
discipleship, and always ready for works of loving service.
Make them modest and humble, gentle and strong,
rooted and grounded in love.
Give them a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ,
who came not to be served but to serve. Amen.

Candidates for ordination as deacon are invited to kneel before the Bishop as directed.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for
silent prayer during the laying on of hands for the ordinand.
The Bishop lays both hands on the head of the ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Full Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church. Amen.
Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the Bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate
and says:

Full Name, take authority as a deacon to proclaim the Word of God
and to lead God’s people in ministries of compassion and justice;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
After all have been ordained the Bishop says:

Friends, let us pray together, and as we pray, I invite the church to extend
your arms towards these persons.
Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants, and
may the opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling.
Clothe them with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by
giving themselves to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The Bishop introduces and greets those ordained:

I present to you the newly ordained deacons of the Florida Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church!

The newly ordained deacons proceed to the side of the stage to stand in
witness and celebration as the candidates for elders proceed to the stage.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

ORDAINED DEACONS
Deacons are called and set apart for the ministry of Love, Justice, and Service, connecting
the church with the most needy, neglected, and marginalized among the children of God.
Deacons give leadership in the church’s life: in teaching and proclaiming the Word; in contributing to worship, in assisting the elders in administering the sacraments; in forming
and nurturing disciples; in conducting marriages and burying the dead; in embodying the
church’s mission to the world; and in leading congregations in interpreting the needs, concerns and hopes of the world.
The appointment of a deacon may be initiated by the Bishop, the district superintendent,
the individual deacon or the agency requesting the service of a deacon.
Deacons appointed beyond the local church shall designate a local congregation as their
charge conference where they will take missional responsibility for leading other Christians into ministries of service.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
The Bishop examines the candidates for ordination or recognition as elder:

An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church:
to preach and teach the Word of God
Here a large Bible may be lifted by the Chair of the Order of Elders.

and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and
Holy Communion;
Here a paten and chalice may be lifted by the Chair of the Order of Elders.

to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
to exercise pastoral supervision,
order the life of the congregation,
counsel the troubled,
and declare the forgiveness of sin;
to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church
and in service in and to the community.
This is the rule of life and work of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?
I do so believe.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS
The Bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer, using these or similar words:

As these persons are ordained by God and the church for the ministry of
elders to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray for them.
The Bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:

We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be a priestly people, offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death and,
having ascended into heaven,
has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
to build up Christ’s body,
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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Give to these your servants the grace and power they need
to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach,
to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
and to offer with all your people
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Candidates for ordination as elder are invited to kneel
before the bishop one at a time as directed.
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for
silent prayer during the laying on of hands for the ordinand.
The Bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Full Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church. Amen.
Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the Bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate
and says:

Full Name, take authority as an elder to preach the Word of God,
to administer the Holy Sacraments
and to order the life of the Church;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
After all have been ordained the Bishop says:

Friends, let us pray together, and as we pray, I invite the church to extend
your arms towards these persons.
Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants, and
may the opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling.
Clothe them with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by
giving themselves to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The Bishop introduces and greets those ordained:

I present to you these newly ordained elders of the Florida Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church!

The newly ordained elders proceed to their seats.
*Indicates an invitation to rise
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ORDAINED ELDERS
Elders are ordained to a lifetime ministry of Word, Sacrament, Order and Service. They are
authorized to preach the Word of God, to provide pastoral care and counsel, to administer
the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion, and to order the life of the church for service in mission and ministry.
The servant leadership of the elder, in both parish and extension ministries, is expressed by
leading the people of God in worship and prayer, by leading people to faith in Jesus Christ,
by exercising pastoral supervision, and by ordering the church in mission in the world.
Elders, Provisional Elders and Associate members commit themselves to open itinerancy.
They offer themselves without reserve to be appointed and to serve, after consultation, as
the Appointive authority may determine.
Ordained Elders may be appointed to local churches as the pastor in charge or to extension
ministries beyond the local church.

REFLECT
Where did you see God at work today?

What ideas, interactions, or images do you want to be sure to remember?

What is your prayer as you return home?

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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*INVITATION TO THOSE FEELING CALLED TO LEAD THE ONE CHURCH

*CLOSING SONG OF PRAISE

*Indicates an invitation to rise

Here I Am, Lord

UMH #593

A Charge to Keep I Have

UMH #413
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*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL SONG

Bishop Ken Carter
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Please remain standing as clergy recess.

*Indicates an invitation to rise
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UMH #400

Jonathan Brewster, Elder in Full Connection - The Holy Love of God enlivened my call through the transforming power of grace as shown through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. This formation started
when I was a child, and it continues to this day. Learning to surrender and grow in grace has radically transformed my life and it compels me to offer Christ to the world, freely and enthusiastically. I feel that God’s love
is so immense and powerful, so tender and dazzling that most people have only felt the hem of it. Thus, my
ongoing prayer and vison for a lifetime of ministry is that God would lead me so that others may know and
experience God’s love. I am excited about entering the order of Elders as it will be a journey that calls me to
“Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name.”

Robert Brooks, Elder in Full Connection - I grew up in the church but it wasn’t until near the end of high
school that I really began to take my life with God seriously. Once I began to take this whole life-with-God
thing seriously however, I soon began to sense God calling me into vocational ministry. At first this call terrified me. It was one thing to live for God...but work with and for God - that felt like something else altogether!
Unnerved by this sense of call, I ran the other way for a short while, but soon enough got tired of running from
and began to run with God, toward God and haven’t looked back since. From that moment on, I’ve had the
privilege of working as a youth pastor for over ten years and most recently as a young adult and family pastor
to my longtime church family. I am honored, humbled and excited to continue to grow as a pastor in ministry
to all people for the glory of God and the sake of the world.
Loida Divine, Elder in Full Connection - I was born in Honduras to a clergy couple, Miguel and Francisca
Garcia. My mother was one of the first women pastors in Honduras. She taught me to follow my call and my
dreams. When I met Jim, my husband, we went to serve as missionaries in Costa Rica and then Mexico. In
1999 we came back to the US to serve within the Florida Conference. Throughout my ministry my passion
has been to see spiritual growth in new believers and call the church to live missionally, both locally as well as
internationally. I have led several mission teams to Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Last year I visited
our sister church in Cuba where I was asked to preach and this year I experienced God’s work through ZOE
ministries in India. Thank you family, friends and colleagues within the Florida conference who have helped,
encouraged, and prayed with me through following my call to ministry. Praise God!
Mary Downey , Deacon in Full Connection - Rev. Mary Lee Downey is serving as the Founder and CEO of
the Community Hope Center, a non-profit committed to ending homelessness and restoring hope in Central
Florida. Mary’s call is rooted in her deep conviction that God’s love is available to all people. God called her to
ordained ministry when she was working with a woman without a home and God declared in her heart, “Here
are my people, love them as I love them.” She is committed to bridging the gap between the church and the
world by providing ways for her community to respond to those facing poverty. Her work, to date, has provided care for over 30,000 individuals in need by connecting them to housing, employment, food, identification,
health care, and other services. Mary is also called to train other churches and communities on how to care
for the poor with dignity and love.
Pam Dubov, Deacon in Full Connection - Pam Dubov currently serves as Executive Pastor of St. Paul UMC
in Largo after serving two years as Minister of Outreach and Missions. As a deacon, she is blessed to guide the
St. Paul congregation into ministries of compassion and justice in the Largo-Clearwater community. She is
passionate about helping servants from St. Paul share the love of Christ through food, school supply, clothing,
tutoring and mentoring ministries with local school children. Pam will be forever grateful to God for calling
her to ministry “later in life” after she read the words “give me a job teaching rebels your ways so the lost can
find their way home,” in Psalm 51:13 of The Message. She is amazed by how God puts her secular experiences
to work in the local church in ways that glorify God and build Christ’s Kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.”

Ryan DeLaune, Elder in Full Connection - I grew up United Methodist. I looked forward to joining the
youth group, going on mission trips and going on my first Chrysalis Flight as I watched my parents take part
in Emmaus. It was on one of those Chrysalis Flights where I heard God’s calling to pursue ministry. A little
scared, I ran from God’s call. God’s voice was persistent until I surrendered, gave up my plans and committed
myself to God’s calling for my life. From the moment I began pursuing ministry, I discovered passion that
had been waiting to be explored and nurtured. Throughout college, I served in every student ministry job
available because of my newfound love of serving God and making God’s love known to others. As an active,
adventure seeking soul, I now serve a college campus and have started a Wesley Foundation, teach spin classes and show students how God loves us all.
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Denvil Farley, Elder in Full Connection - My call to ministry began when after years of running away from
God, I heard God’s voice say, “My son, I love you.” I knew that if God could have love for someone like me, then
there was enough love for others who might be downtrodden or feeling cast to the side. God has continued to
lead me in the way of extending grace to everyone and encouraging all persons to pursue the abundant life of
holiness that God has created and called us to.

Madeline Luzinski, Deacon in Full Connection - Madeline Luzinski grew up attending First UMC Clermont, where she first discerned her call to ministry. Her call was solidified during her undergraduate career
at Florida Southern College where she was hired as a staff at Neighborhood Ministries. It was at Neighborhood, and after school ministry, where Madeline realized her passion for ministry alongside at-risk youth
and discerned that ordination as a deacon would best equip her to live into that call. She attended seminary
at Duke Divinity School and has been serving in her dream appointment at The Florida United Methodist
Children’s Home as the Director of Pastoral Care for the past three years.

Michael Luzinski, Elder in Full Connection - I first heard my call in the words of a song, “hey unfaithful,
hey ungraceful, hey unloving, I will love you.” I didn’t realize it at the time, but God was transforming my life.
My call began to sharpen as a college student while I was resisting it in the style of Jonah. Through experiences at Warren Willis Camp, Campus Ministries, and serving in local churches it became clear that God was
leading me to ordained ministry.
As I began living out my call, I began a new journey. That journey led me to seminary and led me to marry Rev.
Madeline Luzinski. This call also led us to Central Florida where I serve at Asbury United Methodist Church
in Maitland. I could not be more grateful for the way God has enabled me to live into my call as an Elder in the
United Methodist Church.
Perri Martin, Elder in Full Connection - I received my call to ministry the summer going into 6th grade
while attending my first Christian summer camp. A missionary was the guest speaker that week and during
one of his talks, God called me to be a missionary also. Over the years, discerning my call further I realized
I was called to be a missionary in the community in which I am appointed. While in seminary, I recognized
how my faith journey had been more of a journey my Mom and I walked together, which gave me a keen interest and passion for family ministry.
Being a missionary coupled with my passion for families, I have had the opportunity to serve at Englewood
UMC as the Associate Pastor creating and leading the Family Ministry. I am moving to River of Life UMC in
Jacksonville, a community very focused on reaching families in their community with the Gospel message.
Jonathan McCurley, Elder in Full Connection - I received my first calling in high school when the Holy
Spirit spoke to me through my pastor. This voice became stronger throughout my time at university as I engaged in community and participated in several mission trips. Finally the conversation culminated in the
room of a host family in Japan, where I sat praying and hearing God ask me if I would give my life to serving
His people anywhere in the world. With tears in my eyes, I said yes.
Now, alongside serving as an associate pastor in a local church, I serve as a missionary through Global Ministries at a leadership training center in Rural Japan. Every year we receive grassroots leaders from rural areas
in Asia, Africa and Latin America for a yearlong experience, training them to be servant leaders who would
lead holistic development in some of the most impoverished areas.
Sarah McIntosh, Elder in Full Connection - It wasn’t until I was about to graduate with my undergraduate degree in Exercise Science that I even considered ministry as a possibility. But after struggling with
anxiety and an eating disorder in college, I couldn’t deny the fact that our physical and spiritual health are
inextricably intertwined. That passion for learning more about the intersection between faith and health is
what led me to pursue seminary. I attended Candler School of Theology, and my sense of call grew and transformed throughout my time there. Hospital Chaplaincy was my initial plan for my vocation after graduating
seminary, but after interning at Orange UMC in Chapel Hill, NC for a summer, I fell in love with local church
ministry. The intersection between faith and health is where I heard my call, and God has called me to use
those gifts and passions as I serve in the local church.
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Rad Orlandi, Deacon in Full Connection - My call to ordination was a very gradual process, rooted in my
upbringing in the United Methodist church in Puerto Rico: I witnessed changed lives, and saw men and women in different stages of life taking on the commitment of ordination. My subsequent career in clinical dentistry was deeply fulfilling; most importantly, it was a vocation of service and healing. Always drawn to Bible
studies, I thought my certificate in Christian Education would satisfy my hunger for teaching and for sharing
the joy of life in Christ. A deep restlessness, though, evolved into a deep and unyielding call to a life of ordination. I sold my dental practice, entered seminary, and found the deacon’s call to word, service, compassion,
and justice to be exactly where God wanted me to be. As director of discipleship ministries at First UMC of
Port St. Lucie, I continue to be blessed!
Lenora Rousseau, Elder in Full Connection - Rev. Lenora Rousseau will be using her gifts for ministry and prior vocational experience as a professional ballerina and certified fitness/nutritional consultant to create sacred
space (literally and figuratively) for holistic transformation and inspiration by appointment through extension as
the Pastoral Director of Pointe of Grace, LLC. She will also be teaching New Testament classes as an adjunct faculty
member of Florida Gateway College as she works towards becoming a Certified Spiritual Director and completing
a doctoral program in spiritual formation. Lenora is passionate about Fresh Expressions ministries that enable
those inside our churches and beyond to experience and respond to God’s grace in ways that help them discover and
live into their created purpose. Through the Pointe of Grace Project, she will be offering soul-centering opportunities including Christ-centered Yoga and Meditation services, retreats, Biblical discovery trips, one on one spiritual
companionship, and more. To find out more, visit www.pointeofgraceproject.com.

Stacey Spence, Elder in Full Connection - Answering God’s call to ordination and the call to serve rural
churches has never been boring. I currently serve a two-point charge at First Hawthorne and Sparr UMC. It
is an honor and a passion to be part of both congregations. I continue to be amazed at how we serve and how
we pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. God has given me a love and a passion for the rural community, as
I believe it is the foundation of where the seeds of faith are planted. As I enter full ordination, I am humbled
and grateful that I have been given an opportunity to serve God’s people, in this time and in this place. To God
be the Glory.

Emily Sterling, Elder in Full Connection - God called me to pastoral ministry in 2006 when I was serving
on the Leadership Team at Warren W. Willis UM camp. However, God’s grace was molding me for ministry
long before then through the people, ministry experiences, leadership opportunities, and love of my home
church – First UMC of Auburndale. I have a love for the local church and believe local faith communities are
conduits of God’s transformation in the world. I desire to faithfully lead local churches in worship, teaching, sacrament, organization, administration, and service. In July 2014 I began serving the people of Trinity
UMC of Palm Beach Gardens as their Associate Pastor. God’s grace has shaped me as a pastor and disciple
through the people and ministry of Trinity UMC. I trust God’s grace to continue to guide me as I begin serving
as Executive Pastor of First UMC of Orlando this summer.
Kristyne Young, Deacon in Full Connection - I have been on staff at New Covenant UMC since 2009 and
am currently serving the Lake Deaton Campus of NCUMC as their Pastor of Discipleship. In my practice of
ministry, I want people more than anything to understand that they are part of changing the world today, that
they are resurrection people and tasked to help bring in the Kingdom of God. I have a heart for developing and
encouraging small groups. I believe it is through God’s grace within the small group experience that group
members can be transformed. Much of my ministry points towards allowing individuals to experience the
grace of God through small groups, and then for small groups to discover their passion for grace-filled, Spirit-filled serving in the world. I am thankful for my call to the local church and how I get to connect the local
church to the world through small groups.

A Note of Thanks
I am grateful to Bishop Carter for the opportunity to serve as the Worship Coordinator for the 2019 Florida Annual Conference.
I also owe many thanks to Rev. Alex Shanks, Rev. Sara McKinley, Rev. Sarah Miller, Rev. Debbie Casanzio, Rev. Ryan Hall, Rev.
Latricia Scriven, Jarvis Wilson, We Are Curio, Gretchen Hastings, Winnie Dean, Shannon Redden, Holly Finley, and MABE
Productions. And thank you to my family and my church for allowing me to dedicate so much time to this important project.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Dan Wunderlich
Lakeside United Methodist Church, Sanford
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