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Dear North East District Family,        October 2016 

This past Sunday morning, one of my covenant group brothers sent a text to us that quoted the great 
pastor, A.W. Tozer. The quote was this: 
 

When a man [or woman] of God stands to speak, he[she] ought to have 
the authority of God on him[her] so that he[she] makes the people 
responsible to listen to him[her]. When they will not listen to him[her], 
they are accountable to God for turning away from the divine Word. In 
place of that needed authority, we have tabby cats with their claws 
carefully trimmed in the seminary, so they can paw over the 
congregations and never scratch them at all. They have had their claws 
trimmed and are just as soft and sweet as can be. 

 
I think there are times when we fear to be bold for fear of ruffling too many feathers in our faith 
communities. Please don’t get me wrong. I’m not advocating running roughshod over anyone, but at the 
same time the Model to which we aspire was bold! Jesus was not some meek and mild man who only ever 
quietly prayed and pondered big thoughts in solitude. He challenged the religious authorities. He called 
out the culture to repentance. He boldly healed people and performed miracles.  
 
Let us not ever be so timid that we are afraid to lead our faith communities in the direction they need 
desperately to go. Ron Heifetz, the noted leadership guru from Harvard, once defined leadership as 
“disappointing people at the rate they can stand.” I think Dr. Heifetz would warmly embrace what A.W. 
Tozer is trying to communicate. 
 
I invite you to think about your own leadership, clergy and laity alike. Are you being passive or proactive? 
Are you letting circumstances dictate your agenda or are you working to engage and transform the culture 
around you? When you make a leadership decision, are you worried about the pushback that might come 
or are you resting in the fact that God’s grace will never take you where God’s grace won’t sustain you? I 
know there have been times in my past when I’ve chosen the easy way from a leadership standpoint 
because it was the point of least resistance. Instead, I should have respectfully and gracefully led the 
church I served to a better, Chris-centered future. How about you? 
 
We can’t wait anymore. The time to act is now. Let’s sharpen our claws together! I’m here to help in any 
way that I can. 
 
All God’s love, 

 
 
Jay Therrell, Superintendent 


