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Greetings from the Iliff School of Theology in Denver, Colorado.  We wish you blessings as 
together we share the work of strengthening the Church and offering a compassionate presence 
to the World.   

The Iliff School of Theology’s commitment to the Wesleyan ethos of providing hopeful, 
intellectually alive, and spiritually grounded theological education for each and every student over 
the course of their lifetime continues.  Iliff’s identity is focused on educating leaders for three 
primary publics:  the world, the church, and the academy.  At Iliff, we refuse to choose between 
being a training home only for ministerial candidates, a center only for activists and scholar-
activists, or a school only for academics.  We believe all three are inseparable and enhance one 
another as we deliberately situate ourselves in the world and critically operate out of the world’s 
complexities. 

As such, we recognize that the world’s religious landscape is changing and there is much at stake.  
Iliff recently completed its strategic plan, revised its curriculum, transformed its library, and 
initiated new relationships with other institutions.  In collaboration with the people of Africa, we’ve 
started a discussion with Africa University (AU) to foster an educational alliance that will benefit 
Iliff and AU students.  We have also joined a multi-institutional collaboration facilitated by the 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry and the HANA Scholarship to create a pipeline 
for Hispanic students from United Methodist related secondary schools and historically black 
colleges leading to graduate level theological education.  

Iliff’s enrollment continues to be strong with 365 students joining us this academic year, 60% 
female and 40% male, 35% Methodist – all actively engaged in a host of ministry contexts.  Their 
interest continues to be strong in Iliff’s online and hybrid classes.  A concerted move by Iliff to 
reduce student debt and grow the ability of students to lead financially sound, engaged 
communities continues with many MDIV students participating in the Spiritually-Integrated 
Financial Resiliency Program, funded by a $250,000 grant from the Lilly Endowment.   

Iliff’s numerous events for area clergy and supporters remains part of our foundation.  Via forums 
and conferences on social justice, food justice, the role of faith in politics, environmental 
stewardship, theology and disability inclusion, and more.  Campus speakers included Rev. Gerald 
Durley, nationally-known civil rights leader and this year’s Jameson Jones Preacher, Heather 
Jarvis, student debt reduction advocate, and more.   Our efforts were duly noted by McCormick 
Theological Seminary’s Center for Faith and Service when we were named as one of the nation’s 
“Seminaries That Change the World” and our Master’s of Theology Program was ranked seventh 
in the nation by OnlineColleges.net.     

We welcomed two new scholars to our faculty this year, Rev. Dr. Jennifer Leath, Assistant 
Professor of Religion and Social Justice and ordained in the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and Rev. Michelle Watkins-Branch, Gerald L. Schlessman Professor in Methodist Studies and  
Assistant Professor of Theology and ordained in the United Methodist Church. 

We continue to look forward with a courageous theological imagination.  We are sincerely grateful 
for your support of theological education and the Ministerial Education Fund.  
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