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Dear North East District Family, 
 
2017 has gotten off to an exciting start for many of our faith communities! I’m excited to see how 
many of you are trying to find new ways to engage the culture around you. The Good News of Jesus 
never changes, but the method with which we share it has to. 
 
As we seek to reach our vision of a vibrant connection of faith communities and leaders (laity and 
clergy) that are making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, I want to let you 
know about some important upcoming events. 
 

1. On Tuesday, March 7 and Thursday, March 9, at 7pm, we will host our laity town hall meetings 
for our district. In the early fall, I visited every faith community in our district. Some of those 
visits included laity, some did not. I want to create a specific time to engage with our laity and 
let them ask questions. No topic is off-limits. You can ask whatever you like.  I’m asking our 
district lay leaders to join me so that we can hear your ideas and share our vision. The first 
gathering will be at New Life Community UMC in Jacksonville. The second will be at Keystone 
UMC in Keystone Heights. We will be providing bulletin inserts for each church to place in their 
bulletins so your laity will know you’re invited. Please share this info with them. We’ll distribute 
them at the Activate Conferences. I hope to see you there! 
 

2. Our next district ministry team meeting (formerly known as clergy team meeting) will be on 
February 22, from 11:30am until 3pm, at Fleming Island UMC. The topic of the meeting will 
focus on Fresh Expressions. Matt Harrell, the Conference’s coordinator for Fresh Expressions, 
will join us and do excellent training. Other clergy and laity from our district who are doing 
Fresh Expressions will join him. All full-time clergy are required to attend, but I’d like to 
encourage you to invite one or two laity from your church who might be interested in learning 
more about Fresh Expressions. I have found that many of our folks aren’t quite sure what Fresh 
Expressions is all about. Others are calling existing ministries Fresh Expressions that really 
aren’t. This is a brown bag event, so please bring your own lunch. Please click here to register. 
(Clergy, if you can’t make it, please email or call me directly to request an excused absence.) 
 

3. I want to continue to lift up to you our Super-Charged Charge Conference on November 11, 
from 9am until 12pm at Crossroad Church UMC. We’re trying something new, and I realize that 
as the old proverb goes, “The only person who likes change is a baby with a wet diaper.” That 
said, I also ask that you have an open mind and be joyfully flexible. Our design team for the 
event has already been meeting, and I think has put together an amazing gathering. We will 
celebrate our Veterans that day along with casting vision, worship, commissioning our lay 
servants, certified lay ministers, and new certified candidates for ordained/licensed ministry, 

https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/NEDistrictMinistryGatheringFebruary2017
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set salaries, and elect officers. We’ll share more about how it will work at our ministry team 
meeting in February. Please remember for this to work it has to be mandatory for every church, 
no exceptions. Please do not schedule something else for your church on that morning. If you 
have questions, please let me know. Thanks, in advance, for your patience and understanding. 

 
As Moses was telling Israel that they were about to cross over into a new land, he shared with them 
these words from Deuteronomy 31:6, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified…for 
the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” We are facing a brave 
new world, but God goes with us. Be assured of that! Be strong and courageous! 
 
All God’s love, 
      

 
Jay 

 


