
                                                       
 
 
 

Dear Colleagues in the Ministry of Jesus Christ, 
 
 

“… Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’” 
The Gospel of Luke 23: 34 

 

I continue to wonder, what if they did know. The people who crucified Jesus. No excuses for ignorance or being 
helplessly swept up in God’s larger plan of salvation. What if they did know? Knew the nails would tear flesh, strike 
nerve and crack bone? Knew the horror of gasping, ragged breath and slow suffocation amidst horrid pain and 
agonizing thirst? Would Jesus have forgiven them still?  
 

I believe the terrorists who flew airplanes into the World Trade Center and Pentagon, and who crashed the fourth 
plane into a field, knew what they were doing. Knew enough to know. Could we, can we, have we prayed Jesus’ 
prayer? Writing this now I realize I have never prayed it until I have owned it as the desire of my heart. 
 

Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela wanted to know. A decade ago she served as a member of the Human Rights Violations 
Committee, an arm of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa bringing together perpetrators and 
victims, seeking a way forward other than retribution and bloodshed. Seeking healing. She extensively interviewed the 
man given the grim nickname: “Prime Evil;” Eugene de Kock, implicated in a number of vicious tortures and murders of 
black South Africans. In the course of these interviews, which became conversations, she witnessed the dawning of 
his remorse and the awakening of his humanity. And her own empathy. She began to grieve the spiritual forces, 
embedded in the evils of apartheid that de-humanized de Kock so that he de-humanized others.  
 

Reflecting upon her encounters with de Kock, and others of several races who participated in brutal apartheid crimes, 
she wrote these words: “… Forgiveness does not overlook the deed; it rises above it. ‘This is what it means to be 
human,’ it says, ‘I cannot and will not return the evil you inflicted on me.’ And that is the victim’s triumph.” A Human 
Being Died That Night, pg. 117 
 

The tenth anniversary of the terrorist attacks of September 11 will be observed in many ways this coming 
Sunday.  My hope is that those of us who walk in the Way of our Savior and Brother, Jesus, will reflect upon the evil of 
that day and all that has transpired since. I hope you will lead others to reflect, too, seeking a response that honors our 
Christian faith and our national character.  
 

I leave you with what I believe is one of the finest expressions of our national character ever written, spoken to a 
nation wracked by death and destruction and shrill calls for retribution and recompense: 
 

“With malice toward none, and charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, 
let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall 
have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just 
and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.”  

Abraham Lincoln, excerpt from the Second Inaugural Address 
 
God bless America. 
 

Yours in faith and hope and love, 

Tim Smiley 
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 A Message from the Council of Bishops 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Tenth Anniversary of 9/11 
 
On behalf of the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church I greet you in the name of Jesus 

the Christ in whom “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven….” (Colossians 1:19-20, NRSV) 

 
On this, the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the tragedy of September 11, 2001, I call United 

Methodists and all people of faith to a renewed commitment to ministry of reconciliation, and to being 
witnesses of God’s love and grace for and in the whole world. As people of faith we approach this 
anniversary with the gifts of both memory and hope. 

 
None of us who watched in shock and horror as the events unfolded on that fateful day in New York, 

Pennsylvania and Washington DC will ever forget the images. We remember the innocent lives that were lost 
on that day. We remember the first responders who put their lives on the line to provide assistance in the 
midst of the devastation. We remember the ways in which the world reached out to embrace us in our pain 
and grief. And we remember the generous outpouring of more than $20 million through the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief and our “Love in the Midst of Tragedy” special offerings. 

 
Even as we recall all of these events of a decade ago, we are also a people whose faith and hope in 

Christ Jesus turns our hearts and lives toward the future. We proclaim the Resurrection message that the 
future belongs to God’s reconciled new creation, and we live toward that time when the dividing walls of 
hostility will come down and God will wipe away every tear, and death will be no more. In a world of violence 
and revenge, of suspicion and fear, of mistrust and hatred, we dare to proclaim an alternative vision known 
throughout Scriptures as God’s Shalom. We believe that God works for good in all things, and that the 
goodness and mercy of God can overcome even the most tragic events and experiences in this world. 

 
In the days and weeks ahead, communities will be marking this anniversary in a variety of ways, and 

we urge our churches to lead in planning for and providing services of worship and prayer. Let us build 
bridges of trust and reconciliation through these services by inviting and encouraging people of all faiths to 
come together for prayer. Let us work for personal and social holiness by practicing John Wesley’s General 
Rules for the people called Methodist, especially to do no harm and to do good. Let us seek to restore a 
sense of hope for the future by praying for and working for the healing of broken relationships. Let us 
remember that day of pain, suffering, and grief; but let us also seek to bind up the wounds and renew our 
efforts to work for peace with justice. 

 
Above all else let us live as faithful followers of the Prince of Peace and, in the words of the author of 

the Letter to the Colossians: “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other….” (Colossians 3:12-13, NRSV) May our memory and our hope unite to move all 
of us toward peace and inspire us to live with compassion, confidence and courage. 
 
 
Larry M. Goodpaster, President 
The Council of Bishops 
The United Methodist Church 
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Rev. Dr. Stephen R. Herbert, VP-Exec. Director 
 

 
 

The members of the District Committee of New Church Development have volunteered to be present at as 
many Charge Conferences as possible to share briefly about this exciting ministry within our district and answer 
any questions you may have. 
 
Below is a brief overview of what the North East District Committee on New Church Development has 
provided the first half of 2011. 
 
To begin with, I’d like you to know the breadth and depth of our North East District Committee on New Church 
Development. It’s composed of our District Superintendent, the Conference Executive Director of New Church 
Development, our District Business Administrator, District Lay Leader, District Accountant, five clergy currently 
serving churches (three pastors who very successfully started new churches many years ago, a third is currently 
a New Church Start pastor), a CPA, a general contractor, a developer, and a retired attorney.  Beyond having a 
wide variety of professionals managing our new church starts/missions, this group has a burning passion for 
planting churches. 
 
Our district has had many blessings so far this year in New Church Development. One of our new church starts, 
River of Life, earned their Charter in May!  
 
We presently have two strong ministries: Harmony New Church Start, led by Rev. Marguerite Matthews, and, our 
new Hispanic Mission led by Pastor German Melan, which is within the congregation of Faith UMC, Rev. Barry 
Andrews, Senior Pastor.  The New Church Development Committee managed another congregation through a 
merger with a mother church; both congregations and pastors are blessed for the new relationship. We also 
were able to help an ethnic mission pastor who was unable to meet the United Methodist standards find a new 
start for that mission and made the transition seamless as well as beneficial to all involved. 
 
The Lord opened doors for two closed churches that were heavy liabilities for the district, to find new homes.  
One of them was a double-blessing: it was sold to a sister congregation with a truly dedicated spiritual leader. 
Both pastor and congregation are deeply grateful for this facility. 
 
Many people don’t realize the first five years after a church charters they continue under the direction of the New 
Church Development Committee. The New Church Development Committee was able to provide support to one 
of these churches enabling them to markedly improve their ministry. 
 
The balance of 2011 is exciting for our District New Church Development ministry! We have one more closed 
church that is a serious financial burden to the district which we have good reason to believe will be sold this 
year. We also are working toward opening a new church in the Oakleaf community next July. 
 
Thank you for your great support! It would be impossible to fulfill the Lord’s calling in this ministry without that 
support! 
 
As you can see, the North East District New Church Start ministry is vital, energetic, and swiftly moving in the 
right direction! Please don’t forget us in your daily prayers as we continue our commitment to pursue the Great 
Commission. 
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Annual Stewardship Summit 
 
 

All churches are invited to attend the annual stewardship summit on 
Saturday, September 10, 2011 at First UMC Orlando. We’re bringing Phil 
and Janet Jamieson from the University of Dubuque, authors of “Ministry 
and Money,” as our keynote speakers.  For more detailed information 
and registration go to  http://fumf.org/AboutFoundation/Events 
 

                                     New Website for Exploring God’s Call 
 
 

The Center for Clergy Excellence has created a new website specifically for  
people considering a call to licensed/ordained ministry. Check it out, and share  
it with others!    www.mycallfl.org 

  

 

 

North East District 
 
 

 
 

    North East District Mission Team is serving in Haiti …   

     This week a district mission team, led by the Rev. Hollie Tapley, Memorial UMC, Fernandina Beach, is    
     serving in the coastal town of Petit-Goâve, one of Haiti’s oldest cities. It is located about 42 miles southwest  
     of Port-au-Prince.  The epicenter of the devastating January 2010 earthquake was located quite near and  
     under the town.   
     
    The district team is assisting Haitian workers in re-building a library building between a church sanctuary and   
    school.  The team left for Haiti on Saturday, September 3rd, and will return Saturday, September 10th. 

1. Please pray for our team this week. 
2. Please call upon team members to come and bear witness to their mission experience in Haiti; this is 

a key part of the initial team’s commitment – to return and share their story and the story of our United 
Methodist presence in Haiti. Contact Rev. Tapley to schedule a speaker. 

3. Pray and consider your call to serve on a mission team to Haiti. 
 
Thank you to the churches and members of the North East District who contributed to the district mission 
team.  
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This was an astounding success in 2010. The women who attended in 2010 gave this conference rave reviews 
and left asking, “When can we do this again!”  This conference provides African-American women clergy and 
laity an opportunity to strengthen their leadership skills for ministry and to promote and practice self-care 
specifically as it relates to living as African-American Christian women.  
 
While here, learn the foundation and importance of having your own program of self-care to form a more solid 
footing for more excellent ministry whether you are clergy or laity.  Furthermore, you will have opportunities to 
network and build stronger bonds with other women throughout the church.   

 
During this conference, the following topics will be explored and connections with living one’s faith 
demonstrated:  

 Addressing Racism, sexism and sexual harassment in church and society 
 Women’s Health Issues: Stress, Depression and Cardiovascular Disease 
 Making Relationships Work: Personal and Professional 
 Leadership Styles: Living with Grace-filled Authority 

In addition to addressing these issues, this conference will be a time of inspiring and powerful worship led by 
successful and inspiring leaders such as Rev. Candace Lewis, Rev.  Dr. Renita Thomas, Ms.  Jennifer Davis, 
Rev. Dr. Sherry Austin, Rev. Dr. Sheron Patterson and Rev. Telley Gadson.  Others are to be announced. We 
are encouraging women from all over the Southeastern Jurisdiction and beyond to be a part of this life-
transforming experience. The participants will come away with new insights to help them use their gifts for even 
greater glory to God and draw even closer to God and to their sisters in Christ. For registration and 
additional information, please visit: 

www.lakejunaluska.com/african-american-women 
Pam Naplen, Event Registrar  

pnaplen@lakejunaluska.com or 828-454-6656 
 

The Strong Black Woman: Poised with Grace-Filled Authority 
The African-American Women’s Leadership Conference 

September 15-17, 2011  

2011 Charge Conference Information 
 
Charge/Church Conference season is upon us once again.  The forms became available on the 
Conference Web Page on August 25th. Please review the District Specific forms. All forms are due in the 
district office by Friday, October 7, 2011. If your charge conference is scheduled prior to October 7th 
forms are due in the District office at least one week before.  There have been some changes for this 
year – We will be covering all of these in detail at the Administrative Assistants training event September 
20, 2011.  [Click Here] for your charge conference forms. 
 

http://www.flumc2.org/ccforms/district/16
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Local Church Administrative Assistant Appreciation and Training  
Tuesday, September 20, 2011 

8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m 
 

Swaim UMC 
1620 Naldo Avenue 

Jacksonville, FL 32207 
 

Local Church Business Administrators, Administrative Assistants, Secretaries or Laity interested in 
assisting the church with reports. You are invited to attend an appreciation luncheon and training. In our 
time together we will combine fellowship and relationship building with Administrative Staffs throughout the 
NE District and provide training in topics such as local church use of the conference website, charge 
conference forms, and year end statistical reports.  
 

Please plan to join us, and register by clicking on the button below.  
 

 

     Lay Servant Ministries Training 
       September 23 & 24, 2011 
      (both days required) 
 

Friday, 6:30pm-9:00pm 
               Saturday, 8:30am-4:00pm 
 
      Oak Crest United Methodist Church 
                5900 Ricker Road 
           Jacksonville, FL  32244 

The course fee is $30.00 which includes materials and lunch. Registration will begin at 6:00pm on 
Friday evening with the first session starting at 6:30pm.  

The basic course will qualify the participant as a Local Church Lay Servant. In this course you will be 
encouraged to recognize and employ personal spiritual gifts for the church in order to use them as God 
fully intended. The course will be taught by Kathy Walther, CLS and Sue Crews, CLS  

There will be two Advance Classes:  

Lay Pastoral Care Giving - How do we learn to care for others in the community- whether the 
community of faith or extended community? This course will be taught by Timothy Farabaugh  

Prayer - An in-depth look at the Lay Servant's Prayer Life. We will stress the following things: Learning 
more about prayer in order to feel more comfortable when leading in prayer, strengthening our calling 
as prayer leaders, and developing our personal relationship with Jesus through prayer. This course will 
be taught by Gloria Short, CLS  

 Click here for event brochure or for more information contact Gwen Dube’, District Lay Servant 
Ministries Director at (904)751-4912 or email ggdube@comcast.net . 

 

 

http://www.flumc2.org/registrations/register/139
http://www.flumc2.org/console/files/oEvent_Calendar_EUXQLB/Sept_2011_Lay_Servant_Brochure_K7EVFCVQ.pdf
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DLC Celebrates 22 years! 

In 1989, Executive Director, Amy Buggle was working as a special education teacher.  
She had been recently awarded Teacher of the Year and chaired a committee to find 
services for children with special needs.  Day care was simply not available to this 
population. With the help of Murray Hill United Methodist Church, Amy founded DLC 
Nurse & Learn. As they grew, DLC began offering more services, including, physical 
therapy, occupational therapy and speech therapy.  As more needs were found unmet 
in Jacksonville, DLC added services. Children with medical needs were not allowed in 
other special needs programs, thus DLC hired a Registered Nurse and Nursing 
Assistants. Our special children are now able to attend school and socialize with other 
children. Between the two centers, DLC has cared for more than 1,400 children since 
it was founded.   

Join us in congratulating Amy and the staff on 22 successful years of loving and caring for so many special children! 

 

Methodist Children’s Village, Inc. 
formerly Normandy Village United Methodist Child Care Center 

 

Greetings in the loving name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. It is a privilege to serve as director of 
Methodist Children’s Village, Inc. (MCV), where I have served for more than 29-years. Each day is a new 
opportunity to serve a child by providing early care and education – the mission that we do best. Many of the 
children we serve are of high need, having faced verbal, psychological, emotional, and spiritual abuse at a 
very young age. Through the generosity of donors, we are able to provide services to the children and families 
we serve, so that they may be prepared to positively move forward in life.  
 

At Methodist Children’s Village, we believe: 
 

 Children are an important part of God’s Creation. In His world there are no unwanted children.  
 Before five years of age, children establish the building blocks for thinking, for learning, and for positive 

social interactions that will affect their lives and our community for a lifetime. 
 Family support takes many forms, including coordinating services, modeling parenting skills, giving 

guidance and engaging in problem-solving. 
 Family outcomes include healthy child development, improved parenting skills and improved 

interpersonal skills among family members. 
 

Your prayers and support are needed, as this is a time of great challenges. The cycle of poverty, the crime 
rate and the drop-out crisis capture the headlines and minds of us all.  
 

Together, we have the opportunity to be part of the solution by giving a young child the start they need. Your 
gift will help prepare a child for kindergarten, giving him/her a better opportunity to escape the poverty cycle 
and lead a life of prosperity. I would like to give special thanks to the churches already committed to sharing 
their love and care with our children: Arlington, First, Jacksonville, Ft. Caroline, Good Shepherd, Lake Shore, 
Ortega, St. Paul, Southside, Swaim Memorial, and Wesconnett. 
 

Please consider joining us in our mission. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift. May He always find us 
faithful. 
 

Ginger I. Lee, M.Ed. 
Methodist Children’s Village, Inc. 
7915 Herlong Road 
Jacksonville, Florida 32210 
(904) 783-1681 
gingervillage@bellsouth.net 
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                                                              Associate District Lay Leader  
 
                                               Rose Muller was born in South Carolina and reared in Jacksonville,        
                                                   Florida. At an early age she received her Christian experience at             
                                                   Simpson Memorial United Methodist Church in Jacksonville, Florida        
                                                   and has remained faithful and loyal to Christian discipleship. 
 

   She attended the public schools of Duval County. After graduation,  
   she matriculated to Benedict College, earned a Bachelor of Science 
  degree in Business Education and the degree of Master’s of Education   
  from Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University. Rose also served 
  as an educator in the Duval County Public Schools as teacher,  
  supervisor and assistant principal. 

She has served diligently in many capacities such as Chairman, Church Council and Staff Parish 
Relations Committee, member of the Northeast District Leadership Team, Lay Delegate, Florida 
Conference, and other Christian areas of need. 
 

She is married and has one son, Samuel. She always employs the spiritual gifts of discernment, 
leadership, devotion, and commitment in all her endeavors. 
 

Please join us in welcoming Rose Muller to the North East District as Associate District Lay Leader. 
 

 

Men’s October Spiritual Retreats 
 
 

Dear Friends, Don’t miss out on one of these enriching events. 
 
This is just a reminder that the Men’s October Spiritual Retreats are just weeks away. Space is still available 
and registration is still open, for all three weekends. Full information and registration forms are available at: 
www.ummflconf.org or call Don & Sue Heishman, Registrars 877-815-3692 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE 
 
Don Heishman 
Florida Conference 
United Methodist Men 
PO Box 93370 
Lakeland FL 33804 
dheishman@verizon.net 
877-815-3692 
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Methodists United in Prayer 
 

Cuba Mission Opportunity 
The Florida Conference has been actively involved with the Cuba Methodist Church for decades. Since 1997, the 
mission connection has been coordinated by Methodists United in Prayer (formerly called the Cuba-Florida Covenant). 
The Cuba Methodist Church is on fire and we help to feed the flames. 
 
Our District is paired with the Havana District in Cuba. Some 23 churches from in and around Havana link with our 
churches. Mission trips, prayer, pastor visits, medicine, and financial support all play a role. 
 
Many of our District Churches do a great job supporting their sister churches. In fact, we were blessed with four visiting 
Cuba pastors over the last year (more than any other District) and we sent eight people from Jacksonville to Havana.  
But we have some work to do. Of the 23 churches in Havana, 15 enjoy strong connections here; four churches have 
struggling connections, and four more are totally unconnected. 
 
The Cuba church is growing by leaps and bounds, with new missions constantly being formed.  But they need our help.  
Resources are scarce; medicines, and at times, food, are in short supply.  The average Cuban earns only $25 per 
month. 
 
We expect that recently relaxed travel restrictions will allow more mission caravans this year.  We need your help 
NOW.  If you are looking for a great mission opportunity, please get in touch about becoming a sister church. You will 
see immediate, tangible results from a modest investment of time and money. 
 
George Reed        
District Coordinator    
george.reed@pv-umc.org  
      
Facebook: Methodists United in Prayer 
Facebook: Pastores Iglesia Metodista en Cuba 
Iglesia Metodista en Cuba 
La Sierra 
Cuba Florida 

Early Response Team (ERT) Training 
 
NOTE: Community Arise Training is required before taking ERT Training. 
 

Early Response Teams (ERT) are self-contained teams who enter a disaster zone at the invitation of local 
emergency management officials.  ERT’s offer a Christian presence and are trained to provide various 
types of physical, emotional and spiritual assistance to disaster survivors. ERT’s are registered with the 
Disaster Recovery Ministry of the Florida Conference and Disaster Recovery coordinates team placement 
with emergency management to get help where it is needed most after a disaster.  
 

The two-day ERT training focuses on types, phases and levels of a disaster and explains what is meant by 
early response. It also covers spiritual and emotional care, support from the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR), faith-based response in disaster, and team leadership needs and equipment. 
Attendees receive a disaster response manual, T-shirt and badges identifying them as trained early 
responders for the Florida Conference and UMCOR. 
 

COST:  $30 per person/$40 per couple and includes housing, three meals, T-shirt, background check, 
ERT badges and manual. MUST BE 18 OR OLDER.  
 

October 28 and 29, 2011 – Warren Willis Camp, Fruitland Park, Florida 
Training begins Friday evening at 5:30 and ends Saturday afternoon at 4:00. 

For more information or to register, please visit www.flumc.org/DisasterRecovery and follow the links to 
Early Response Team Training. 
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GREAT FLORIDA TREASURE HUNT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know that the State of Florida Department of Financial Services, Bureau of 
Unclaimed Property, holds unclaimed accounts valued at more than $1 billion, mostly from 
dormant accounts in financial institutions, insurance and utility companies, securities and 
trust holdings. Unclaimed Property also includes tangible property such as jewelry, coins, 
currency, stamps, historical items and other miscellaneous articles, from safe deposit 
boxes.  Both individuals and businesses may have funds that have been “forgotten” and as 
a result wound up with the Bureau of Unclaimed Property.  If you want to know if your 
church is due money as a result of unclaimed funds check out the official website, 
www.fltreasurehunt.org  At this site you will also be given instructions for filing a claim for 
any funds that are due.  There is no fee involved in this process.    
 

 
 

 
Spiritually-guided, uplifting worship services led by Juddy Karei, Asbury Seminary student from Kenya who 
will educate and inspire you. Special sessions designed for mates who are young or new to ministry, those 
who are suffering from "moves anxiety," dealing with child-rearing issues, major life changes, or simply in 
need . . . Interesting discussion sessions led by mates who have been in ministry for 10+ years. Fun and 
engaging breakout sessions designed to suit most everyone's taste!  
 
Can't join us for the whole weekend, but still want to come? Sign up for the one-day retreat! Partial 
scholarships will be available for first-time attendees and mates with financial needs. [Click Here] the 
brochure OR register ONLINE. 
 
For more information, send us an email at FLUMC-mates@cfl.rr.com or send us a message on our Facebook 

page under "Florida Conference UM Ministers' Mates"     

31st Annual Clergy/Ministers’ Mates Retreat 
Friday, November 4 to Sunday, November 6, 2011 
Florida UM Life Enrichment Center, Fruitland Park 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=a87irlcab&et=1107345599076&s=1393&e=001P190hik39hD9Jmk7_iOv5oBz0liwfTKa5mvoL4-yt-nakYZ-1d5nmqosr97JjvqAmsz-1oaEe1d8HgGPcolsoYWapk2nTLKRAqX4u_z9oNrJjZ4-S6P4fifd4ZPVBQoSikinCV7vXyXaLvxHI4np_maUe-jgHhWTvIAKyxTdQiU2vcUNOjtHOhap8E8OVH-m
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=a87irlcab&et=1107345599076&s=1393&e=001P190hik39hArS60yfh2x696nvY2quME6gztv0b0oIie-bzEc9HkIHZKFmzGNk2ZDBj-1U82_oo994vHj1Rn3_6LvYBnTilJMhtG6IputldmwB_OCspUW-bH2MCf3n9zAx0yNjQTVTbY=
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Classifieds/Employment Opportunities 

Volunteer Keyboardist Wanted for Praise and Worship Band… Perhaps you have this talent, equipment 
and desire for this type of ministry. We play every Sunday evening at our service from 6 pm - 7pm. We 
practice every Sunday afternoon from 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm. We faithfully commit and volunteer our time and 
talents to this ministry. Please call Garden City United Methodist Church at 904-764-4627 or email 
gcumc1@yahoo.com . 
 

Christ UMC Neptune Beach is looking for a new safe to set up a drop box system for handling cash that is 
received during pumpkin patch and other outside activities. If your church is changing safes or looking to get 
rid of your safe please contact us at 904-249-5370. 

Save the date!  October 15, 2011 
 

Dr. Trudy Rankin will present, Spiritual Pilgrims, Jung & St. Threse at Avondale UMC, Jacksonville. Trudy 
suggests reading the book before this gathering.   
 
Cost $25 which includes lunch. Time: 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  For more information email Frances Jennings 
at fyjennings@bellsouth.net or Avondale United Methodist Church at office@aumcjax.org 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT POSITION  
 
Arlington UMC is seeking an Administrative Assistant with a target hire date of Dec. 1, 2011. We are looking for 
an individual with a minimum of three years experience as a secretary or administrative assistant; organized; 
excellent written and verbal communication skills; competent in the use of office computer systems, office 
equipment and contemporary office management software programs (Word, ACS, Microsoft Office Publisher, 
Power Point, Excel, etc); and must be a professing and practicing person of the Christian faith, with 
membership in the United Methodist Church, desired. Includes benefits and a salary range around $25-27K 
depending on experience and education. Send resumes to office@arlington-umc.org or fax to (904) 744-7450. 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 
September 2011 

*Recurring Monthly Reports 
5   Labor Day Holiday Conference and District Offices Closed 
 

12  Congregational Excellence Team Meeting 1pm at Spring Glen UMC 
  

20   NE District’s Local Church Administrative Assistant Training, 8:30am-2:00pm at     
        Swaim Memorial UMC 
 

26    District New Church Development Committee Meeting, 10 a.m. District Office 
 

26  District Leadership Council Meeting at Orange Park UMC at 7 p.m. 
 
October 2011 

*Recurring Monthly Reports 
16  Health Insurance Adoption Agreement - All churches must return the adoption  

agreement found at the bottom of the document either agreeing to participate or 
waiving participation in the Health Benefits Plan for Lay Employees in 2012. 
Eligible Clergy are required to participate. Click here for more information. 

 

24   District New Church Development Committee Meeting, 10 a.m. District Office 
 

24   District Leadership Council Meeting at Orange Park UMC at 7 pm 
 

31   Clergy Assessment Process “Understanding our Ministry Together.” The   
       clergy assessment process for 2011 is available online at www.flumc.org under  
       the Ministries Tab: Center for Clergy Excellence. Clergy and the Staff/Pastor 
       Parish Relations Committees should meet in the fall to complete this process. The   
       report is due to the District Office every year by Oct. 31. Click here for more   
       information. 
 

31  Continuing Education – Complete in conjunction with the Clergy Assessment  
      Process; Due to the District Office every year by October 31st. 
 
November 2011 

*Recurring Monthly Reports 
1  Equitable Compensation Forms – Due to Center for Clergy Excellence Office 

for churches requesting funds. 
 

11   Veterans Day Holiday Conference and District Offices Closed 
 
14   Congregational Excellence Team Meeting, 1p.m. at Spring Glen UMC 
 

24—25 Thanksgiving Conference and District Offices Closed 
 
28   District New Church Development Meeting, 10 a.m. District Office 
 

28   District Leadership Council Meeting at Orange Park UMC at 7 pm 
 

Don’t forget!  
   
Recurring Monthly Reports 
•Missional Vital Signs (e-mail sent to MVS Reporter on the 5th of each month requesting statistics from the previous month). For more 
information contact your District Office. 
              

•Download online Monthly Billing Reports from Florida Conference website 
  - Health Insurance and Pension Statements 
  - Property Casualty and Workers Compensation Insurance Statements 
  - Apportionment Statements 
  

Monthly Billing Reports website: http://www.flumc2.org/monthly_reports.asp  
         

 


