
 

- 168 - 

FLORIDA UNITED METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME 1 

 2 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 3 
Proverbs 22:6 (RSV) 4 

 5 
The mission statement of the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home asserts that we are “to 6 
empower children and families to experience God’s love and care as revealed in the ministry of 7 
Jesus Christ.”  This is what propels the ministry of the Children’s Home forward.  Each child that 8 
comes into our care is surrounded by caring staff.  These dedicated men and women are truly 9 
inspiring as they respond to the calling to work with at-risk children and youth.  Each child is 10 
surrounded by a beautiful campus and first rate facilities that help provide a healing atmosphere 11 
on both our campuses at Enterprise and Madison.  Each child is surrounded by effective and 12 
wide ranging programs and ministries designed to strengthen individual and family life.  But 13 
most of all, each child is surrounded by the love and grace of Jesus Christ made real through 14 
the work and support of His church. 15 
 16 
I would like to convey my gratitude to our Board of Trustees for their outstanding commitment 17 
and leadership as they set the vision and guide the overall direction of the Children’s Home and 18 
its ministry. 19 
 20 
The Children’s Home is a part of your family as a United Methodist Church institution.  We have 21 
been on duty for 108 years and continue to serve as an extension of your local church to help 22 
you meet the needs of children and families with special needs.  What began as the Florida 23 
Methodist Orphanage in 1908 has grown into a diverse ministry offering residential care, 24 
therapeutic group care, emergency shelter care, foster care services in five counties, transitional 25 
and independent living assistance, career development training and a community child care 26 
center.  Our second campus, the Madison Youth Ranch, also offers the life changing ministry of 27 
the Children’s Home.  We typically touch the lives of over 400 children each and every day.  28 
 29 
The Stickney Stable for Equine Therapy was officially dedicated on July 10, 2015.  We are so 30 
thankful for all the donors who made this fantastic addition at our Madison Youth Ranch 31 
possible. Equine therapy has shown remarkable results to help our residents find a sense of 32 
healing and wholeness.  Our therapy horses are named Pinki and Sugar.  Two staff members 33 
have been trained and licensed through the Equine Assisted Growth and Learning Association 34 
(EAGALA). 35 
 36 
Our on-campus school has officially partnered with the Volusia County School district and is 37 
now called Legacy Scholars Academy (LSA).  LSA provides on-campus schooling for our 38 
residents, grades K-12th.  The classroom ratio is 8 students to one teacher along with one 39 
teacher assistant.  We have a total of 44 students attending LSA this year.  LSA is voluntary for 40 
our middle and high school students who want to attend a smaller school.  Many of our 41 
residents continue to go off campus to attend local public schools. 42 
  43 
LSA offers our students quality instruction led by certified teachers in a standard public school 44 
curriculum with the added component of the Social and Emotional Learning skills and behavior 45 
management and counseling by Children's Home staff.  By partnering with Volusia County 46 
Schools, the Children's Home will have access to a broad range of resources including 47 
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academic specialists, Volusia Virtual School, dual enrollment and the ability to obtain a high 1 
school diploma equal to that of their peers in public school. 2 
 3 
Our Foster Care ministry has expanded into Broward County.  We are on track to open an office 4 
on July 1, 2016 at New Horizon UMC in Southwest Ranches, Florida.  Prospective foster 5 
parents are already taking orientation classes.  6 
  7 
Each year it is our privilege to recognize individuals, churches and groups that have gone above 8 
and beyond to support and promote the Children’s Home.  For their exceptional efforts in 2015 9 
we have awarded the following:  “Pastor of the Year” – Reverend William Buell of Coleman 10 
UMC; “Church of the Year” – First UMC, Steinhatchee; “Local Church Representative of the 11 
Year” – Ashley Hughes of First UMC, Clermont; and “Mission Work Group of the Year” – 12 
Southside UMC, Jacksonville.  Please join me in lifting up these outstanding people who have 13 
made the ministry of the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home a priority. 14 
 15 
The local church goal of giving in 2016 is set at $12.00 per member and will remain the same for 16 
2017. We think this is a reasonable goal that every church should strive to meet.  The Children’s 17 
Home is an extension of your local church and a part of your family as United Methodists.  We 18 
earnestly hope you are able to give beyond this minimum level of support.  We request this 19 
historic plan be continued whereby on each Fifth Sunday and on Christmas Sunday, the church 20 
school offering and the undesignated offering (loose plate) received in Sunday worship services 21 
be remitted directly, along with special donations and gifts, to the Florida United Methodist 22 
Children's Home. 23 
 24 
In closing, I would like to express my personal sincere gratitude to all those who give to support 25 
the work and ministry of the Children’s Home.  Your Fifth Sunday offerings, individual gifts, 26 
honors and memorials, in-kind gifts, wills and bequests and other planned gifts all work together 27 
to change young lives.  In spite of difficult economic times, the United Methodists of Florida and 28 
the many friends of the Children Home ensured that 2015 was another successful year for the 29 
Florida United Methodist Children’s Home.  Thank you for making a real and lasting impact in 30 
the life of each child that comes into the loving care of the Florida United Methodist Children’s 31 
Home.  You may never know or see the young people you care for, but you can rest assured 32 
that you are making a difference.  As the Book of Proverbs says, “in everything you do, put God 33 
first, and He will direct you and crown your efforts with success.” 34 
 35 
Kitwana McTyer, Interim President & CEO 36 
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