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Therefore go… 

Each day, each of us makes a decision about how we will use our time.  We 

might use our time to relax, work or enjoy.  Our time might be spent focusing 

inwardly or we may direct our time outwardly.  Jesus told His disciples, 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.” The General Conference of the United Methodist 

Church is a time when the global church focuses on how we will fulfill this 

command. 

General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist 

Church and meets once every four years, and this year it will meet in Portland, 

Oregon (May 10-20). The 864 delegates from North America, Africa, Europe, 

Eurasia and the Philippines will gather to make decisions about the command 

to “therefore go and make disciples.” 

It is at General Conference that delegates consider petitions and resolutions 

that have been proposed by individuals, agencies, annual conferences and other 

groups within the denomination.  Delegates wrestle with today’s concerns, 

issues and problems in light of scriptural teachings and the church’s 

understanding of that teaching. It also approves plans and budgets for church-

wide programs. 

The Florida Conference elected 18 delegates and four reserve delegates to 

attend the 2016 General Conference.  This election took place at the 2015 

Annual Conference held at Bethune-Cookman University in Daytona Beach.  

The delegates are equally divided between clergy and laity who attend and 

serve churches in the Florida Conference.  Florida has one of the most diverse 

delegations, reflecting the rich diversity within the United Methodist churches 

in the state of Florida.  Those attending the General Conference have 

committed to an arduous time of preparation, prayer, study and faithful 

attendance.  Each delegate is to consider the global nature of the church and 

how we might encourage and strengthen the command to go and make 

disciples. 

In support of the delegates and the work of the 2016 General Conference, you 

are asked to pray.  The Bishops have called for “131 Days of Prayer,” and 

Florida hosts a 24-hour prayer effort on April 14. Pray for the leading of the 

Holy Spirit, for clarity in the decisions that will be made and for unity within 

the church.  Into a world that is struggling with poverty, violence, injustice and 

hurt, the church is called to Go! We are called to “Therefore go and make 

disciples…,” even while we bring hope, mercy, justice and love. 

For more information, contact lay delegation leader Molly McEntire at 

mollymcentire@gmail.com or clergy delegation leader Rev. Sue Haupert-

Johnson at ds-nc@flumc.org. 
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