florida annual conference 2016

worship

Isaiah 6, 1-8 (The Message)
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Master sitting on a throne—high, exalted!—and the
train of his robes filled the Temple. Angel-seraphs hovered above him, each with six wings.
With two wings they covered their faces, with two their feet, and with two they flew. And they
called back and forth one to the other, ”Holy, Holy, Holy is GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. His bright
glory fills the whole earth.” The foundations trembled at the sound of the angel voices, and
then the whole house filled with smoke. I said, “Doom! It’s Doomsday! I’m as good as dead!
Every word I’ve ever spoken is tainted— blasphemous even! And the people I live with talk the
same way, using words that corrupt and desecrate. And here I’ve looked God in the face! The
King! GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!”
Then one of the angel-seraphs flew to me. He held a live coal that he had taken with tongs from
the altar. He touched my mouth with the coal and said, “Look. This coal has touched your lips
Gone your guilt, your sins wiped out.” And then I heard the voice of the Master: “Whom shall I
send? Who will go for us?” I spoke up, “I’ll go. Send me! ”
May we allow the words of the prophet Isaiah to be our daily response to God’s ongoing call
to serve as leaders in the Church.

My people hunger for living signs of my love for them. Whom shall I send?
Here am I, send me!
My people are weary and long for encouragement as they labor at tasks with few stopping to
thank them. Whom shall I send?
Here am I, send me!
My people yearn to have their giftedness called forth in the service of love. Whom shall I send?
Here am I, send me!
My people live in an age which prizes individualism, and starves their need to contribute to
something bigger than themselves. Whom shall I send?
Here am I, send me!
My people thirst for leaders who reveal me as a God of hope who accompanies them in their
struggle and pain. Whom shall I send?
Here am I, send me!
My people long for leaders who have tasted their brokenness, and have learned to serve with
humility and joy. Whom shall I send?
Here am I, send me!
My people’s eyes and hearts search for role models who honor my presence in the poor, the
hungry, the grieving, the peacemakers, and those wrongly persecuted for my sake.
Whom shall I send?
Here am I, send me!

OPENING WORSHIP
THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2016
1:30 P.M.
*GATHERING SONG

Come Thou Fount - Robinson

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Gentle...yet powerful.
Lowly...yet almighty.
Shepherd...yet King.

Rev. Latricia Scriven

In your gentleness, guide us.
In your power, strengthen us.
In your lowliness, strip us from our selfish pride which only destroys us.
In your greatness, lift us up that we might aspire to greater things.
As a shepherd, call us to be Your servants.
As a King, call us to be Your royal priesthood.
O God, who is our Shepherd and King;
O Christ, who was crucified and is now risen from the dead;
O Spirit, who comforts and empowers;
O great One in Three, Holy Trinity, this hour, set us free to worship.
Amen.
*OPENING SONGS

Presence - Hearn
Oh Love That Will Not Let Me Go - Matheson

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Rev. Walter Monroe
Leadership is hard to define.
Lord, forgive us those times that we have walked away from the responsibility of
leadership, and by your grace let us be the ones to define it with justice.
Leadership is like a handful of water.
Lord, forgive us those times we have allowed others to thirst, and by your grace, pour
into us streams of living water, that we might abundantly share with those who thirst.
Leadership is not about watching and correcting.
Lord, forgive us those times that we equated leadership with personal power, and by
your example, remind us that our role is to listen and connect.
Leadership is less about the love of power
and more about the power of love.

Lord, as we continue to undertake the role of leader strengthen us by your grace and
encourage us through the servant leadership witness of your son Jesus. Let us walk in
the path He has set and let those who will, follow.
Let our greatest passion be compassion.
Our greatest strength love.
Our greatest victory the reward of peace.
In leading let us never fail to follow.
In loving let us never fail.
Amen
(pause for personal confession)

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.
O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life's glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.
SCRIPTURE: John 21:4-14; Luke 5:1-11
SERMON

Rev. David Lumberry; Rev. Rachel DeLaune

Deeper Waters: Leadership in Complicated and Challenging Times
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter

OFFERING

Holy Spirit- Torwalt

Our offering today will support the clergy and laity of our annual conference with resources for leadership
development in three areas - grants for innovative forms of "church beyond the walls" through the Fresh
Expressions network; inspiring and equipping our congregations to see, identify with and reach the neighborhoods
around them in evangelistic, prophetic, apostolic, and missional ways; training a core group of spiritual guides and
mentors to encourage and sustain this work that has already begun.

POEM BY POEM (Juan Felipe Herrera)

Rev. Dr. Kandace Brooks

A CONVERSATION ABOUT LEADERSHIP WITH BISHOP ADAM RICHARDSON, JR.
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION AND RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter
Bishop Adam Jefferson Richardson, Jr.
Sisters and brothers in Christ, we come to the table of grace
through the waters of baptism.
(pouring the water into the font)

God's Spirit has been poured out upon water,
water that flows freely for all who will receive it,
water from the streams of God's saving power and justice,
water that brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness,
water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new birth.
Today we come to the waters.
Today we come to the table.
To renew our commitment and receive the fullness of grace
from Christ who has raised us,
the Spirit who has birthed us
and the Creator who is making all things new.
On behalf of the whole church, I ask you:
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world,
and repent of your sin?
I do.
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?
I do.
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace,
and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?
I do.
According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ's holy
church and serve as Christ's representatives in the world?
I will.
Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

In the Beginning God created the world, and the world was good.
Jesus danced over us because we were very good and we lived in His light.
But then the world was broken, and the light grew distant.
Jesus wept over us because we were lost
Our eyes became accustomed to the darkness and we fell into blindness.
Into this hopelessness came the Light of the World.
The Presence of Love is Jesus Christ our Lord
Love became a body and walked with us;
Love runs to us; darkness falls from us.
Christ holds a feast and invites everyone to come in from the night
to leave the darkness and enter - to eat the bread and drink the wine.
And to remember.
But in the darkness many of us could not make our way to the table,
blind, lame, broken.
Jesus died for us because in His eyes we are still very good.
Jesus rose for us because in His eyes death holds no victory.
The breaking of Jesus is the breaking of dawn
in whose morning-wings come healing and wholeness
and we dance in His glorious light.
Jesus rose, the Spirit fell, and another feast was created:
the table full of new wine and new bread and a new Way.
In this feast we celebrate the dawning of light over the darkness
We are joined to Christ.
We are reconciled to Christ.
Our brokenness is restored by Christ.
We are blended into the Body of Love.
The bread of Christ sustains us.
The wine of Christ enflames us.
In Christ all things are made new!
We break the bread to represent our willingness to be broken by Christ
because Christ was broken for us;
We break the bread to remember that we are hungry for Him
and that we are sustained only by Him,
who from a fallen brokenness lifted up a risen holiness.
(raise the bread)

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,
and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said,
"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me."

We drink the wine to represent our desire to be renewed by Christ
and to find new life in Christ.
For through our blood flows Christ's Spirit;
and from Christ we are sealed with a New Covenant.
(raise cup)

"In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying,
'This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'"
(from the font)

Send your Holy Spirit, Almighty Father,
over this gift of water that calls to our remembrance
the grace declared to us in our baptism.
(from the table)

Send your Holy Spirit, Almighty Father,
over these gifts of bread and wine
to sanctify us as we receive these emblems of the life of your Son.
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
(together)

And hear us, gracious Lord,
as we renew our covenant to serve you in newness of resurrection life,
bearing one another’s burdens and so fulfilling the law of Christ.
Grant this, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Remember your baptism and let God’s river of mercy flow through you
in service to the world.
Receive the bread which we break, and the cup of blessing for which we give thanks,
as a participation in the body and blood of Jesus Christ.
We remember our baptism and give thanks.
We who are many are one body for we all partake of the one bread.
We will lift up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION AND RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
(Please follow the direction of the ushers during this portion of the service)

Oceans - Hillsong United
How He Loves - Crowder
How Deep the Father’s Love - Townend

*CLOSING PRAYER
We thank you, Jesus, our servant leader and true Shepherd,
that you have called us to share the ministry of leadership.
We rejoice that you have entrusted to each one of us
gifts and talents for the service of your Church.

Rev. Emily Knight

We thank you for your confidence in us despite our limitations,
and ask that you make up for what is lacking in our sincere efforts.
Help us discover your purpose and direction for our community,
and keep us always mindful of the mission you have set before us.
Teach us to be leaders after your own heart.
Let us look with your eyes, hear with your ears,
walk in your steps and decide according to your will.
Help us stand in the midst of your people as examples the whole flock can follow.
We praise and bless you with gratitude for the gift of Baptism,
the nourishment of the table, the accountability of holy fellowship,
and the call to mission in service of your Church and the world.
We thank you, Jesus, our servant leader and true Shepherd,
that you have called us to share the ministry of leadership.
Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN

And Are We Yet Alive - Wesley

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
FRIDAY, JUNE 17, 2016
10:30 A.M.
GATHERING MUSIC
GREETING
Rev. Dennis White
Gracious is our God who hears our cries.
We come here today to cry out with confident hope that God is listening to us.
Loving is our God who comes to us in our grief and in our sadness.
We come here today to know God’s presence,
and receive assurance that we are not alone.
Holy is our God who never lets death have the final word.
We come here today to bear witness to the resurrection – in Christ and in us.
Transformative is our God who can turn grief into hope and sadness into joy.
We come here today to give release our grief, to allow ourselves to be transformed
and to give thanks for faithful leadership in God’s holy church.
God is with us – let us worship together!
God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in my eyes, and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at my end, and at my departing. Amen.
*HYMN

Come Let Us Join Our Friends Above

OPENING PRAYER
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.
Tender and compassionate God, we seek to know you through the hearing of your Word
and pray that we may go beyond hearing to obeying, as shown by the faithful lives of
your departed servants whom we honor today. We know that they are precious in your
eyes, worthy of your special attention and ours, for they served well in the task that you
gave them.
Grant that we may feel your presence as did the followers who knew Jesus in the
breaking of the bread, and may we experience the fire within that sent them out to
share good news.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE: Genesis 28:10-22 and 35:1-3

Rev. Sarah Miller

MESSAGE

Remember
Rev. David Dodge

NAMING OF THE SAINTS
Ms. Nell Thrift and Rev. Dennis White
Lighting the candles on the altar are Rev. Larry and Lenora Shields
You are invited to stand as the person who touched your life in a special way is honored.
The congregation will respond after each bell toll with,

“Thank you, Lord, for this your servant.”
Clergy
Donald Leland Bain
Herman Otto Boyette
Haig Sahag Medzarentz (LP)
Robert Garvin Bruce, Jr.
Frank Theodore Stoff, Jr.
William Lee Rhoads
Edward Willard Montfort
Miriam Haynes Holland
Roosevelt Dell, Jr.
Glenn Lowell Quam
James Kaye Rowland
Thomas Charles Ettinger
Raymond Joseph Sharp, Jr.
Joseph Edward Fulford, Sr.
Thomas Aaron Tenney, Sr. (LP)
Margaret Herring Howell
Harold Houston Frierson (AM)
Reinaldo C. Toledo
George August Zimmermann, Jr.
Larry Arthur Purvis
Charles Curtis Hayes, Jr.
Argus Gene Parks
Donald Wayne Legler
Jocelyn Jean-Baptiste Adhemar
John Metrah Fletcher
Stafford Smith Robinson, Jr.
Alonza Richard Davis
Benjamin Nathan Clark, Jr. (AM)
Alva Hutchinson Brock
Lynn Arthur Bergman
Gordon Neville Fairfax Craig, Jr.
Harold Mason Hendren, Jr.
James Clayton Fletcher Rowan
Jerald Thomas Cooney

April 14, 2015
May 29, 2015
June 3, 2015
June 6, 2015
June 13, 2015
July 5, 2015
August 12, 2015
August 15, 2015
August 23, 2015
August 24, 2015
August 24, 2015
August 26, 2015
September 3, 2015
September 7, 2015
September 24, 2015
September 25, 2015
September 28, 2015
October 10, 2015
October 13, 2015
October 17, 2015
December 1, 2015
December 2, 2015
December 9, 2015
December 10, 2015
December 12, 2015
December 15, 2015
December 16, 2015
January 1, 2016
January 3, 2016
January 8, 2016
February 6, 2016
February 15, 2016
March 7, 2016
October 18, 2014

Spouses
Nancy Reed
Martha Luweza Faber Dorrell
Annie Rhoad Dell

April 27, 2015
June 3, 2015
June 10, 2015

Erie Janople Sanford Fulford
Shirley Rae Paulson Petersen
Margaret (Ann) McDowell Tynan
Eloise Gates Kirkland
Douglas Gregory Williams
Margaret Elizabeth Pinder Russell
Ellen Mae Bays Bird-Bradley
Lola Jean Featherston Swygert
Frances Wanda Brooks Padgett
Mary Alice Dettner
Joyce Elizabeth Bowers Bonsteel
Ernest Lawrence Bottiger
Zetta G. Author Hamrick
Betty Carolyn Powell Carlton
Bessie Lee (Jane) Loveless Hitchcock
Verna Louise Kennedy Echols
Ella Rose Milby
Mattie Floyd Hedgcoth Kopelke

August 13, 2015
August 27, 2015
August 31, 2015
September 8, 2015
September 12, 2015
September 16, 2015
September 20, 2015
September 29, 2015
November 5, 2015
November 28, 2015
December 1, 2015
January 5, 2016
January 27, 2016
January 30, 2016
April 13, 2016
April 17, 2016
June 16, 2012
May 30, 2013

*PRAYER FOR THE SAINTS AND FAITHFUL DEPARTED
O God, you understand our grief, for you have felt our pain. Jesus wept with Mary and
Martha at the death of Lazarus, and the heavens were darkened when your Son died upon
the cross. Comfort us with the knowledge that Jesus raised his friend and will raise all who
hear his voice, for he destroyed the darkness of death when you raised him to the light of
Easter morn.
We give thanks this day for your servants, who, having lived their lives in faith, now live
eternally with you. We thank you that for them death is past, and pain is ended, and they
have entered the joy you have prepared in the company of all the saints.
Give us faith to look beyond touch and sight, and in seeing that we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, enable us to run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith. Bring us at last to your eternal peace,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen.
*HYMN OF TRIUMPH
*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
And the blessing of God Almighty—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

For All the Saints
Bishop Carter

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION SERVICE
Friday, June 17, 2016
4:00 P.M.
GATHERING MUSIC

Be Thou My Vision (instrumental)

GREETING
This is the day of new beginnings,
a time to remember but not leave behind;
A time to believe what love is bringing;
a time to seek the new paths we are sure to find.
We know Christ is alive and goes before us
to show and to share what his love can do.
This is the day of new beginnings:
Let us praise God who makes all things new!
*HYMN OF PRAISE

Rev. Alyce Parmer

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee - Beethoven

*OPENING PRAYER
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.
Creating God, as you taught us by example when you rested from your creation work,
so too there comes a day when we take our rest from the work you have given us to do.
You show us as well that, though you rested from creation, you are still at work in our
lives. Allow this to become our pattern as well. We pray that the experiences, success
and failures of our work lives will spring forth and bear fruit in the lives of those who
continue your kingdom work. Grant us your grace so that each day becomes a moment
of the whole, where we can say with joy, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is stored up for me the crown of life." Amen.
*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious Lord, like Nicodemus, we come to the word with many questions.
Like the Pharisees, we can be captivated by correctness, intent on right answers.
As we turn to your word, Spirit of God, do not let our desire for information dominate
our need for transformation. Let us hear the word and be moved to greater faith and
obedience. Amen.
*SCRIPTURE: Philippians 3:7-16
Rev. Dr. Dan Johnson and Rev. Patti Aupperlee
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us then who are mature be of the
same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to
you. 16 Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.
RECOGNITION OF THE RETIREES
Joyce Alexander
Marilyn Anell
Carmen Arnett
John Barham
Williston Brewer
Charles 'Chuck' Morgan
Wayne Curry
Paul Daniels
Deloris Demps
John Denmark
David Dodge
George Dzyndra
John Ekers
Deborah Galtere

Rev. Cathy Hart and Rev. Esther Rodriguez, readers
Bob Gibbs
David Gill
Robert Green
Beverly Greene-Mingo
John Harrington
Steve Herbert
Andrew Howell
Michael Hutcherson
William Ingram
Pierre Jean-Gilles
Dan Johnson
Ronnie Jones
David Knapp
Robert Laidlaw

William Larrison
Ken Minton
Michael Oliver
Gerald Partney
William Petersen
Paul Pollock
John Powers
Leon Reich
Thomas Samuel
Clarise Setser
Gary Shockley
Scott Weichl
Nathan Boles
Chet Zarzycki

Bishop:

Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations
where the Spirit of the Lord was upon you;
and you were charged to preach to the brokenhearted,
to visit the captive, to anoint those who were bruised.
These things you have done.
We thank God for the community of the faithful
in which the Word of God found response.
Countless persons have depended upon you for help.
In the providence of God, you know that both suffering and joy
can be God's way of teaching and healing.
At your ordination,
you received authority to read the Holy Scriptures
in the Church of God,
to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments,
and to order the life of the Church.

At your consecration,
you received authority to equip the people of God,
and to embody the unity of the congregation's worship
with its life in the world.
By God's grace you did many things
that seemed to be beyond your power.
We thank God that you were given the vision to be faithful.
Death and illness have not come on schedule.
The truth has not always been easy to preach.
We know something of the grace by which you have lived,
and we thank God for your vision.
Never think lightly of the great good
that God has wrought through you.
Continue to be true to your calling.
May God's love and power be with you always.
Let us pray together:
God of grace, you fill your servants with the vision.
You empower your servants with your Spirit.
We give thanks for the ministry of these women and men,
and for the ways in which you have ministered to us through them.
Give them a sense of your abiding presence
that they may continue to love and serve you,
and ever grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray. Amen.
*CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Be Thou My Vision - Hull

PASSING OF THE MANTLE
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.
Representatives of the retiring class, Dan Johnson, and of the new full member class, Patti
Aupperlee, kneel. The bishop takes the mantle and places it on the shoulders of the
representative of the retiring class, saying:
In the book of Kings we read of the prophet Elijah's ministry.
The mantle, symbolic of submission to God,
fell upon the younger prophet, Elisha,
and the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha.
The representative of the retiring class rises and places the mantle on the shoulders of the
representative of the new full member class, saying:
I transfer this mantle from our generation to the young,
indicating thereby that the responsibilities and dedication of the older generation
will be caught up and carried on by the young,
and the spirit of today's Elijahs will rest upon today's Elishas.

The representative of the new class rises, turns to the retiring class, and says:
We who come after you take up the mantle which falls upon us.
May we inherit a double share of your spirit.
The bishop responds:
I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,
beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called,
with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all,
who is above all and through all and in all.
(Ephesians 4:1-6)

*HYMN

Because He Lives - Gaither

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
For everything there is a season,
a time for every matter under heaven.
So, too, there is a time for movement, new adventure,
fields of service not yet touched.
With love, we send you forth in the spirit of John Wesley:
May the world be your parish.
Go into the world and respond to the love of Christ in all you do.
Live out the vision God has given you.
May God's mercy, grace, and peace be with you.
May you be channels for God's mercy, grace, and peace
to the world wherever you may be!
Amen!

Bishop Carter

Indescribable
Go tell it on the mountain

message

How great thou art
Silent Night

CREATION
Incarnation

God's Gift of the Earth: A Photo Prayer
O God,
Maker of heaven and earth
Of all that is, seen and unseen:
You place us in your creation
And you command us to care for it.
Your works declare your glory and splendor,
And you call us to praise and reverence.
Where we have degraded or destroyed earth’s bounty
Forgive us
Where we have taken beauty and majesty for granted
Have mercy upon us
Where we have become estranged from the creatures
with whom we share the planet
Grant us your peace
Renew us in the waters of baptism
Refresh us with the winds of your Spirit
And sustain us with the Bread of Life.
In the name of Jesus Christ,
And for the sake of the new creation we pray.
Amen.

Jesus, newborn child of all time,
We greet your birth with wide-eyed delight.
You are precious beyond words
for our world needs your presence more than ever.
Let the angels' promise of your good news
offering joy and peace to all the world
be heard by those who lead and guide.
Let kings bow down and all creation greet this holy moment
as we seek to grasp its magnitude.
For you are God's gift
silently delivered to every human heart.
Rev. Corey Jones, reader

How Do We Know that God is Leading Us?
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.

Celebration

Christ the Lord is risen today

Rev. Matthew Williams, reader

From the day * MADE ALIVE

From the darkness of the grave blood poured out, a crown of thorns
Christ the Lord is risen today
Alleluia!
From the triumph that is won over the power and fear of death
Christ the Lord is risen today
Alleluia!
Walking from the empty tomb opening wide the gates of life
Christ the Lord is risen today
Alleluia!
Lord of life You defeated death
To show that we can rise from all that binds us to the world
Pride, envy, anger, fear - the debt of sin that holds us here
Christ the Lord is risen today
Alleluia!
Lord of life You defeated death
To demonstrate a love that is beyond our understanding
That reaches out even to me - saving grace to all who hear
Christ the Lord is risen today
Alleluia!
Lord of life
We pray for all who bring your word of life as a light to those in darkness
For those who bring your word of peace to those enslaved by fear
For those who bring your word of love to those in need of comfort
Lord of love and Lord of peace - Lord of resurrection life
Be known through our lives and through your power
Christ the Lord is risen today
ALL: Alleluia!

Passion

Rev. Dr. Kandace Brooks, reader

How deep the father’s love

All those days you felt like dust, like dirt,
as if all you had to do was turn your face toward the wind
and be scattered to the four corners or swept away by the smallest breath
as insubstantial—
Did you not know what the Holy One can do with dust?
This is the day we freely say we are scorched.
This is the hour we are marked by what has made it through the burning.
This is the moment we ask for the blessing that lives within the ancient ashes,
that makes its home inside the soil of this sacred earth.
So let us be marked not for sorrow.
And let us be marked not for shame.
Let us be marked not for false humility or for thinking we are less than we are
but for claiming what God can do within the dust, within the dirt,
within the stuff of which the world is made,
and the stars that blaze in our bones,
and the galaxies that spiral inside the smudge we bear.
–Jan Richardson, Circle of Grace

Come Thou Fount * lord I need You

A Blessing for Ash Wednesday

SERVICE OF LICENSING, COMMISSIONING AND ORDINATION
SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2016
10:00 A.M.
PROCESSIONAL SONGS

Oh Our Lord - All Sons and Daughters
The Church’s One Foundation - Samuel, Wesley

GREETING AND PRAYER

Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We come together to praise God,
to hear the Holy Word,
and to seek for ourselves and others
the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace to all servants of your church,
that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various ministries.
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead,
perfect our ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
RECOGNITION OF OUR ONE MINISTRY AND OUR ONE BAPTISM
The bishop, standing near a baptismal font, shell, or vessel of water, begins:

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God.
Through baptism all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers,
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world.
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service
for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry,
I call upon all God’s people gathered here:
The bishop may scoop and pour water from the font, shell, or vessel and say:

Remember your baptism and be thankful.
We remember our baptism
and affirm our common ministry.

PRESENTATION OF ORDINANDS
The Conference Lay Leader, Russ Graves, and the Chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry, The
Reverend Terri Hill, present to the bishop those who are to be ordained. The bishop stands before the
Lord’s Table, facing the people.
Lay Leader:

On behalf of the laity of local congregations
who have examined and approved these candidates,
Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry:

and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference,
which has recommended these persons,
and this annual conference, which has approved them,
Together the Lay Leader and the member of the Board of Ordained Ministry:

Tracie Ashley
Jean Avril
Harold Parker Bennett
Craig Blocher
Beth Burton
Anthony Caruana
Alex Christian
Pam DeDea
Shelly Denmark
Kim DuBreuil
Kathleen Durbin

Kevin Evers
Pierre Exantus
Arch Fisher
Pamela Green
Kevin Grills
Chris Haden
Katie Harrington
Rachel Hughes
Ana Jackson
Wilington Leger
David Lumberry

Stanley Melek
George Racine
Orlando Ramirez
Terry Robertson
Latricia Scriven
Chuck Smith
Wes Stant
Missy Tuberville
James Vickers
Tim Wilcox

These persons to be commissioned as provisional deacons (provisional deacons stand)
Pam Dubov
Madeline Watts
Rad Orlandi
Kristyne Young
These persons to be commissioned as provisional elders (provisional elders stand)
Jad Denmark
Denvil Farley
Lenora Rousseau
Loida Divine
Heather Harding
Emily Sterling
Emily Edwards
Michael Luzinski
These persons to be ordained deacons (deacons stand)
Cathy Hart
Laura Ice
These persons to be ordained elders (elders stand)
Patti Aupperlee
Conner (CJ) Hill
Debbie Daley-Salinger
Emily Knight
Rachel DeLaune
Dennis Lewis
Jim Divine

Alyce Parmer

Mary Mitchell
Esther Rodriguez
Michael Weaver

After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the bishop says:

These persons are by God’s grace to be licensed, commissioned or ordained to ministry in
Christ’s holy church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have discerned that they are persons
of sound learning and of Christian character, and possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.
We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be licensed, commissioned or ordained?
We do! Thanks be to God!
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
With God’s help, we will!
The bishop, presenters, and candidates are seated.

SCRIPTURE
John 21:15-19
15
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John,
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him,
“Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten
your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch
out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you
do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would
glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”
SERMON

The Odor of the Sheep
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.

OFFERING
Tonight’s offering will support The Florida Conference Ministry Education Fund.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Great Are You Lord - All Sons and Daughters

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father;
through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen
LICENSING OF LOCAL PASTORS
Those who are to be licensed rise and proceed to the stage. When all are standing upon the stage, the Registrar of
the Board of Ordained Ministry says:

Dear friends, these persons have completed the requirements for the license as a local pastor
and are recommended by the Board of Ordained Ministry. We have inquired diligently
concerning them and have found them to be fit for this sacred vocation.
The bishop then asks the following questions of the Local Pastors to be licensed:

Do you believe you are moved by the Holy Spirit to serve as a local pastor?
I do.
Will you strive to live a life in keeping with what you preach?
I will.
As the registrar of the Board of Ordained Ministry reads the names of those being licensed, the bishop presents
each candidate with the license for pastoral ministry.

The bishop addresses the candidates:

You are hereby authorized to serve as a local pastor in the congregation to which you are
appointed. Take care that you perform these duties faithfully as much as you are able, the Lord
being your helper.
The bishop turns to the congregation:

As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards these persons.
We thank you for these persons,
whom we set aside in your name as local pastors.
Prepare them in body, mind, and spirit for their task
and continue them in your grace,
that they may increase and bless your Church through their labors;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The bishop greets those licensed. Those who have been licensed proceed to their seats.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

Here I Am Lord

GENERAL EXAMINATION OF THOSE TO BE COMMISSIONED AND ORDAINED
PRESENTATION
The candidates for commissioning and ordination stand at their seats while the bishop stands facing them: The
bishop examines all candidates for commissioning and ordination:

My sisters and brothers in Christ,
you have been called to a commissioned or ordained ministry.
The church now confirms your calling.
As commissioned or ordained ministers, you are to be coworkers with the laity, bishops,
deacons, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, commissioned ministers, local
pastors and elders.
Remember that you are called to serve rather than to be served,
to proclaim the faith of the church and no other, to look after the concerns of God above all.
So that we may know that you believe yourselves to be called by God
and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained ministry?
I do so believe.
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as your
Lord and Savior?
I do so believe and confess.

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things
necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative
standard for the church’s faith and life?
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures,
and with the help of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ,
to participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom
for all people?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine, and
discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and committing
yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the bishop and those who are
appointed to supervise your ministry?
I will, with the help of God.
The bishop addresses the candidates:

May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them,
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.
Amen.
Those who are to be commissioned proceed to the stage while those to be ordained take their seats.

CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Build Your Kingdom Here - Rend Collective

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL DEACONS AND ELDERS
The bishop stands to center stage. The bishop may introduce the act of commissioning, using these or similar
words:

By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.
Christ gave all of us this command:
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”
We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, see the plentiful
harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the words of the prophet: “Here I
am; send me.”

Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come to declare in
public their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding themselves to the
service of God under the supervision of the bishop and the guidance of ordained colleagues and
by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the body of Christ.
Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among
us.
The bishop, facing the congregation and extending arms over all of the candidates, prays:

God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers,
you raise up men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church.
By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants,
to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy.
Deepen their sense of purpose
as they exercise commissioned ministry.
Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry,
together with all of your people, to heal the sick, love the outcast, resist evil,
preach the Word, and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.
The bishop, standing behind and laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate, prays:

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name.
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to announce the reign of God,
and to equip the church for ministry,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Upon rising, a gift and “The License for the Practice of Ministry of the Deacon” or “The License for Pastoral
Ministry” is presented. After all the candidates have been commissioned the bishop says:

As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards these persons.
Let us pray: Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants and may
the opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling. Clothe them with your
righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by giving themselves to others, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The bishop introduces and greets those commissioned.

I present to you these newly commissioned provisional deacons and elders of the Florida
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church!
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS AND ELDERS
The bishop introduces the act of ordination:

Ordination is a gift from God to the Church and is exercised in covenant with the whole Church
and within the covenant of the order of deacons or elders. My sisters and brothers in Christ,
you have been called to an ordained ministry. The Church now confirms your calling through
ordination.
Candidates for ordination of deacon proceed onto the stage.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
EXAMINATION OF DEACONS
The bishop examines the deacon candidates:

A deacon
is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood,
to relate the life of the community to its service in the world,
to lead others into Christian discipleship,
to nurture disciples for witness and service,
Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant.

to lead in worship,
to teach and proclaim God’s Word,
to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy Communion,
Here a towel and basin with pitcher may be lifted by an assistant.

to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes,
to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed,
and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice,
liberation and reconciliation,
even in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.
These are the duties of a deacon.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?
I do so believe.
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission
covenant to participate in the order of deacons?
Will you give yourself to God through the order of deacons
in order to sustain and build each other up
in prayer, study, worship, and service?
I will, with the help of God,
and with the help of my sisters and brothers in the order of deacons.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR DEACONS
The bishop calls the people to prayer using these or similar words:

As these persons are ordained by God and the church
for the ministry of deacons
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.
We thank you, Living God,
that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ
to take the form of a servant,
becoming obedient even to death on the cross,
and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.
You have taught us, by his word and example,
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.
Give these servants grace to be faithful to their promises,
constant in their discipleship,
and always ready for works of loving service.
Make them modest and humble, gentle and strong,
rooted and grounded in love.
Give them a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ,
who came not to be served but to serve.
Candidates for ordination as deacon are invited to kneel before the bishop one at a time as directed.
Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands
for each ordinand.
The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church.
Amen.
Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate and
says:

Name, take authority as a deacon
to proclaim the Word of God
and to lead God's people
in ministries of compassion and justice;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

When all have been ordained, the bishop turns to the congregation and says:

Friends let us pray together:
As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards these persons.
Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants and may the
opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling.
Clothe them with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by giving themselves
to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
I present to you the newly ordained deacons of the Florida Annual Conference of The United
Methodist Church!
The newly ordained deacons proceed to their seats as the candidates for elders proceed to the stage.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
The bishop examines the candidates for ordination or recognition as elder:

An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ
and of the whole church: to preach and teach the Word of God
Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant.

and faithfully administer
the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;
Here a paten and chalice may be lifted.

to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
to exercise pastoral supervision, order the life of the congregation,
counsel the troubled, and declare the forgiveness of sin;
to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church
and in service in and to the community.
These are the duties of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?
I do so believe.

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission,
covenant to participate in the order of elders?
Will you give yourself to God through the order of elders
in order to sustain and build each other up
in prayer, study, worship, and service?
I will, with the help of God,
and the help of my sisters and brothers in the order of elders.
LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS
The bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer, using these or similar words:

As these persons are ordained by God and the church
for the ministry of elders to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.
The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:

We praise you, eternal God,
because you have called us to be a priestly people,
offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death
and, having ascended into heaven,
has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
making some apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
to build up Christ’s body,
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.
Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Candidates for ordination as elder are invited to kneel before the bishop one at a time as directed.
Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands
for each ordinand.
The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church.
Amen.
Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the ordinand and says:

Name, take authority as an elder to preach the Word of God,
to administer the Holy Sacraments and to order the life of the Church;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Friends let us pray together:
As we pray I invite the Church to extend your arms towards these persons.
Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants and may the
opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling. Clothe them with your
righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by giving themselves to others, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
After all have been ordained the bishop says:

I present to you these newly ordained elders of the Florida Annual Conference of The United
Methodist Church!
The newly ordained elders proceed to their seats.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN

Be Thou My Vision

FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS
Introduction of Cabinet Members
Prayers for the Nine Districts
Charge to Licensed, Commissioned, Consecrated, and Ordained Clergy
The bishop

All of us are bound together by Christ's love poured out for us and through us to the world.
Clergy stand. The bishop addresses the clergy:

You are called to "a lifetime of servant leadership in specialized ministries among the people of
God." Clergy, through your ministries, will you interpret to the church where you are sent "the
needs, concerns, and hopes of the world, and the promise of God for creation?"

Clergy

We are bound in covenant together before God and one another.
Bishop

The world cries out for justice and mercy.
Deacons, Diaconal Ministers, Deaconesses:

We go where we are sent to represent the connection between our worship of God and
serving in God's world. We go to the community where God is sending us.
Bishop

The world needs to hear the Word of God.
Elders, Associate Members, Local Pastors:

We go where we are sent to spread the good news in the community where we are sent, to
administer the sacraments, to be servants in the church and in the world, and to lead the
congregation.
Charge to the Laity
Laity stand. The bishop addresses the laity:

"The world is our parish," John Wesley said. You are the people of God, living and serving in
God's world. Will you receive these persons, as your leaders, sent to serve Christ, support and
lead the Church in ministry to all the world?
Laity

We affirm our faith in Christ, and our commitment to serving him in our daily lives.
We receive these persons as servants among us, and will support them in our shared
ministries.
Bishop Carter extends invitation to those feeling called to ministry.

INVITATION TO THOSE FEELING CALLED TO MINISTRY OF LEADERSHIP
MUSICAL RESPONSE
BENEDICTION
RECESSIONAL SONGS

Lay Me Down - Tomlin
Bishop Carter
From the Day - I Am They
I Am - Crowder

Jeremy Hearn (Worship Leader)
Jeremy began his music ministry at the age of 15, leading worship at the FUMC Youth Ministry and K-Life
Youth Ministries in St. Petersburg, FL. At 16, Jeremy was co-leading with the 9:30 Contemporary Praise
Team, 'First Light' as well as traveling around the country as Worship Leader for "The Jesus Painter",
Mike Lewis. After some local success with The Jeremy Hearn Band, Jeremy moved to Nashville, TN
where he worked with and learned from country music superstar, Martina McBride, Jeremy Camp,
Michael W. Smith, and All Sons and Daughters. After 3 years in Nashville, Jeremy felt a call to help pastor
friend, Todd Wortham, plant a church in Austin, TX, but soon felt a pull to return to ministry in the
Florida Conference of The United Methodist Church. Jeremy has served as the Minister of Worship at
First UMC of Port Orange, Young Adult representative on the Board of Lay Ministry, Design and Steering
Committee member for the Young Adult Missional Movement (YAMM), and has begun Worship Leader
Support Networks in 6 of 9 districts. Jeremy and his wife Ashley have made their home in Lakeland, FL;
where Jeremy serves as the Eleven20 Worship Leader for First UMC of Lakeland. This past May, in
partnership with hemakesusone.com, Jeremy released his first solo recording, "Songs of Hope", which is
available on iTunes and in our Conference Expo Center.
Elizabeth Hults (Female Vocalist)
Elizabeth Hults has been involved in various music ministries for nearly twenty years. She also earned a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic Design and Studio Art at Florida Southern College, where she
extensively focused on painting and art history.
Josh Smith (Piano/Background Vocals)
Over the past 12 years, Josh has served as the worship leader at Wesley UMC in Melbourne, First UMC
in Deland and Northside UMC in Atlanta, GA., and was in the 2014 Florida Annual Conference Worship
Band. He has played piano and been involved in music ministry since age 10. Josh is also a songwriter,
with some songs co-written with Jeremy Hearn. He has a heart for worship and is passionate about
leading the next generation of worshipers.
Tosh Sargeant (Bass Guitar)
Tosh Sargeant is a Lakeland native who currently plays bass for Access Church in Lakeland. He received
his bachelors in music composition at Florida Southern College and a Master of Music degree in
Composition at University College Cork in Cork, Ireland. Tosh has played bass and/or guitar for St. John’s
United Methodist Church of Winter Haven, Turning Point Baptist Church, Highland Park Nazarene, both
in Lakeland and Trinity Episcopal Church in Bartow. He is currently an adjunct professor of music at Polk
State College.
Chris Toomajanian (Drums)
Chris is a touring drummer and has played with artists such as Hawk Nelson, Jonny Diaz, JJ Heller, Rhett
Walker Band, and more!
Joel Vislay (Electric Guitar)
Currently serves with Access Community Church and is a Live/Session Guitarist for CCM and Worship
Leader
Jennifer Russell (Violin)
Originally from Lakeland, FL, Jennifer studied architecture at the University of Florida and is currently
working as a consultant in Architectural Acoustics. She has played violin for over 15 years.
Warren Pattison (Viola)
A graduate of the University of North Texas College of Music with a bachelor of music in viola
performance, Warren studied at Brite Divinity School (TCU) while working at Trinity UMC in Denton, TX.
Warren came to Florida in 2001 to serve as the Director of Young Adult Ministries at Hyde Park UMC in
Tampa and currently serves as the Director of Adult Ministries at First UMC Lakeland.

