OPENING WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2015
1:30 P.M.
OPENING MUSIC AND PROCESSIONAL
The Candles…
THE LIGHT OF OUR SAVIOR
The Font…
THE WATERS OF OUR IDENTITY
The Chalice and Paten…
THE FEAST OF OUR FUTURE
The Bible…
THE BOOK OF OUR STORY
The Cross…
THE SYMBOL OF OUR HOPE

The District Superintendents

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Come, come into the presence of the Lord today!
We come, with all our joys and sorrows, all our hopes, dreams, and cares.
You have been fashioned by God’s love;
called across the waters of creation to be a blessing.
We have been called to be people of light.
You have been redeemed by the death and resurrection of Christ;
called across the waters of life to be a blessing.
We have been called to be people of hope.
You have been gifted by the power of the Holy Spirit;
called across the waters of new birth to be a blessing.
We have been called to be people of grace.
Together we stand, in the waters of our baptism.
Amen.
*OPENING HYMN

Christ for the World We Sing
Christ for the world we sing,
The world to Christ we bring, with loving zeal,
The poor and them that mourn, the faint and overborne,
Sin sick and sorrow worn, whom Christ doth heal.
Christ for the world we sing,
The world to Christ we bring, with fervent prayer;
The wayward and the lost, by restless passions tossed,
Redeemed at countless cost, from dark despair.

Christ for the world we sing,
The world to Christ we bring, with one accord;
With us the work to share, with us reproach to dare,
With us the cross to bear, for Christ our Lord.
*SCRIPTURE: MATTHEW 3:13-17 (NRSV)
Dakota Storm
13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom
I am well pleased.”
*RESPONSE
Christ for the world we sing,
The world to Christ we bring, with joyful song;
The newborn souls, whose days, reclaimed from error’s ways,
Inspired with hope and praise, to Christ belong.
BAPTISMAL READING
On the night before I was to be baptized, I could not go to sleep – for hours it seemed. I just
couldn't. There were so many questions running around in my head – so much I could not
understand. Over and over I kept asking God and myself.
Am I really ready to be baptized?
Am I really ready to be confirmed?
Am I really ready to be ordained?
Am I really ready to retire?
Is anyone ever really ready to die?
Am I old enough?
Am I good enough?
Do I understand enough?
Am I finished with my work?
Have I lived enough?
How can I be sure? I knew I loved Jesus and wanted to give my life to him, but there was so
much about God, about me, that I did not understand. I kept struggling with all the questions
and no answers until – until I heard a still small voice speak to me.
Not out loud.
I did not hear with my ears.
But it felt more real than anything else in all my years.
I heard just three words.
"IT'S ALL RIGHT."

Just like that. But those words covered everything for me. Breathing my thank you to God, I
went to sleep, feeling enfolded by love, sure that God loves me just as I am and will always love
me. And it's all right. I slept until morning.
Now, after more than six decades, I recall, with wonder and thanksgiving, the many other times
of near-despair – when fear was translated for me by that same still, small voice within. As I
grew older, the three words "IT'S ALL RIGHT" became the words, "GOD IS LOVE."
Perhaps they are the same.
Water, River, Spirit, Grace
sweep over me, sweep over me!
Recarve the depths your fingers traced
in sculpting me, in sculpting me.
REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.

In the beginning, O God, your Spirit moved over the water,
and you created all that is, seen and unseen.
We give you thanks for the gift of water that sustains all life.
In the time of Noah, you destroyed evil in the water of the flood;
and by your saving ark, you gave a new beginning.
We give you thanks for new beginnings.
You led Israel through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the Promised Land.
We give you thanks for the gift of freedom and the gift of the land.
In the water of the Jordan our Lord was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit;
by the baptism of his death and resurrection, Christ set us free from sin and death
and opened the way to eternal life.
We give you thanks for our own baptism and the gift of eternal life.
The Lamb has come to lead us to springs of living water.
We give you thanks for the river of the water of life,
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb.
We pledge ourselves to be servants to others,
to seek not our own good,
but to care for the hungry and thirsty people of the world.

We renew our baptismal covenant with you, O God,
praying for the strength to be faithful in all things,
to your glory and for the service of your people.
O God, we rejoice in your grace, given and received.
We thank you that you have claimed us,
that you wash us, strengthen us, and guide us,
that you empower us to live a life worthy of our calling.
Make us as water in a dry and thirsty world.
Make us places of refreshment.
Root us and establish us in love, that with all your people,
we may rightly and justly serve you.
Fill us with your fullness that our lives may overflow in service and love,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
[The people stand]
*PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
As we were buried with Christ in our baptism, so we rise with him to new life by turning
from sin and turning to righteousness. Therefore, let us renew our profession and affirm
our commitment to Christ and his church.
Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
We believe.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord?
We believe.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, in the church, in the resurrection,
and in the life eternal?
We believe.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
the breaking of bread and prayers?
We will.
Will you hear the word of God and proclaim it?
We will.
Will you seek to serve Christ in all people, striving for justice and peace?
We will.
Let us pray together.
O Lord our God, in the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, you have
bound us to your service. We know that you are faithful to the covenant you made
with us in our baptism—that through water and the Spirit we may be empowered to
perform the service set before us. So we reaffirm our covenant with you, to be your
people, your servants, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN

And Are We Yet Alive
And are we yet alive, and see each other's face?
Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty grace!
Preserved by power divine to full salvation here,
again in Jesus' praise we join, and in his sight appear.
What troubles have we seen, what mighty conflicts past,
fightings without, and fears within, since we assembled last!
Yet out of all the Lord hath brought us by his love;
and still he doth his help afford, and hides our life above.
Then let us make our boast of his redeeming power,
which saves us to the uttermost, till we can sin no more.
Let us take up the cross till we the crown obtain,
and gladly reckon all things loss so we may Jesus gain.

SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2015
7:00 P.M.
GATHERING MUSIC

Robert McMichael and Jarvis Wilson

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The Rev. Gary Marcelin
Rejoice, people of God! Celebrate the life within you,
and Christ’s presence in your midst.
Our eyes shall be opened! The present will have new meaning
and the future will be bright with hope.
Rejoice, people of God!
Bow your heads before the One who is our wisdom and our strength.
Our ears shall be opened! Let the Word fill us, challenge us, renew us
and stir us into kingdom action.
Rejoice, people of God!
Our hearts shall be opened! We unlock ourselves before our God
that we may be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.
*OPENING PRAYER
Every generation has found its home in you, God our provider,
and discovered that every moment spent in your holy presence
lasts beyond all imaginable time.
You watch over us in the night, cradling us in your arms
as tenderly as a nurse cares for her children, and her neighbors.
Full of wisdom, Imagination of Creation,
you humbled yourself that we might learn to love those
who have been swept aside by a callous and cruel world.
Witness to God's grace, you call us to act
in ways of love and peace to all we meet in this life.
From everlasting to everlasting you proclaim God's grace to us,
Spirit of Life.
God in Community, Holy in One,
continue to be the dwelling place
of our minds, our hearts, our souls,
even as we pray as we have been taught,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*OPENING SONGS

The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power; Power in the Blood

LITURGY OF CONFESSION
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.
Shining, surprising, graceful God, for avoiding the searchlight of your desire for us
and running away from your love;
Forgive us.
For preferring the safe, familiar and certain to the risky, unknown and mysterious:
Forgive us;
For failing to believe in the vulnerability of power and the power of vulnerability;
Forgive us;
For taking no delight in variety and insisting on sameness and conformity;
Forgive us;
For fearing those different from ourselves, and projecting onto them
what we cannot accept within our own depths;
Forgive us;
For assuming we are superior to the rest of creation, for abusing, despoiling
and failing to celebrate our relationship with the earth and the web of life;
Forgive us;
For not noticing your presence in darkness as in light, in body as in spirit,
in feeling as in intellect, in pain as in healing, in Good Friday as in Easter Day;
Forgive us;
Set us free, we pray, to be whole human beings
and to live our lives graciously and without fear.
(pause for personal confession)
God forgives us;
God makes peace within us; we claim this healing, in faith and hope. Amen.
SCRIPTURE: EXODUS 18:13-23 (NRSV)
The Rev. Esther Rodriguez
13
The next day Moses sat as a judge for the people, while the people stood around Moses from
morning until evening. 14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people,
he said, “What’s this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, while all the
people are standing around you from morning until evening?”
15
Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire of God. 16 When a
conflict arises between them, they come to me and I judge between the two of them. I also
teach them God’s regulations and instructions.”

17

Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing isn’t good. 18 You will end up totally
wearing yourself out, both you and these people who are with you. The work is too difficult for
you. You can’t do it alone. 19 Now listen to me and let me give you some advice. And may God
be with you! Your role should be to represent the people before God. You should bring their
disputes before God yourself. 20 Explain the regulations and instructions to them. Let them
know the way they are supposed to go and the things they are supposed to do.21 But you
should also look among all the people for capable persons who respect God. They should be
trustworthy and not corrupt. Set these persons over the people as officers of groups of
thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.22 Let them sit as judges for the people at all times. They
should bring every major dispute to you, but they should decide all of the minor cases
themselves. This will be much easier for you, and they will share your load. 23 If you do this and
God directs you, then you will be able to endure. And all these people will be able to go back to
their homes much happier.”
SERMON

OFFERING

One Person Can't Do It All
The Rev. Sharma D. Lewis
Bishop Carter

Our offering will support two initiatives; the ongoing Imagine No Malaria campaign, and an Ordinand Pilgrimage
to the Holy Land, supporting the continued growth and learning of our newly ordained clergy.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Bishop Carter
The Rev. Monique McBride, assisting

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right to give our thanks to you, Holy Triune God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. From
the rising of the sun to its setting your name has been praised in creation and among all
peoples.
God of Abraham and Sarah, Jethro and Moses, Joshua, Deborah, Ruth, David, priests
and prophets.
God of Mary and Joseph, Peter and Paul, the apostles, martyrs and saints; generations
of faithful followers on whose shoulders we now stand.
God of our mothers and our fathers and our children to all generations.
Bound together by your grace through baptism, we praise you and join our voices with
your people on earth and all the company of heaven who forever sing this hymn to the
glory of your name:

Santo, santo, santo
Mi corazón te adora
Mi corazón sabe decir
Santo eres tú

Holy, holy, holy.
My heart, my heart adores you!
My heart knows how to say to you;
You are holy, Lord!

Blessed are you, most gracious God, for the gift of your child, our brother, Jesus, the
Christ. At the right time, Jesus came and dwelt among us, as one of us, bringing good
news to the poor, healing the sick, raising the dead, sharing table with the unrighteous
and unwanted and teaching the way that leads to life.
On the night of his arrest, he taught us how to serve one another in love with a ritual of
table fellowship. Through ordinary means of bread and wine, he called us into
extraordinary unity with you and with each other by the power of your Holy Spirit.
And so we remember that on the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus took
bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: "This is my body which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."
After supper he did the same with the cup, saying, “This cup that is poured out is the
new covenant in my blood. "
In remembrance of all you have done, we offer ourselves to you in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we
proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has come among us.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ abides with us.
Christ will come again.
Pour out your Spirit on us
Pour out your Spirit on us
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts
Make these gifts the body and blood of Christ
Make us, through them, Christ’s body alive in the world.
Glory to you!
Glory to you!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Come in victory!
As we feast at your table here,
May we anticipate the heavenly banquet.

Holy Blessed Trinity!
One God forever!
Glory to you!
Glory to you!
The invitation is simple: come and eat of the feast.
Not a meal to nourish the body, but to feed the soul.
We receive the bread and wine connected to the ages:
to the saint of old who felt unworthy,
to the seeker eager to know God,
to the teenager who wonders what it’s all about,
to the child who eats with unburdened faith.
Woven into this time, the hopes and tears of generations.
There is great joy here.
No one is turned away for God is the host!
Thanks be to God!
COMMUNION MUSIC
Let Us Break Bread Together
There is A Fountain
Here I am To Worship
How Great Is Our God
Great is Thy Faithfulness
*LITANY OF THANKS
The Rev. Monique McBride
Tender, transforming God, you have invited us to gather at this table,
To taste the feast,
the same abundant promises offered to our ancestors in faith.
With those who have gone before us,
Whose hands touched the bread,
Whose lips embraced the cup,
We give thanks for this time of celebration.
For the One this meal remembers.
For the One who lives in us and through us we unite our voices in song.
*CLOSING SONG
Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.
*BLESSING

Bishop Carter

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION SERVICE
THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2015
10:45 A.M.
GATHERING MUSIC

Robert McMichael and Jarvis Wilson

GREETING
The Rev. Luc L. Dessieux
We come to hear the story of God’s faithfulness to past generations.
But we also look to the future as well as the past.
The God who was with our ancestors is with us as well.
Then we can go forward in hope. Whatever else fails, God remains faithful.
Nothing can separate us from the love of God!
Praise be to God!
*HYMN OF PRAISE

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.

Under the shadow of thy throne, still may we dwell secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure.
Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame,
from everlasting, thou art God, to endless years the same.
A thousand ages, in thy sight, are like an evening gone;
short as the watch that ends the night, before the rising sun.
Time, like an ever rolling stream, bears all who breathe away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day.
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come;
be thou our guide while life shall last, and our eternal home.
*OPENING PRAYER
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.
Creating God, as you taught us by example when you rested from your creation work,
so too there comes a day when we take our rest from the work you have given us to do.
You show us as well that, though you rested from creation, you are still at work in our
lives. Allow this to become our pattern as well. We pray that the experiences, success
and failures of our work lives will spring forth and bear fruit in the lives of those who
continue your kingdom work. Grant us your grace so that each day becomes a moment
of the whole, where we can say with joy, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is stored up for me the crown of life." Amen.

*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy God, Word made flesh, let us come to this word open to being surprised.
Silence our agendas; banish our assumptions; cast out our casual detachment.
Confound our expectations; clear the cobwebs from our ears;
penetrate the corners of our hearts with this word.
We know that you can,
we pray that you will,
and we wait with great anticipation.
Amen.
*SCRIPTURE: JEREMIAH 1:4-10
4
The Lord’s word came to me:
5
“Before I created you in the womb I knew you;
before you were born I set you apart;
I made you a prophet to the nations.”
6
“Ah, Lord God,” I said, “I don’t know how to speak
because I’m only a child.”
7
The Lord responded,
“Don’t say, ‘I’m only a child.’
Where I send you, you must go;
what I tell you, you must say.
8
Don’t be afraid of them,
because I’m with you to rescue you,”
declares the Lord.
9
Then the Lord stretched out his hand,
touched my mouth, and said to me,
“I’m putting my words in your mouth.
10
This very day I appoint you over nations and empires,
to dig up and pull down,
to destroy and demolish,
to build and plant.”
RECOGNITION OF THE RETIREES
Bruce R. Antle
Willie Bailey
Scott Allen Baker
William S. Barnes
Brian Brightly
Robert Brown
Joreatha Capers
Cherie Chapman
Pam Childs
Luc L. Dessieux

The Rev. Luc L. Dessieux

The Rev. Justin LaRosa and The Rev. Beth Bostrom
Paul Kelly
William Knight
Sarah Renee Lawrence
George Lutz
Sarai Maiselle
Verona Matthews
Israel James Mitchell
William Owens
Daniel Parrish
Chris Polischuck

James Rosenberg
Larry W. Shields
William Smalling
Earl Smith
Richard Stauffer
Jeff Stiggins
Jeff Thomas
Robert Tindale
Sallie Vandervort
James A. Wade, Jr.

Fatha DeSue
Jacqueline Doby
Cathy Felber
Frank Fitzsimmons

Rene Ramirez
Barbara Randall
Ranier Richter

Mary Susan Ward
John Wallis
Peggy A. Wilkins

Bishop:
Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations
where the Spirit of the Lord was upon you;
and you were charged to preach to the brokenhearted,
to visit the captive, to anoint those who were bruised.
These things you have done.
We thank God for the community of the faithful
in which the Word of God found response.
Countless persons have depended upon you for help.
In the providence of God, you know that both suffering and joy
can be God's way of teaching and healing.
At your ordination,
you received authority to read the Holy Scriptures
in the Church of God,
to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments,
and to order the life of the Church.
At your consecration,
you received authority to equip the people of God,
and to embody the unity of the congregation's worship
with its life in the world.
By God's grace you did many things
that seemed to be beyond your power.
We thank God that you were given the vision to be faithful.
Death and illness have not come on schedule.
The truth has not always been easy to preach.
We know something of the grace by which you have lived,
and we thank God for your vision.
Never think lightly of the great good
that God has wrought through you.
Continue to be true to your calling.
May God's love and power be with you always.
Let us pray together:

God of grace, you fill your servants with the vision.
You empower your servants with your Spirit.
We give thanks for the ministry of these women and men,
and for the ways in which you have ministered to us through them.
Give them a sense of your abiding presence
that they may continue to love and serve you,
and ever grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray. Amen.
*CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Something Beautiful
Something beautiful, something good; all my confusion he understood;
All I had to offer him was brokenness and strife, but he made something beautiful of my life.
PASSING OF THE MANTLE

Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.

A representative of the retiring class and a representative of the new full member class kneel. The bishop takes the
mantle and places it on the shoulders of the representative of the retiring class, saying:

In the book of Kings we read of the prophet Elijah's ministry.
The mantle, symbolic of submission to God,
fell upon the younger prophet, Elisha,
and the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha.
The representative of the retiring class rises and places the mantle on the shoulders of the representative of the
new full member class, saying:

I transfer this mantle from our generation to the young,
indicating thereby that the responsibilities and dedication of the older generation
will be caught up and carried on by the young,
and the spirit of today's Elijahs will rest upon today's Elishas.
The representative of the new class rises, turns to the retiring class, and says:

We who come after you take up the mantle which falls upon us.
May we inherit a double share of your spirit.
The bishop responds:

I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,
beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called,
with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all,
who is above all and through all and in all.
(Ephesians 4:1-6)

*HYMN

I Am Thine, O Lord
I am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice, and it told thy love to me;
but I long to rise in the arms of faith and be closer drawn to thee.
Draw me nearer, nearer blessed Lord, to the cross where thou hast died.
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, to thy precious, bleeding side.
Consecrate me know to thy service, Lord, by the power of grace divine;
let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, and my will be lost in thine.
O the pure delight of a single hour that before thy throne I spend,
when I kneel in prayer, and with thee, my God, I commune as friend with friend!
There are depths of love that I cannot know till I cross the narrow sea;
there are heights of joy that I may not reach till I rest in peace with thee.

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
For everything there is a season,
a time for every matter under heaven.
So, too, there is a time for movement, new adventure,
fields of service not yet touched.
With love, we send you forth in the spirit of John Wesley:
May the world be your parish.
Go into the world and respond to the love of Christ in all you do.
Live out the vision God has given you.
May God's mercy, grace, and peace be with you.
May you be channels for God's mercy, grace, and peace
to the world wherever you may be!
Amen!
POSTLUDE

Bishop Carter

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2015
10:30 A.M.
PRELUDE

Robert McMichael and Jarvis Wilson

GREETING
The Rev. Ruben Velasco
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
And also with you!
Lord God, by your grace we are running a race.
We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses -Patriarchs and matriarchs, prophets and psalmists,
disciples and evangelists, martyrs and saints.
We thank you for their example. We praise you for their lives of faith.
For all your saints, O Lord, who strove in you to live,
who followed, obeyed, adored you – our grateful hymn we sing.
Loved ones now resting in you, who guided us, nurtured and cared for us;
ancestors who worked and traveled, lived and died
that we might be who we are, where we are —
your precious children in this community of believers.
We thank you for their example. We praise you for their lives of faith.
For all your saints, O Lord, who strove in you to die,
who counted you their great reward – accept our thankful cry.
Family members and members of our sacred connection;
friends who help, guide and uplift us –
children of your family, sheep of your fold, saints of your redeeming.
We thank you for their example. We praise you for their lives of faith.
For this, your name we bless, and humbly pray anew,
that we like them in holiness may live and die in you.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Amen.
*HYMN

Rejoice, the Lord Is King
Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore;
mortals, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice.
Jesus the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o'er earth and heaven;
the keys of earth and hell are to our Jesus given.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice.
Rejoice in glorious hope! Jesus the Judge shall come,
and take his servants up to their eternal home.
We soon shall hear th'archangel's voice; the trump of God shall sound, rejoice!
OPENING PRAYER
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.
Tender and compassionate God, we seek to know you through the hearing of your Word
and pray that we may go beyond hearing to obeying, as shown by the faithful lives of
your departed servants whom we honor today. We know that they are precious in your
eyes, worthy of your special attention and ours, for they served well in the task that you
gave them.
Grant that we may feel your presence as did the followers who knew Jesus in the
breaking of the bread, and may we experience the fire within that sent them out to
share good news.
Amen.
WITNESS IN MUSIC

Robert McMichael and Jarvis Wilson

SCRIPTURE: JOHN 14: 1-7 & 15-17 (TNIV)
1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 My Father's house has
plenty of room; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going."
5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the
way?"6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you
do know him and have seen him."
15 "If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another advocate to help you and be with you forever-- 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you
and will be in you.
MESSAGE

Presence
The Rev. Bob Tindale

NAMING OF THE SAINTS
Ms. Nell Thrift, The Rev. Archie Buie
Lighting the candles on the altar – The Reverend & Mrs. Daniel Casselberry
As the names are read aloud, you are invited to stand
as the person who touched your life in a special way is honored.
The congregation will respond after each bell toll with,

“Thank you, Lord, for this your servant.”
Clergy
Leslie Clarence Jackson
James Robert Maxfield
Ronald Anthony Gibson, Sr.
John Andrew White
Roy Albion Fiske
William Hilden Compton
Randall Lorentz Parsons
Robert Glendon Krouse
Wallace Brode Draper
Neo Nestau Garvin
John Henry Hires, Jr.
Charles Robert Bruce
Terry A. Peck
Donald Wayne Coughenour
Eldon Simmons
Carl Daniel Shafer
Larry Eugene Cook, Sr.
Janice Ann Henry-Rinehart
Franklin Pierce Smith
Chester William Plank
George Robert McCormick

May 16, 2014
June 13, 2014
July 4, 2014
July 4, 2014
July 14, 2014
July 18, 2014
September 20, 2014
October 2, 2014
October 11, 2014
October 13, 2014
October 21, 2014
November 15, 2014
November 15, 2014
November 18, 2014
December 4, 2014
December 19, 2014
December 21, 2014
January 13, 2015
January 24, 2015
February 10, 2015
March 11, 2015

Spouses
Wilma Clayton Stanfield
Rita T. Chapman Luther
Pamela Joyce Austin Norton
Mary Liles Stauffer
Marguerite J. Bartlett
Barbara Whitehead Stewart Brisbin
Patricia Ann Whitehead Fleming
Betty Jean Burgess Radcliff
Alida Esther Barrios Gomez Rodriguez
Helen Monson Luce
Margaret Alfonso
Judith L. Hamilton Niemeyer
Barbara Stewart Floyd
Dorothy Jane Plant Cofield

May 18, 2014
June 1, 2014
July 3, 2014
July 14, 2014
August 21, 2014
August 23, 2014
August 30, 2014
October 15, 2014
November 2, 2014
November 6, 2014
November 10, 2014
December 1, 2014
December 26, 2014
December 29, 2014

Joseph A. Parra
Jane Lankford McGahee
Gladys Marie Quattlebaum Jordan
Marilyn White
Montie Mable Bell Jackson
Wanda Grace Bresee Pope Felton
Dorathy Charlene Whiteman McPeak
Earselene Zimmerman
Agnes Lucile Smith Watson

January 25, 2015
January 26, 2015
February 1, 2015
February 11, 2015
February 11, 2015
February 24, 2015
March 5, 2015
March 13, 2015
April 17, 2015

*PRAYER FOR THE SAINTS AND FAITHFUL DEPARTED
God of both the living and the dead,
we praise your holy name for all your servants who have faithfully lived and died.
We thank you for the sacred ties that bind us to those unseen
who encompass us as a cloud of witnesses.
We pray that, encouraged by their example and strengthened by their fellowship,
we may be diligent followers,
and that nothing will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
*HYMN OF TRIUMPH

For All the Saints

For all the saints, who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou in the darkness drear, their one true light. Alleluia, Alleluia!
O blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. Alleluia, Alleluia!
From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: Alleluia, Alleluia!
*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
And the blessing of God Almighty—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Bishop Carter

SERVICE OF LICENSING, COMMISSIONING AND ORDINATION
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2015
7:30 P.M.
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Beachside Brass
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee.
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed,
Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.
Mortals, join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began;
Father love is reigning o’er us, brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us Sunward in the triumph song of life.
*GREETING AND PRAYER

Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We come together to praise God,
to hear the Holy Word,
and to seek for ourselves and others
the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace to all servants of your church,
that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various ministries.
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead,
perfect our ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*RECOGNITION OF OUR ONE MINISTRY AND OUR ONE BAPTISM
Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God.
Through baptism all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers,
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world.
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service
for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry,
I call upon all God’s people gathered here:
Remember your baptism and be thankful.
We remember our baptism
and affirm our common ministry.
The people are seated.
PRESENTATION OF ORDINANDS
Those who are to be licensed, commissioned and ordained are presented to the bishop, who stands before the
Lord's Table, facing the people.

Russell Graves, Conference Lay Leader:
On behalf of the laity of local congregations
who have examined and approved these candidates,
The Rev. Terri Hill, Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry:
and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference,
which has recommended these persons,
and this annual conference, which has approved them,
Together the Lay Leader and Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry:
We present these persons to be licensed as local pastors (local pastors stand)
Frank Gremeco Adams
Kevin Michael Johnson
Joe Edward Moxley, Jr.
Erick Ray Ashley
Matthew Scott Kern
David Noel
David Scott Branson
Perri Michelle Martin
MaryAnn Piccioni
Emily Jane Edwards
Karen Lee McDuff
David Ross Rogers
Pierre LouLou Exantus
Edward Andrew Miller
Roberto Chaple Sanchez
Stacey Eileen Spence
This person to be commissioned as provisional deacon (provisional deacon stand)
Michele Van Son
These persons to be commissioned as provisional elders (provisional elders stand)
Andrea Coretta Campbell-Byer
Anil Kumar Singh
Alan Jackson
Robert Joseph Tucker
Rebecca Lynn Rokitowski
Rodney Andrew Weseman
Erik Paul Seise
William Earl Wold, Jr.

These persons to be ordained deacons (deacons stand)
Jeremy James Herrington
Justin James LaRosa
These persons to be ordained elders (elders stand)
Elizabeth Anne Bostrom
Brian Richard Johnson
Michael Stewart Briggs
Christopher Michael Jones
David Lee Charlton
Douglas Edward McClain
Bette Jo Foster
Ruben Velasco
Susan Carol Gray
After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the bishop says:
These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained to ministry in Christ’s holy church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have discerned
that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character,
and possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.
We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent
to the ordination or recognition of these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace,
to be ordained or recognized?
We do! Thanks be to God!
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
With God’s help, we will!
SCRIPTURE: REVELATION 21:1-5
The Rev. Dr. Dan Johnson
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

SERMON

A Future With Hope
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.

OFFERING FOR THE WORK OF THE ONE CHURCH

Rev. Johnson

Our offering tonight will benefit the Passing the Torch Endowment in support of educational debt relief, seminary
scholarships, continuing education, and sabbatical leave grants for Florida Conference Clergy.

MUSIC DURING OFFERING

How Great is Our God, Glorify Thy Name, Healer

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of Life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen
LICENSING OF LOCAL PASTORS
Candidates for licensing stand and proceed to the stage.

REGISTRAR: Dear friends, these persons have completed the requirements for the
license as a local pastor and are recommended by the Board of Ordained Ministry. We
have inquired diligently concerning them and have found them to be fit for this sacred
vocation.

The bishop then asks the following questions of the Local Pastors to be licensed:

Do you believe you are moved by the Holy Spirit to serve as a local pastor?
I do.
Will you strive to live a life in keeping with what you preach?
I will.
As the registrar of the Board of Ordained Ministry reads the names of those being licensed, the bishop
presents each candidate with the license for pastoral ministry.
The Bishop addresses the candidates:

You are hereby authorized to serve as a local pastor in the congregation to
which you are appointed. Take care that you perform these duties faithfully
as much as you are able, the Lord being your helper.
The Bishop greets those licensed. Those who have been licensed proceed to their seats.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
GENERAL EXAMINATION OF THOSE TO BE COMMISSIONED AND ORDAINED
PRESENTATION
The candidates for commissioning and ordination stand at their seats while the bishop stands facing them: The
bishop examines all candidates for commissioning and ordination:

My sisters and brothers in Christ,
you have been called to a commissioned or ordained ministry.
The church now confirms your calling.
As commissioned or ordained ministers, you are to be coworkers with the laity, bishops,
deacons, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, commissioned ministers,
local pastors and elders.
Remember that you are called to serve rather than to be served,
to proclaim the faith of the church and no other,
to look after the concerns of God above all.
So that we may know that you believe yourselves to be called by God
and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained ministry?
I do so believe.
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as
your Lord and Savior?
I do so believe and confess.

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things
necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and
authoritative standard for the church’s faith and life?
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures,
and with the help of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ,
to participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and
freedom for all people?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine,
and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and
committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the bishop
and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?
I will, with the help of God.
The bishop addresses the candidates:

May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform
them, that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.
Amen.
Those who are to be commissioned proceed to the stage while those to be ordained take their seats.

*CONGREGATIONAL HYMN
In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my hope is found; He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground; firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All – Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save.
'Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied;
For every sin on Him was laid – Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay, Light of the World by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious Day, up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory, Sin's curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am His and He is mine – bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death – this is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand;
'Till He returns or calls me home – here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL DEACONS AND ELDERS
The bishop stands to center stage. The bishop introduces the act of commissioning:

By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.
Christ gave all of us this command:
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”
We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, see the plentiful
harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the words of the prophet:
“Here I am; send me.”
Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come to
declare in public their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding
themselves to the service of God under the supervision of the bishop and the guidance
of ordained colleagues and by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the body
of Christ.
Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for
ordained ministry among us.
The bishop, facing the congregation and extending arms over all of the candidates, prays:

God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers,
you raise up men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church.
By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants,
to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy.
Deepen their sense of purpose
as they exercise commissioned ministry.
Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry,
together with all of your people, to heal the sick, love the outcast, resist evil,
preach the Word, and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.
The bishop, laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate, prays:

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name.
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to announce the reign of God,
and to equip the church for ministry,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

After all the candidates have been commissioned the bishop says:

As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards these persons.
Let us pray: Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants and
may the opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling. Clothe them
with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by giving themselves to
others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The bishop introduces and greets those Commissioned.

I present to you these newly commissioned provisional deacons and elders of the
Florida Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church!
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS AND ELDERS
The bishop introduces the act of ordination:

Ordination is a gift from God to the Church and is exercised in covenant with the whole
Church and within the covenant of the order of deacons or elders. My sisters and
brothers in Christ, you have been called to an ordained ministry. The Church now
confirms your calling through ordination.
Candidates for ordination of deacon proceed onto the stage.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
EXAMINATION OF DEACONS
The bishop examines the deacon candidates:

A deacon
is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood,
to relate the life of the community to its service in the world,
to lead others into Christian discipleship,
to nurture disciples for witness and service,
Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant.

to lead in worship,
to teach and proclaim God’s Word,
to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy Communion,
Here a towel and basin with pitcher may be lifted by an assistant.

to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes,
to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed,
and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice,
liberation and reconciliation,
even in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.
These are the duties of a deacon.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?
I do so believe.
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission
covenant to participate in the order of deacons?
Will you give yourself to God through the order of deacons
in order to sustain and build each other up
in prayer, study, worship, and service?
I will, with the help of God,
and with the help of my sisters and brothers in the order of deacons.
LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR DEACONS
The bishop calls the people to prayer using these or similar words:

As these persons are recognized or ordained by God and the church
for the ministry of deacons
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.
We thank you, Living God,
that in your great love
you sent Jesus Christ
to take the form of a servant,
becoming obedient even to death on the cross,
and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.
You have taught us, by his word and example,
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.
Give these servants grace to be faithful to their promises,
constant in their discipleship,
and always ready for works of loving service.
Make them modest and humble, gentle and strong,
rooted and grounded in love.
Give them a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ,
who came not to be served but to serve.
Candidates for ordination as deacon are invited to kneel before the bishop one at a time as directed. Those
whose orders are to be recognized may remain standing where they are during the ordinations.

Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on
of hands for each ordinand.
The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church.
Amen.
Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate
and says:

Name, take authority as a deacon
to proclaim the Word of God
and to lead God's people
in ministries of compassion and justice;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
When all have been ordained, the bishop turns to the congregation and says:

Friends let us pray together:
As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards these persons.
Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants and may the
opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling.
Clothe them with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by giving
themselves to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
I present to you the newly ordained deacons of the Florida Annual Conference of The
United Methodist Church!
The newly ordained deacons proceed to their seats as the candidates for elders proceed to the stage.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
The bishop examines the candidates for ordination or recognition as elder:

An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ
and of the whole church: to preach and teach the Word of God
Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant.

and faithfully administer
the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;
Here a paten and chalice may be lifted.

to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
to exercise pastoral supervision, order the life of the congregation,
counsel the troubled, and declare the forgiveness of sin;
to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church
and in service in and to the community.
These are the duties of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you
to the life and work of an elder?
I do so believe.
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission,
covenant to participate in the order of elders?
Will you give yourself to God through the order of elders
in order to sustain and build each other up
in prayer, study, worship, and service?
I will, with the help of God,
and the help of my sisters and brothers in the order of elders.
LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS
The bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer, using these or similar words:

As these persons are recognized or ordained by God and the church
for the ministry of elders to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.
The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:

We praise you, eternal God,
because you have called us to be a priestly people,
offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death
and, having ascended into heaven,
has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
making some apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
to build up Christ’s body,
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Candidates for ordination as elder are invited to kneel before the bishop one at a time as directed.
Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on
of hands for each ordinand.
The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church.
Amen.
Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the ordinand
and says:

Name, take authority as an elder
to preach the Word of God,
to administer the Holy Sacraments
and to order the life of the Church;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Friends let us pray together:
As we pray I invite the Church to extend your arms towards these persons.
Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants and may the
opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling. Clothe them with your
righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by giving themselves to others,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
After all have been ordained the bishop says:

I present to you these newly ordained elders of the Florida Annual Conference of The
United Methodist Church!
The newly ordained elders proceed to their seats.

*CONGREGATIONAL HYMN
We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations
We've a story to tell to the nations, that shall turn their hearts to the right,
a story of truth and mercy, a story of peace and light, a story of peace and light.
For the darkness shall turn to dawning, and the dawning to noonday bright;
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth, the kingdom of love and light.

We've a song to be sung to the nations, that shall lift their hearts to the Lord,
a song that shall conquer evil and shatter the spear and sword, and shatter the spear and sword.
For the darkness shall turn to dawning, and the dawning to noonday bright;
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth, the kingdom of love and light.

We've a message to give to the nations, that the Lord who reigneth above
hath sent us his Son to save us, and show us that God is love, and show us that God is love.
For the darkness shall turn to dawning, and the dawning to noonday bright;
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth, the kingdom of love and light.
We've a Savior to show to the nations, who the path of sorrow hath trod,
that all of the world's great peoples might come to the truth of God,
might come to the truth of God.
For the darkness shall turn to dawning, and the dawning to noonday bright;
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth, the kingdom of love and light.
INVITATION TO THOSE FEELING CALLED TO LEAD THE ONE CHURCH
BENEDICTION
Bishop: The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all always.
Newly Ordained Deacon: Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all you do.
Newly Ordained Elder: Go in grace, being sent to proclaim God’s love in all you do.
We are sent in Christ’s Name. Thanks be to God.
*RECESSIONAL HYMN

Lift High the Cross
Beachside Brass
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign. The hosts of God in unity combine.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name.
Each newborn servant of the Crucified bears on the brow the seal of him who died.

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name.
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name.
So shall our song of triumph ever be: Praise to the Crucified for victory!
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name.
POSTLUDE

CLOSING WORSHIP AND FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2015
11:15 A.M.
GATHERING MUSIC

Robert McMichael and Jarvis Wilson

*GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP
The Rev. Dr. Kandace Brooks
Grace and peace to you from him who is, who was, and who is to come.
Amen.
There is one body and one spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is above all and through all and in all.
Each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gifts.
Christ appointed some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers.
Christ did this to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, and for serving a broken world.
And so we come together in oneness of faith and in certain knowledge
of the Son of God.
We come to bring glory to God only, and to celebrate his gracious gifts to all of us.
In this spirit of unity and service, let us worship God.
*HYMN

Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore
Lord, you have come to the lakeshore,
looking neither for wealthy or wise ones;
you only asked me to follow humbly.
O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me,
and while smiling have spoken my name;
now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me;
by your side I will seek other seas.
You know so well my possessions;
my boat carries no gold and no weapons;
you will find there my nets and labor.
Señor, me has mirado a los ojos,
y sonriendo has dicho mi nombre;
en la arena he dejado mi barca;
junto a ti bus caré otro mar.

You, who have fished other oceans,
ever longed for by souls who are waiting,
my loving friend, as thus you call me.
O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me,
and while smiling have spoken my name;
now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me;
by your side I will seek other seas.
*SCRIPTURE: MARK 4:1-9
Rev. Brooks
Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he
got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the
land. 2 He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to
them: 3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and
the birds came and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil,
and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched;
and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked it, and it yielded no grain.8 Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain,
growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “Let
anyone with ears to hear listen!”
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FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS
Introduction of Cabinet Members
Prayers for the Nine Districts
Charge to Licensed, Commissioned, Consecrated, and Ordained Clergy
BISHOP
All of us are bound together by Christ's love poured out for us and through us to the
world.
Clergy stand. The bishop addresses the clergy:

You are called to "a lifetime of servant leadership in specialized ministries among the
people of God." Clergy, through your ministries, will you interpret to the church where
you are sent "the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world, and the promise of God for
creation?"
CLERGY
We are bound in covenant together before God and one another.
BISHOP
The world cries out for justice and mercy.

DEACONS, DIACONAL MINISTERS, DEACONESSES:
We go where we are sent to represent the connection between our worship of God
and serving in God's world. We go to the community where God is sending us.
BISHOP
The world needs to hear the Word of God.
ELDERS, ASSOCIATE MEMBERS, LOCAL PASTORS:
We go where we are sent to spread the good news in the community where we are
sent, to administer the sacraments, to be servants in the church and in the world, and
to lead the congregation
Charge to the Laity
Laity stand. The bishop addresses the laity:

BISHOP
"The world is our parish," John Wesley said. You are the people of God, living and
serving in God's world. Will you receive these persons, as your leaders, sent to serve
Christ, support and lead the Church in ministry to all the world?
LAITY
We affirm our faith in Christ, and our commitment to serving him in our daily lives.
We receive these persons as servants among us, and will support them in our shared
ministries.
*CLOSING SONG
God, We Sing Your Glorious Praises
God, we sing your glorious praises as we tell your awesome deeds:
you have fashioned all creation and you meet each creature’s needs.
We rejoice in how your people tasted your great faithfulness;
graced through every generation, we your mighty acts profess.
We remember, God, your covenant, which extends from heaven to earth;
how Christ’s death and resurrection conquers sin, renews our birth.
Thank you for this gospel message, which inspires your church to preach
grace to every generation in our deeds and in our speech.
Fueled by power from your Spirit we commit ourselves anew
to be faithful to your gospel in the daily work we do.
We will shout your glorious praises, telling all who have not heard:
grace for every generation is embodied in your Word.
Lord, we offer you our worship as we celebrate your grace,
which you shower on your people gathered here and everyplace.
Blessed by water, Word, and table, we, your church, now pledge to share
grace through every generation in our witness, work, and prayer.

*BENEDICTION
I leave you love. For love builds.
It is positive and helpful; it is more beneficial than hate.
I leave you faith. Faith is the first factor in a life devoted to service.
Without faith, nothing is possible. With it, nothing is impossible.
Faith in God is the greatest power, but great too, is faith in oneself.
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I leave you a desire to live harmoniously with your fellow human beings.
I appeal to you to recognize our common problems and unite to solve them.
I leave you finally a responsibility to our young people.
Our children must never lose their zeal for building a better world.
They must not be discouraged from aspiring to greatness,
for they are to be the leaders of tomorrow.
We have a powerful potential in our youth,
and we must have the courage to change old ideas and practices
so that we may direct their power toward good ends.
Love, faith, courage, responsibility – they are needed today as never before.
With God’s help, we commit ourselves to rekindle the gifts that have been given to us;
to sharpen these tools in the ministry that faces us
and to find new ways of using our gifts
for the faithful expression of the gospel to all people.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to
all generations, forever and ever.
Amen.

