
                                                       
 
 
 

Dear Colleagues in the Ministry of Jesus Christ, 
 
The brilliant British author G.K. Chesterton along with a number of other literary luminaries were asked what one book would they 
want to have with them if they found themselves stranded on a deserted island. “The complete works of Shakespeare,” replied one 
instantly. “The Bible,” said another. “And you?” the questioner inquired of Chesterton. “I would choose Thomas’ Guide to Practical 
Shipbuilding.”  * 
 

What is essential? What cannot be compromised? What doctrine, action, political or economic philosophy would cause you to break 
fellowship with another person or leave the communion of friendship or connection in Jesus Christ? Abortion? Capital Punishment? 
The Tea Party? Socialism? Racist words and actions?  Was America founded as a Christian nation or a secular nation‐state? The 
Trinity? Jesus is the Son of God, crucified and resurrected and ascended? The resurrection is true whether it happened historically or 
as a metaphor for new creation?  
 

Our national conversation is rancorous and polarizing. I find it ironic that “conservative” and “liberal” United Methodists accuse each 
other of promoting political and economic “social agendas” wearing scriptural mandate clothing. Episcopalian (and now 
Presbyterian) congregations break away from denominational communion in response to their governing body’s acceptance of 
persons for ordination who are homosexual, in a relationship, and not practicing celibacy.  We just returned from our own Annual 
Conference in which our workbook contained several extensively drafted resolutions offering scriptural and philosophical 
foundations and asking our conference to take specific actions regarding abortion. Recently I became part of a conversation in which 
it was proposed that General and Jurisdictional delegation nominees be asked if they believed in the inerrancy and infallibility of 
scripture. Bishop Will Willimon has been a driving force behind creating “measures” of accountability for pastors and churches 
(www.christiancentury.org) – does this help us capture “essentials”?  
 

On the one hand, John Wesley is oft quoted: “In essentials, unity; in non‐essentials, liberty; and, in all things, charity.” ** If Wesley is 
not the actual source for this quote, I do believe it captures the essence of his sermon, “Catholic Spirit.” On the other hand, Wesley 
often wrote of these essentials: “Have a constant eye to the analogy of faith; the connexion and harmony there is between those 

grand, fundamental doctrines (emphasis mine), Original Sin, Justification by Faith, the New Birth, Inward and Outward Holiness.” ***  

 

So, colleagues, what do you say is “essential” and “non‐negotiable” within our United Methodist connexion? We self‐define our own 
personal “essentials,” and the consequences of so believing and acting, and we also guide our churches in coming to self‐definition. 
As part of a greater connexion we seek to understand our historic biblical and practical “essentials” which inform our personal 
corporate stand.  
 

My own perception is this: we live confidently and practice radical hospitality best when we come to clarity about “essentials,” for 
this clarity allows us to engage others of a different mind and heart with a generous catholic spirit.  
 

Yours in faith and hope and love, 

Tim 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
*
      Sources for this are many, but the first time I read this story I believe it was cited by either Jim Harnish or John Ortberg.  
**  Go to http://deeplycommitted.com/2010/09/02/wesley‐didnt‐say‐it‐unity‐liberty‐charity/

  
for a research revelation on this quote. 

*** 
John Wesley. Preface to Explanatory Notes upon the Old Testament EDINBURGH, April 25, 1765. 
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Please be praying for these colleagues and their families, and be sure to welcome them when they arrive with a 
text, email, card or call. The district office staff can assist you with contact information. 
 
Christ, Neptune Beach  Rev. William Beebe  
Community, Lake Como  Pastor Larry Case 
Faith Hispanic Ministry  Pastor German Melan  
First, Baldwin/First, Lake Butler Rev. Dan Search  
Grace, Lawtey    Rev. Joe Hofer 
Grace, St. Augustine, Associate  Rev. Jim Walker 
Greater Bell, Brooker   TBA  
Highlands, Jacksonville  Rev. Frank Fitzsimmons  
Keystone, Keystone Heights  Rev. Nick Godun 
Lakewood, Associate    Rev. Eric Williams 
Mt. Moriah, Jacksonville  Rev. Magadelene McDuffie 
Murray Hill, Jacksonville  Rev. Carmen Arnett 
New Life Community, Jacksonville Rev. La Ronda Barnes 
Oak Crest/Good Shepherd  Rev. Jerry Carris  
River of Life, Jacksonville  Rev. Casey Neely 
Simpson Memorial, Jacksonville Rev. Lawrence Barriner 
St. James, Palatka   Rev. Donald Hanna 
Yulee UMC    Rev. Charlie Sward 
Christ, Hastings   Pastor Steve Painter, appointed March 2011 
 
We say goodbye to: 
Nancy Stiles, to Edgewater UMC in Deltona  email: nancy.stiles@flumc.org 
Mark Stiles, First UMC, New Smyrna Beach    email: mark.stiles@flumc.org  
Bill Olewiler, re-retiring from Community, Lake Como  email: bill.olewiler@flumc.org 
Debbie Halcomb, caring for ill husband and mother         email: Deborah.halcomb@flumc.org  
Don Thompson, to Waukeenah/Lamont, NW district   email: don.thompson@flumc.org  
Gloria Brown, caring for ill mother     email: gloria.brown@flumc.org  
Don Corbit, to First UMC, Boynton Beach    email: don.corbit@flumc.org 
Steve Hart, to First UMC, Port St Johns     email: steve.hart@flumc.org    
Nate Boles, to disability leave     email: nathan.boles@flumc.org  
Kim Saal, to Assoc. Dir., Fl. Conf. New Church Dvlpmt.  email: kim.saal@flumc.org  
Moses Johnson, to Oak Grove/Manhattan Av., Tampa email: moses.johnson@flumc.org  
Hardy Sandlin, to Community UMC, Casselberry  email: hardy.sandlin@flumc.org  
Raymond Clotaire, First Haitian Mission closed   email: rayclotaire@ymail.com  

 
NEW APPOINTMENTS in 

the North East District 
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DLC NEWS 
Dear Friends of DLC Nurse & Learn, 
 

I am writing to advise you of some new and exciting ways you can help spread the word about 
DLC’s mission.   
 

1.  We recently set up a page on Facebook.  Simply search DLC and “Like” us! 
 
2.  Share news about DLC receiving the Blue Sapphire Award by forwarding the following link:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3oazy-dg-4  
 

3.  Check out our Grounds Beautification Appeal on WeGive.org at  
http://wegive.org/look/projectsearch.asp  
 

4. Share our new brochure with your friends, acquaintances or business associates.  Call the office 
at (904) 387-0370 and we will arrange to get them to you.   
 

Thank you for your continued support!  We look forward to another great summer. 
 

God Bless, 
 

Amy Buggle 
Executive Director 
 

Lockmiller Endowment for Children Grants 
 

Since 2009, the Children’s Coalition has awarded grants to churches and agencies for programs that reach out into the 
community to meet the needs of children and their families in economic and/or social stress through the Lockmiller 
Endowment for Children. This year the grants were primarily focused on points  2, 4,6, and 7 of the Ten Point Plan to 
End Childhood Hunger. Here is the link for more information. 
http://www.flimpact.org/partnership/documents/2008/2008-TenPointPlan-Summary.pdf 
 
We can be proud to know that the following churches in our District were chosen to receive grant money towards 
continuing to reach out and minister to children in need in their communities. We ask that you continue to learn about 
and join us in celebrating the ministries of these churches in your District. 
 
Congratulations: 
    New Life Community UMC was awarded $500 towards their summer meal program 
    Glynlea Grace UMC was awarded $500 toward their summer meal program                                                           
    Keystone UMC was awarded $1000 toward their summer meal program                       

                                         

 

 

GLOBAL DAY OF PRAYER 2011 
The world joins the First Coast in Prayer 

Saturday, June 11, 2011 
Jacksonville, Florida 

 
 
Be Part of the Largest Prayer Gathering in the World!  
 
DON’T MISS THE LIVE INTERNATIONAL BROADCAST by GodTV for The Global 
Day of Prayer in Jacksonville Florida, June 11th, 2011 at 6:00 pm eastern at the 
Jacksonville Veteran’s Memorial Arena. There will be a two-day conference at the 
Hyatt Regency for plenary sessions on Prayer, Transformation, Leadership and 
more! For more information go to www.FCGDOP.org  
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NEW CHURCH DEVELOPMENT CORNER! 
Rev. Dr. Stephen R. Herbert, VP-Exec. Director 

 

This month featuring…the newHispanic Mission/Faith UMC! 
Pastor, German Melan (Hispanic Mission pastor) 

Rev. Barry Andrews, Faith UMC Lead Pastor 
Located at 

4000 Spring Park Rd. 
Jacksonville 32207 

phone: 904.737.3555 
 

Sunday, May 22 German Melan was installed as the North East District’s  
                                              Hispanic Mission pastor!   

 
 

 

pictured left-to-right: Rev. Dr. Stephen R. Herbert, VP-Exec. Dir. New Church Development, the North East District;  
Rev. Timothy S. Smiley, District Superintendent, the North East District; German Melan, Hispanic Mission pastor; 
Rev. Barry Andrews, Faith UMC, Lead Pastor;  Rev. Dr.  Mont Duncan, Exec. Dir. New Church Development, the 
Florida Conference;  Rev. Dr. Juan G, Feliciano, Hispanic Director, New Church Development, the Florida 
Conference. 
 
Our new Hispanic Mission is in a unique situation. Typically, a mission develops independently even if it 
meets in the facility of an existing United Methodist Church. However, in this case, Faith UMC is 
incorporating our Jacksonville Hispanic Mission into its membership. Our Hispanic brothers and sisters will 
have their own congregation, raising and managing their own finances, but in fact be a permanent part of the 
Faith UMC congregation. This promises to be an exciting and successful ministry! Congratulations to the 
Faith UMC congregation for their great sense of ministry by inviting the mission to become established 
within the Faith UMC ministry. Congratulations to German for his commitment to the call to ministry as he 
leaves his full time employment in Palm Coast and commutes to Jacksonville for the Kingdom’s sake! 
 

WELCOME, PASTOR GERMAN MELAN!!!!!!!!!! 
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The North East District 

 
 

 
How can we help? 
 
With the recent outbreaks of severe weather around the country, many are wondering what they can do to 
help.  While all of the areas affected are still in Early Response mode, we know that within the next couple of 
months UMVIM teams will be requested for clean-up assistance.  We anticipate that the recovery phase could 
continue for many, many months, if not years.  In the meantime – in response to how can we help : have your 
local church collect cleaning buckets (www.umcor.org), have a special offering and send the money to 
UMCOR, pray for all those touched and whose lives now have been changed forever, attend the next UMVIM 
Team Leader training so that you can lead a team to one of the annual conferences when we are invited to 
come and work.  In great times of need, it is the United Methodist Church, through our connectional system 
that binds us together and calls us all to support one another with our prayers, presence, gifts and service.   
 
Hollie 
North East District UMVIM Coordinator 
Florida Annual Conference UMVIM Chair 
hollie@mumconline.com 

 

                                United Methodist Volunteers in Mission Team Leader Training
                                                    September 10, 2011  9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
                                                           New Covenant UMC – The Villages 
 

   
    
 
  UMVIM Team Leader Training prepares volunteers to lead short-term mission teams to projects 
  in the United States and around the world. You will learn the"ins and outs" of organizing a  
  mission trip. Cost is $25 per person. Participants receive a Team Leader Manual and lunch  
  is included. Please register online at: www.flumc.org/UMVIM. For more information, contact Pam Garrison    
  (800)282-8011 ext. 148 or pgarrison@flumc.org. 

 

Mark Your Calendars   Clergy Team Meetings August 2011 
 

Tuesday August 16th -- 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m (Dinner will be provided) 
First UMC, Starke 

200 N Walnut Street 
Starke, FL  32091 

 
 
 

Thursday, August, 18th – 9 a.m.to 12 noon (lunch will not be provided) 
Ponte Vedra UMC 
76 S Roscoe Blvd 

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32082 
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Grandparents and Me Camp at the Life Enrichment 
Center 

June 27-30 and July 18-21, 2011 
 

 
It is time to register for our annual “Grandparents and Me” camp 
at the Life Enrichment Center.  This special camp, held twice 
each summer, is for grandparents and grandchildren ages 5-11.  
The dates are June 27-30 and July 18-21.  This three day camp 
is a fun time to do camp activities with your grandchild.  
Campfires, swimming, Bible class, crafts and more will be 
offered.  Housing is in our air conditioned rooms.  Please contact 
Lori at LEC - 352-787-0313 or check our website 
(LECretreats.org) for more information.  Bring your grandchild 
to camp this summer. 

 

 

                 Enhancing Worship for the 21st Century Workshop 
                                                            

 Memorial UMC (Fernandina Beach) 
        Saturday, July 16, 2011 
     

                   Dear Fellow United Methodists: 
 
                     Please save the date on Saturday, July 16, 2011.  

            Memorial United Methodist Church will be hosting an inspiring workshop with            
            nationally known Worship Clinician, Dr. Marcia McFee. To register and for more        
            information contact Joan Averett at 904-261-5769 or email joan@mumconline.com    
            

Volunteer Nurses Needed at Summer Camp 
 

Each week during the summer at the Warren Willis UM Camp in Fruitland Park, FL we utilize two nurses to 
serve in ministry to the Campers, Summer Staff, and Adult Volunteers that will be in attendance during 
our Summer Camping program. Nurses can serve for one week up to 10 weeks as a paid position or as a 
volunteer. We are looking for currently licensed (in Florida) RNs or LPNs. For more information please visit 
the Warren Willis Camp website at www.warrenwilliscamp.org (look under Attend, and then click on Camp 
Nurses) or contact Heather Pancoast  or call 352-787-4345 x4151. 
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  “FREE” SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED TO CHURCHES 
(who have not sent campers in over two years) 

 
The Florida Conference Board of Camps and Retreat Ministries is excited to invite you to send children, 
youth or even grandparents to camp this summer on us! We greatly appreciate your church's connectional 
ministry giving, and this is one way to receive it back in ways that will bless the children and youth in your 
neighborhood and/or congregation for years to come. The first 100 requests we receive from the pastors 
of churches in the Florida Conference who have not sent a child or youth to summer camp in the past two 
years will receive $400 to send one or more campers this coming summer ($400 per church). Here's how 
it works:  

1 - You or someone on your staff nominates a worthy camper or campers for this summer from your 
congregation or neighborhood to send to one of our events listed below. Note: It is recommended that 
sending more than one camper helps with the "first-time" experience, to have a friend to share it with. 

 
2 - You then help them fill out a registration form which can be found at www.flumcamps.org for the 
correct location - Warren Willis Camp, the Life Enrichment Center or Riverside Retreat. Send the 
registration form in via internet or mail with a note that you are requesting the "Free Scholarship Offer". 

 
3 - Once we receive the application with the deposit, we will send to the church $400 to apply to the 
remaining balance on the camper's registration. The money will be sent to the church; please make sure it 
goes to help the camper complete the payment of fees for this summer. 

 
4 - The camper enjoys a summer experience that changes lives! They return to church and share their 
story, encouraging more children or youth to attend camp next year! 

For further information on our summer camp programs you can visit the website www.flumcamps.org. 

2011 Summer Missions 
 

Lakeland Area Mission 
June 18-25, 2011 

 

Ocala Area Mission 
July 16-23, 2011 

 

Changing lives, 
Changing churches, 

Changing you. 
 
      There are neighborhoods just like yours with people waiting to feel a touch from God.  There are people 

just like you who want to share God’s love with others, but they are afraid and don’t know how to begin. 
 

      Celebrate Jesus Missions offer opportunities to get out into the neighborhoods and share the love of 
Jesus in invitational ways.  No experience is necessary! 

 
      Volunteer missionaries (that’s YOU!) stay at a host church and work with that church family to          
      offer acts of kindness and prayer to their neighbors.  Activities include handing out free gifts to         
      neighbors, offering free car washes, delivering homemade goodies to local businesses, giving out   
      cold water bottles at parks…..you’ll learn new skills to try at home! 
      Complete an application and send it to our office. Applications available at  www.CJMission.org 

 

Come as an individual, couple or family. Application fee: $150 individual; $50 for each additional family 
member  
 
Celebrate Jesus Inc., PO Box 3386, Orlando, FL  32802-3386 
Phone: (407) 893-7305; E-mail: celebrate.jesus@CJMission.org 
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Disaster Recovery: Churches Should Wait Before Responding To Tornado Damage 
By Pam Garrison, Manager of Disaster Recovery  
 
As news continues to pour in on the devastation and loss of life from the tornadoes that ripped through the 
south, many have asked how they can help. We are in communication with our partners, UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) and UMVIM (United Methodist Volunteers in Mission), and they are in touch 
with the affected conferences to offer support and assistance when requested. 
 
At this time, we are being asked to stand by until the needs assessment process is completed. Please do not 
begin collecting material donations and supplies until we know exactly what, if anything, is needed. 
 
The only volunteers requested at this time are those who have been certified as Early Responders for both the 
Florida Conference and UMCOR. To learn more about this process, please visit 
www.flumc.org/DisasterRecovery  or contact the Disaster Recovery Ministry of the conference at (800) 282-
8011 Ext. 148 or DisasterRecovery@flumc.org. 
 
As Christians, our hearts go out to hurting people and we want to "do" something. Until we have been invited 
by the local authorities to provide volunteers or resources, the very best thing we can do is pray. 
 
We also invite you to give generously to US Spring Storms 2011, UMCOR Emergency Advance #3021326. 
When you give to this UMCOR Advance, you can be assured that 100% of your donation goes to those who 
have been affected by the storms. To learn more, please visit www.umcor.org. 
 
As more information becomes available, it will be posted on the website at www.flumc.org/DisasterRecovery. 

55th Annual Church Music Workshop July 17-22, 2011 
Florida Southern College, Lakeland, Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Florida Chapter of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts is pleased to announce that our 55th 
Annual Church Music Workshop will be held from Sunday afternoon, July 17th through Friday noontime, July 22nd, 2011, 
at Florida Southern College in Lakeland.  
  
Anyone involved in church music or worship planning, both traditional and contemporary, adults or youth, are invited to join 
us. This year's theme, "The Best Table," is based on Rev. Jan Richardson's graphic of the same name. 
  
For more information and for registration information, please visit our website at: www.floridafellowship.org or contact Joan 
FitzGerald, Workshop Chairperson, at joan.fitzgerald@verizon.net. 

The New Minimum Wage Posters 
 
The new minimum wage for Florida goes into effect on June 1, 2011.   I have attached the 
updated Poster should you want to display or have a request from your churches. 
Poster-FL_MinWage2011.doc 
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 Youth Ministry  
Have you heard God’s call to professional Christian service?   
Do you have a passion to see children, youth and their families seek and develop a strong relationship with Christ? 
Is there within you, the spirit of the pioneer seeking to grow God’s kingdom in new and innovative ways?   
Then you need to contact Rev. Marguerite Matthews and be a vital part of God’s great adventure in kingdom building 
as a staff member of Harmony UMC.  We are a new United Methodist Church in the Oceanway area of North 
Jacksonville planting God’s church and celebrating God’s mosaic of people.   The key position will be a person with a 
passion to develop and implement ministry with children and students in middle school and high school.  This person 
will also assist the pastor in developing and implementing relational group ministry that seeks to minister to the whole 
family.  This position is currently a part-time position.  Send your resume to Harmony United Methodist Church at 
harmonyumc@comcast.net or fax your resume to (904) 714-9955. 

Classifieds/Employment Opportunities 

Volunteer Keyboardist Wanted for Praise and Worship Band… Perhaps you have this talent, equipment 
and desire for this type of ministry. We play every Sunday evening at our service from 6 pm - 7pm. We 
practice every Sunday afternoon from 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm. We faithfully commit and volunteer our time and 
talents to this ministry. Please call Garden City United Methodist Church at 904-764-4627 or email 
gcumc1@yahoo.com . 
 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

Now taking applications for a Director of Music Ministries (part time position) for a growing and active church.   We 
are looking for a responsible, mature outgoing, caring Christian, with a spirit of positive cooperation, well versed in 
hymn and anthem music of a traditional nature, who is also able to lead the church toward a more blended service 
involving contemporary music elements, with enthusiasm for working with children.   Must hold a bachelor’s degree 
in music and preferably credits in advanced music history and theory: ability to play keyboard. 
 

Please send resume to Marilyn Boren, Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chairperson, St. Augustine Shores United 
Methodist Church, 724 Shores Boulevard, St. Augustine, FL  32086-7878.  Position available June 1, 
2011 and will be open until filled.  Salary and benefits will be based on verified experience. 

Director of Youth Ministries 
 

Calvary UMC  is looking for a Director of Youth Ministries. It is a part time position with salary. Job description 
and application available through mrmrick@att.net or 272-5731.  
 

 Office Administrator 
 

Calvary UMC at Orange Park is looking to hire a Office Administrator. It will be part time, 8AM to noon, Monday 
through Friday, with hourly pay. Contact Rev. Cornwell for Job Description and Applications at mrmrick@att.net 
or 272-5731. 

Free Books 
If you are interested in books from 20th Century 
Theologians contact the district office at 904-396-3026 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 
June 2011 

*Recurring Monthly Reports 
27   District New Church Development Committee Meeting, 10am District Office 
 
27     District Leadership Council Meeting at Orange Park UMC at 7 p.m. 
 
28     Moving Day 
   
July 2011 

*Recurring Monthly Reports 
4   Conference and District Offices Closed for Independence Day 
 
18   Congregational Excellence Committee Meeting, 1 p.m. at Spring Glen UMC 
 
25     District New Church Development Committee Meeting, 10 a.m. District Office 
 
25     District Leadership Council Meeting at Orange Park UMC at 7 p.m. 
 
August 2011 

*Recurring Monthly Reports 
15-31 Annual Ministry Protection Property and Casualty Insurance Review (Annual 

Survey) 
 
15-31 Annual Workers Compensation Salary Survey. Complete on-line. 
 
16      Clergy Team Meeting, 6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. First UMC, Starke 
 
18      Clergy Team Meeting, 9:00 a.m.-12noon, Ponte Vedra UMC 
 
19-21 Lay Servant Ministries Fifteen Annual Conference Leadership Training   
          Event, Life Enrichment Center 
 
22      District New Church Development Committee Meeting,10 a.m. District Office 
 
22    District Leadership Council Meeting at Orange Park UMC at 7 p.m. 
 
25      Annual Charge Conference forms available on-line 

Don’t forget!  
   
Recurring Monthly Reports 
•Missional Vital Signs (e-mail sent to MVS Reporter on the 5th of each month requesting statistics from the  
previous month). For more information contact your District Office. 
              
•Download online Monthly Billing Reports from Florida Conference website 
  - Health Insurance and Pension Statements 
  - Property Casualty and Workers Compensation Insurance Statements 
  - Apportionment Statements 
  
Monthly Billing Reports website: http://www.flumc2.org/monthly_reports.asp  

 
 

Save the date!  October 15, 2011 
 

Dr. Trudy Rankin will present, Spiritual Pilgrims, Jung & St. Threse at Avondale UMC, Jacksonville. Trudy suggests 
reading the book before this gathering.   
Cost $25 which includes lunch. Time: 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  For more information email  Frances Jennings at 
fyjennings@bellsouth.net or Avondale United Methodist Church at office@aumcjax.org 
 

 

 


