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Benefits Update: 2017 Health Initiative    
 November, 2016

 
Open Enrollment begins November 1st
Open Enrollment on the Federal Health
Exchange, also known as Healthcare.gov, starts
on November 1, 2016. Here are the most
important dates to note:

November 1, 2016: Open Enrollment starts
- first day you can enroll, re-enroll, or
change a 2017 insurance plan through the
Health Insurance Marketplace. Coverage
can start as soon as January 1, 2017.
December 15, 2016: Last day to enroll in or
change plans for coverage to start January
1, 2017 to ensure coverage for January
1st.
January 1, 2017: 2017 coverage starts for
those who enroll or change plans by
December 15.
January 31, 2017: Last day to enroll in or
change a 2017 health plan.

 
Don't Delay - Secure Alternative Coverage Now!
 
Visit www.healthcare.gov now to shop and
compare insurance plans available in your area.
We recommend that you select a plan and
complete enrollment no later than December
15, 2016 for coverage to be effective on
January 1, 2017. Finally, you must pay your first
month's premium by your health plan's due date
or you could lose your coverage. Each insurer is
different, so pay careful attention to their due
date.
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Keep in mind, if you do not have health
insurance from another source and you fail to
complete enrollment through the Federal
Exchange by January 31st 2017 - You will not
have health insurance in 2017.  The Open
Enrollment window for the Marketplace ends
and you can't enroll after that date.  In
addition, the government requires everyone to
have health insurance or pay a penalty in
addition to self-insuring yourself and your family
for all health care needs.
 
How to get help with choosing an individual
health insurance plan.
 
For members who do not have Medicare the
best resource is to work with a Navigator.
Navigators are individuals or groups that are
trained to help you find and select a health
plan. They are required to be unbiased and
services are free.
 
Go to:  http://floridachain.org/get-connected-
find-local-help/    
Or:
https://www.healthcare.gov/glossary/navigator
 
 Are you or your spouse eligible for Medicare?
 
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of
Elders) is a free program offered by the Florida
Department of Elder Affairs and your local Area
Agency on Aging.  Specially trained volunteers
can assist you with your Medicare, Medicaid,
and health insurance related questions by
providing one-on-one counseling and
information.  SHINE services are free, unbiased,
and confidential. If you (or your spouse) either
have Medicare or you are eligible to enroll in
Medicare contact:  www.shine.org   Or, call:  1-
800-963-5337
 



Charge Conference Compensation Forms Must
Document Additional Income in 2017
 
If you are requesting the additional
compensation in lieu of insurance, the amount
of your 2017 annual salary must be correctly
listed on the Charge Conference form.  You
must make an election to either accept the
health insurance plan offered by the local
church (if available) or request the additional
compensation before your Charge Conference
forms are completed and submitted to the
District in late November. 
 
Expect regular Benefits Updates providing
information and support to help you determine
the best solution for you and your family.  And,
the Benefits team is available if you have
questions.  Email us at benefit@flumc.org or
call 800-282-8011 and ask for Benefits.

DISTRICT LAY SERVANT TRAINING DATES

Many of you have asked about Lay
Servant Training. Here are the
remaining dates for fall classes:

November 18-19 at First UMC,
Chiefland. Basic and Advanced
(Living the Methodist Beliefs)

Each class is $35. Please call the
District office to register at 850/386-2154 or email us at
flumc-nw@flumc.org.

 2016 CHARGE CONFERENCES



 
November Conferences are: 

The forms are on the Conference
website (http://www.flumc.org/
2016chargeconferenceforms)

 
SUNDAY, NOV. 6
1:00 PM    First UMC, Lake  City
4:00 PM    First Madison, Cherry lake, Greenville, Lee, Hanson,
               Rocky Springs, Pinetta, Hickory Grove 

                        
MONDAY, NOV. 7   Pickens Temple

THURSDAY, NOV. 10    White Springs, Jennings, Jasper, Pine Grove,            
                     Wellborn, New Hope, Trinity Lake City, Pleasant Grove
                    
SUNDAY, NOV. 13     Wakulla

 IT'S CHICKEN PILAU TIME!

Chaires UMC invites you and your
family to Pilau 2016 on Thursday,
November 10, 4-8 PM.
The chicken pilau is cooked in cast
iron pots over wood fires and served
with coleslaw, pole beans, saltines,
desserts and a beverage. $10 per
plate, children 5 and under are free.
There will be entertainment as well.
9243 Parkhill Road, Tallahassee.

 THANKSGIVING TRIBUTE TO 
FREEDOM, FAMILY, FAITH & ALL WHO SERVE

Gospel & Patriotic Concert Benefiting
Wisdom's Wellspring Women's
Ministry.

Friday, Nov. 18, 6:30 PM at
Tallahassee Heights UMC.
Tickets $25 call 850/294-6932 or
email
contact@wisdomswellspring.org.



Food will be available from 5-6:30 in the parking lot. A silent
auction featuring a football signed by Jimbo Fisher as well
as a guitar signed and used by Todd Herendeen, the
evening's performer.

 ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKET

John Wesley UMC, Tallahassee, 
Dec. 3 (9-4 PM) & Dec. 4 (1-4 PM)
You will have the opportunity to
donate to over 30 non-profit agencies
and there will be a card/ craft shop
to purchase tangible gifts.

For more information, call the church at 850/877-1738.
1689 Old Saint Augustine Road, Tallahassee.

 UGANDAN KIDS CHOIR

John Wesley UMC, Tallahassee,
invites you to join them Wednesday,
Dec. 7, 6:30 PM, to experience the
music of Africa. The Choir is made
up of 5 boys and 5 girls from
Uganda who tour the US bringing a
message of hope. For more
information call the church at 850/877-1738.
1689 Old Saint Augustine Road, Tallahassee.

 

DISCOVERING GOD'S FUTURE
FOR YOUR CHURCH - CONFERENCE

 
The most frequent request we receive
from congregations is for help in planning
and visioning. While we can direct them
to resources, we are not able to guide
them personally. To help such churches, we have organized the



Discovering God's Future for Your Church Conference and
Live Stream. The event is Saturday, November 5, from 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. (Eastern) at Wesley Theological Seminary. Attendees may
participate in person in Washington, DC, or via live stream from
anywhere.
 
At Discovering God's Future for your Church, attendees will learn
how to discern God's vision for their congregations - a step-by-step
process for considering the strengths, challenges, and people that
God has given them. This process can reveal what God is calling a
congregation to be and to do.
 
Early-bird registration discounts are available through Tuesday,
October 4. Special live stream rates for groups are also available.
 
If you have churches that might find such an offering helpful, I
hope you will share the link
https://www.churchleadership.com/discovering-gods-future-
church.
 
 
Lovett H. Weems, Jr.
Professor of Church Leadership
Director, Lewis Center for Church Leadership
Wesley Theological Seminary
lovettw@wesleyseminary.edu


