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Bethune-Cookman University (B-CU) is an exceptional place established on the historic 
foundation of the Christian faith. Dr. Edison O. Jackson, the sixth President, Trustee 
Chairman, Rev. Dr. John Harrington, and Vice President, Bishop Kenneth Carter are 
providing phenomenal leadership before the cabinet, students, faculty, and staff; thus 
fostering a spirit of academic excellence and civic engagement.   
  
Bethune-Cookman represents rich diverse religious traditions from around the globe. As a 
Methodist endowed University, B-CU is unapologetically Christian and anchored in the 
Wesleyan practice of Scripture, reason, tradition and experience. B-CU sustains its legacy 
of faith, through the commitment and support of the United Methodist Church.  
  
These are exciting times at Bethune-Cookman University. Our giving is strong and our 
enrollment continues to increase. Currently, we are experiencing an increase of 2 percent in 
accepted students from last year. We anticipate 1100 freshmen and 200 transfer students 
for the fall enrollment.  
  
Bethune-Cookman is a place where students enter to learn and global leaders depart to 
serve. B-CU offers baccalaureate degrees in 37 majors through six academic schools – Art 
and Humanities; Business; Education; Nursing; Science, Engineering and Mathematics and 
Social Sciences and maintains intercollegiate athletic programs and instrumental choral 
groups that have achieved national recognition. B-CU has a diverse international faculty 
and a student body of more than 3,400. On May 13, 2015 325 graduated with degrees, thus 
departing to serve.   
  
Our Chaplaincy Department is the first of its kind within our history and is made up of a 
Dean of the Chapel/ Executive Chaplain, Rev. David Allen Jr. and an additional University 
Chaplain, Rev. Kenya Lovell. The Chaplaincy Department is open to serving all faith groups 
regardless of race, culture, religion, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, gender or 
ability; and are intentional in providing compassionate care to all who desire spiritual 
counseling, encouragement and guidance. In January we did our annual seminary tour to 
expose students to institutions of theological education. Students had an opportunity to 
dialogue with presidents, deans, faculty members and student representatives at Gammon 
and Candler. On May 13, 2015 we graduated 3 pre-ministerial students who will be 
attending seminary next year.  
 
Bethune-Cookman has experienced a strong fiscal year and our endowment is solid. The 
total giving target for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 is $32,122,298. Total giving year-to-date for the 
University is $26,728,701. The annual fund giving target for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 is 
$3,500,000. Annual fund giving year-to-date for the current year is $2,533,721. The 
restricted giving target for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 is $28,622,298. Restricted year-to-date 
giving is $24,194,979. 
  
Bethune-Cookman has launched significant goals to enhance the quality of its academic 
initiatives. There are sixteen (16) objectives listed under the university’s strategic goals to 
enhance academic effectiveness.    



Those objectives are: (1) Develop a curriculum that promotes vigor for the General 
Education Core; (2) Develop curriculum that promotes rigor and pedagogy for new and 
existing degree programs; (3) Develop co-curricular service learning activities that promote 
rigor and pedagogy for degree programs; (4) Develop policies to recruit and retain excellent 
faculty; (5) Increase the number of faculty in critical areas of STEM, Business, and Nursing; 
(6) Develop Flagship programs in STEM and Business; (7) Recognize and reward 
excellence for faculty and staff; (8) Increase the number of programs seeking accreditation; 
(9) Plan and develop the Center for Entrepreneurship and Economic Development (CEED); 
(10) Establish the Center for Undergraduate Research Excellence (CURE); (11) Improve 
and expand the library collection; (12) Upgrade and create new smart classrooms; (13) 
Upgrade teaching laboratories; (14) Create a Center of Excellence for Teaching and 
Learning; (15) Establish a faculty performance management system; and, (16) Strengthen 
research capabilities by establishing research institutes/centers.   
 
Athletically, B-CU was the winner of the Talmadge Hill Men's All-Sports Award as the top 
comprehensive program in the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference in 2014 and is predicted to 
repeat in 2015. Wildcat athletics claimed MEAC conference titles in men's indoor track and 
field, women's tennis, football and men's outdoor track and field. Five B-CU head coaches 
have been named MEAC Coach of the Year in their respective sports and several Wildcats 
have advanced individually to the NCAA championships joining the women's tennis team in 
NCAA post-season play. Shantal Townsend, a women's track student-athlete and Troy 
Simmons, a men’s basketball student-athlete were named the winners of the 2015 MEAC 
Post Graduate Scholarships. B-CU continues to lead the way in academic accomplishments 
in the MEAC and this spring over 120 Wildcats are expected to be named to the 
Commissioner's All-Academic Team. 
 
Overall, Bethune-Cookman University continues to remain the place where students enter 
to learn and global leaders depart to serve. We are indeed grateful for the generosity, and 
unwavering support of the United Methodist Church that allows us to fulfill our mission of 
academic excellence, civic engagement and ministerial service to the world.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,   
 
Rev. David Allen Jr.   
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