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January 2017 

Dear North East Family, 
 
Happy New Year! I trust that you had wonderful celebrations for Christmas; I enjoyed seeing pictures from your 
worship services posted to social media. Thank you for being so intentional about hospitality, worship, and 
follow up with new people who came your faith community. 
 
Every January, I turn to John Wesley and his covenant prayer. It’s a reminder to me of how I want to approach 
the year ahead, “Let me have all things; let me have nothing!” Regardless of what 2017 brings us, may it all be 
for God’s glory, and may I remember that it is up to me to choose how I handle it. I can reflect well on God, even 
in the challenges, and I can certainly life God up for all of the blessings!  
 
There are a few quick reminders that I want to make sure are on your radar screen: 
 

1. Please don’t forget to register for the Activate Conferences that will happen on January 28th and 
February 4th. These are mandatory for our clergy, and I want to strongly encourage you to please bring 
several key stakeholders from your congregation. You can register here. Lunch is a separate registration  
- click here to register for lunch during the Activate Conference. 

2. Your clergy and church profiles need to be completed by the end of January. During my time in the local 
church, sometimes people would joke that it wasn’t important to complete profiles because no one 
ever looked at them. I can assure you that’s not the case. I read your profiles and so do other DSes. Just 
because you or our church may not be anticipating a move doesn’t mean you shouldn’t worry about 
updating your profile. We have changed/streamlined them a good bit this year; they are different! Also, 
last year, there were many moves where clergy and churches weren’t expecting them. If that happens, 
the only thing other DSes have to go on about you or your church is your profile. It is essential that you 
complete them thoughtfully and accurately. Thank you in advance! 

3. I will be hosting two town hall meetings for our laity on March 7, 2017 and March 9, 2017. They will be 
held at New Life Community UMC and Keystone UMC respectively and both will begin at 7 p.m. Just as 
I visited all of the clergy and churches in my first few months, I want to have a chance to visit with laity 
in particular. You can ask whatever questions you like! 

 
I’ll finish by quoting the entirety of Wesley’s Covenant Prayer (contemporized) and invite you to pray it 
with me for 2017: 
 

I am no longer my own, but yours. 
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; 
put me to doing, put me to suffering; 
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 
exalted for you, or brought low for you; 
let me be full, let me be empty, 
let me have all things, let me have nothing: 

https://www.themissionsociety.org/activatenortheastfl
https://www.themissionsociety.org/activatenortheastfl
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/NorthEastDistrictLeadershipTrainingEvent2017-ActivateConference71
http://www.flumc.org/profilesinstructions
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/New+Life+Community+United+Methodist+Church/@30.4367754,-81.7103353,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xc2cd4b2db493aa63?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjo4fWQ3NDQAhWFSyYKHUzSDD0Q_BIIYDAM
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Keystone+United+Methodist+Church/@29.7736073,-82.0523488,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xbcbe67f2cc7934b5!8m2!3d29.7736073!4d-82.0523488
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I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and disposal. 
And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
you are mine and I am yours. So be it. 
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 
 
 

Amen, and 
All God’s love, 

 
 
Jay Therrell, Superintendent 


