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Perkins celebrates our vital connections with the Florida Annual Conference: 
 One student affiliated with the Florida Conference is enrolled at Perkins, a Master of Sacred 

Music student. 
 Qualifying students receive $6,000 each in need-based aid.  

 Enrollment at Perkins for the 2015-16 academic year totals 365 students, of which more than 
two-thirds are United Methodist and more than 40 percent are ethnic minority students. Master’s 
degree programs comprise approximately 53 percent male and 47 percent female students. The 
D.Min. program includes students from southern Asia taking classes in Singapore and Dallas. Our 
Ph.D. program has 32 students. 
 Please note the following faculty additions: 

 Dr. O. Wesley Allen Jr. (Ph.D., Emory) joined the Perkins faculty as the Lois Craddock 
Perkins Chair in Homiletics in August 2015. 

 Dr. Evelyn L. Parker (Ph.D., Northwestern), Associate Dean for Academic Affairs at 
Perkins, was appointed to the Susanna Wesley Centennial Chair in Practical Theology at 
Perkins. 

 Dr. Priscilla Pope-Levison (Ph.D., University of St. Andrew’s) joined Perkins as the school’s 
Associate Dean for External Programs. 

 Dr. Tom Spann was named director of the Perkins Intern Program, succeeding Dr. Bill 
Bryan, who was named to the newly created position of Associate Dean of Student Affairs. 

 Dr. Paul Barton (Ph.D., Southern Methodist University) was named director of the Mexican 
American and Hispanic-Latino/a Church Ministries Program. 

 Highland Park United Methodist Church provided a $1.5 million gift to Southern Methodist 
University that endowed the Umphrey Lee Professorship in Methodist History at Perkins as well 
as support the HPUMC Future Church Leaders Program. 
 The Center for the Study of Latino/a Christianity and Religions at Perkins was awarded a 
$500,000 grant by The Henry Luce Foundation’s Theology program. The three-year grant will 
significantly expand the Center’s work in promoting an understanding of the different religious 
expressions within the Latino/a communities in the United States and in Latin America. 
 Perkins unveiled a new degree option, the Master of Theology (Th.M.), which began enrolling 
students in the Fall 2015 semester. The Th.M. degree is a second master’s and requires 24 term 
hours within one of four divisions of study: The Biblical Witness, The Heritage and Context of 
Christianity, The Interpretation of the Christian Witness and The Theology and Practice of 
Ministry. 
 Additionally, Perkins revealed that it will begin offering a Spanish-language Master of Theology 
(Th.M.) degree beginning in fall 2017. The degree, the first of its kind among the 13 United 
Methodist-related schools of theology, will be a nonresidential program designed for experienced 
full-time pastors or church/academic leaders. 
 Perkins also announced the creation of a first-of-its-kind degree, the Doctor of Pastoral Music, 
which will begin enrolling students in 2016. Areas of focused study will include liturgy, 
congregational song, worship leadership, performance skills and the theological basis of church 
music. 
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 Perkins thanks our many colleagues, friends, and alumni/ae across the connection for 
generous support in many ways, including referrals of prospective students, as we continue our 
vital mission of preparing women and men for faithful leadership in Christian ministry. 
 I will retire as Dean of Perkins School of Theology on May 31, 2016. It has been my privilege 
to serve in this capacity since 2002. In our mission to prepare women and men for faithful 
leadership in Christian ministry, the students who have passed through the halls of this school 
and into the world of ministry are the focus of our work. I am honored to have been a part of their 
journey. 
 
Grace and peace, 
William B. Lawrence 
Dean and Professor of American Church History 


