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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
2014 FLORIDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

“The Mission of God” 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11
3:30 p.m.  Opening Worship and Baptism Renewal  4
7:30 p.m.  Communion Worship  7

THURSDAY, JUNE 12
8:25 a.m.  Morning Bible Study  11
11:25 a.m.  Afternoon Centering  12
7:30 p.m.  Evening Worship  14

FRIDAY, JUNE 13
8:25 a.m.  Morning Centering  18
10:30 a.m.  Service of Remembrance  19
1:25 p.m.  Service of Retirement  24
7:30 p.m.  Service of Licensing, Commissioning and Ordination; Youkey Theater  27

SATURDAY, JUNE 14
8:25 a.m.  Morning Centering  38
9:50 a.m.  Closing Worship and Fixing of Appointments  38

THANK YOU

Worship for Annual Conference this year was envisioned by a team of clergy and laity who have a heart and 
passion for the work of the Mission of God. They wrote liturgy and created a vision for the flow of worship many 
thanks goes to each for their creativity and time. Thanks to Michelle Weger, Jeremy Hearn, Vicki Walker, Heidi 
Aspinwall, Megan Killingsworth, Sarah Miller, Mariam Mengistie, Tim Rounsaville, Ben Adams, Carrie Lepore, 
Andrew Miller and Lynette Fields for your creativity and immense talent used to create these services. Thank 
you to all  who are participating this week as liturgists, musicians, actors, servers, banner carriers and visual 
artists. 

We have invited liturgists to read in the language of their choice. Each of the readings will be found on the 
screens and in the booklet in english. During our Communion Service the two stations on either ends of the 
worship area will have gluten free crackers. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Jeremy Hearn
Worship Leader

Jeremy started his music ministry at the age of 16 as a worship leader in St. Petersburg, FL. As the main 
songwriter and front man of The Jeremy Hearn Band, he began to travel around Florida and play student 
ministry events, camps and concerts. After this local success, Jeremy moved to Nashville, TN to take the 
next step in his career as a singer/songwriter. While in Nashville, Jeremy learned under the likes of country 
super star Martina McBride, Michael W. Smith, and Jeremy Camp before moving the focus back to his roots 
in leading worship. For a year and a half Jeremy learned and experienced what the heart of a worship leader 
should look like. Jeremy felt the call in 2008 to move to Austin, TX to plant Wells Branch Community Church 
with mentor and friend Todd Wortham. The 21/2 years he spent in Austin absolutely changed his life forever. 
Jeremy continued to travel leading worship and touring as the electric guitar player for indie Christian artist 
Kathleen Carnali. In the summer of 2012 Jeremy signed his first Artist Development deal with Good Tree Music 
Group and is currently working on his first release. Jeremy and his wife Ashley currently live in Lakeland, FL 
where Jeremy is on staff as a worship leader with First United Methodist Church of Lakeland and also works 
with the leaders and the Bishop of The Florida Conference on reaching young adults.

Michelle Weger
Worship Leader

Michelle Weger is a singer, songwriter, worship leader and recording artist who currently works as the Director 
of Worship and Youth ministries at the Shores campus of Grace Church Cape Coral. Michelle began leading 
worship vocationally after graduating from Southeastern University in Lakeland, FL with a B.S. in Practical 
Theology and released her first solo album titled, “Embers of Faith” in 2008. With an uncommon blend of 
female vocals, acoustic tones, and honest lyrics, Michelle offers music that is filled with passion and praise for 
the God who continues to carry her. As a worship leader, she views the local church rightly executed to be the 
hope of the world. Worship, in context of congregationally sung worship, is a space where people can have an 
experiential encounter with the God who so pursues them. Being able to share what God is doing in her own 
story through music and worship is Michelle’s greatest love. Enabling others to serve and share in the way that 
God has equipped them is at the heart of her worship ministry. Michelle is an avid golfer and foster parent to a 
2 year old son, John.
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Wednesday, June 11, 2014        3:30 p.m.         Opening Worship

OPENING WORSHIP OF THE FLORIDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

OPENING VIDEO      REVELATION 22:1-8

OPENING MUSIC AND PROCESSIONAL        All My Fountains

CALL TO WORSHIP  Derrick Scott
We are called from the surrounding landscapes of water - canals and creeks, gulf and lakes, rivers and ocean 
- to this space of holy conferencing. We are called from landscapes of fresh and salt water to attend to the 
work of the church. We are called to be Christ’s fresh and salt water in the world. 
“Who should I send? Who will go for us?”
“Here I am. Send me.”

As Christ’s fresh water we serve as living fountains of his grace, pouring out his mercy and justice through 
our service.  Christ leads us in refreshing and awakening our neighbors.  Christ intentionally cleanses and 
purposefully transforms us so we continue embodying the mission of God in the world.  
“Who should I send? Who will go for us?”
“Here I am. Send me.” 

As Christ’s salt water we preserve the traditions of our faith and heritage for future generations.  Christ’s salt 
within us cures our bent to sinning and sets the captives to liberty.  Refined and free we continue embodying 
the mission of God in the world.  
“Who should I send? Who will go for us?”
“Here I am. Send me.” 

We gather to celebrate the fresh and salt water of Christ’s collective service and witness in our churches. We 
who are here represent those who have answered the call to the mission of God in the world.
“Who should I send? Who will go for us?”
“Here I am. Send me.”

We gather to recognize where Christ’s fresh and salt water is still desperately needed. Aware of those who 
have answered the call, we turn our hearts to those who have abandoned the call, who have ignored the call, 
who are pondering the call, and who are awaiting the call to the mission of God in the world.
“Who should I send? Who will go for us?”
“Here I am. Send me.” 

We are on the mission of God.  We are called to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.  We 
are called to baptize in the name of our Triune God.  We are called to teach others to forgive and to obey. 
God asked and asks us still, “Who should I send? Who will go for us?”
Together we affirm, “Here we are.  Send us.”

CONGREGATIONAL SONG      Come Thou Fount



5
2014 Florida Annual Conference Worship Book

Wednesday, June 11, 2014        3:30 p.m.         Opening Worship

OPENING PRAYER  The Reverend Vidalis Lopez
God of set-apart places
we thank you for this time of holy conference
in which you seem especially near to us.
We listen closely for your voice,
speaking to us, calling us by name.
We thank you for the gift of water,
reminding us of your love for us,
and for the presence of your Spirit,
poured out upon us and all flesh.
We are your beloved sons and daughters.
Thanks be to God.  Amen.

SCRIPTURE                                 Luke 3: 1-22                               The Reverend Vidalis Lopez
The Reverend Jeremy Rebman

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,     
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight,     
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 
In reply he said to them, 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; 
and whoever has food must do likewise.” 

Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
He said to them, 

“Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 

Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” 
He said to them, 

“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, 
and be satisfied with your wages.”
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As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether 
he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, 

“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; 
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fork is in his hand,
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, 
and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, added to them all by shutting up John in prison.

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. 
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

MEDITATION                   Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr. 

CONGREGATIONAL REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

MUSIC DURING BAPTISM RENEWAL          Love Came Down
I Surrender

Nothing But the Blood

CLOSING PRAYER THANKSGIVING  Derrick Scott
Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of our covenant God.

We give thanks for all that God has already given us.  
As members of the body of Christ, in our congregations of the United Methodist Church, and as 
members of this Annual Conference, we will faithfully participate in the ministries of the Church and 
this Conference by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness. In our time of 
holy conferencing together, we will faithfully participate in intentional engagement, mutual respect, 
sacred listening, trusting in the Holy Spirit who has brought us together to allow our time to shape 
our “becoming disciples” together so that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  

The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish and strengthen us by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, that we may live in grace and peace.  

SIGNS OF PEACE AND RECONCILIATION

SONG OF PRAISE                           And Are We Yet Alive 
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Wednesday, June 11, 2014        7:30 p.m.        Communion Worship

COMMUNION WORSHIP

OPENING MOVEMENT                      Video: We Are Community  Motion Worship
Music: Oh How I Need You

CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Catherine Fluck Price
Welcome family! Welcome relations! Welcome all!
The house of the Creator is our gathering place today. 
As the grain and the fruit of the vine was given by Creator God to the peoples of the world, this feast has 
been prepared for us all.
Welcome to the table that binds us all together!
God, who walked with our ancestors, who walks among us now, and who will walk with our children’s children 
for generations to come,
We give you thanks for your presence!
In the air that we breathe, in the sound of rustling leaves and in the waving grass. 
We give you thanks for your presence! 
In the sound of children’s laughter, and in the songs of our elders, 
We give you thanks for your presence!

CONGREGATIONAL SONG                         Forever Reign 
Cornerstone

OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God, we know that You have made us for Yourself, to love You and to love our neighbors.
Yet still we cannot help but live for ourselves, and every day we justify ourselves by our own standards, 
not Yours. Forgive us Lord for our blindness to our neighbors around us. Remind us Lord, that you 
have found us in the ditch, and You have rescued us. Soften our hearts to Your will, and make us to 
love others as You have loved us; especially those who are most in need, whom we pass by every 
day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

A WORD ABOUT OFFERINGS     The Reverend Clarke Campbell Evans 

SCRIPTURE READING                   Luke 10:25-37   The Reverend Jose Nieves
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said 
to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor 
as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went 
away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 
other side.  But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.  
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own 
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 
Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He 
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
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MESSAGE                 Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr. 

HYMN      Come Sinners to the Gospel Feast   UMH 339

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrants:  Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr. 
Deacon: The Reverend Laura Ice

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
 always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
 almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
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and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day                                                           
when justice shall roll down like waters
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream,
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
 to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
 to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
 and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
 you gave birth to your Church,
 delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
 and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit
At his ascension you exalted him to sit and reign with you at your right hand. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
 gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
 “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

When the supper was over he took the cup,
 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
 “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as your drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, 
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ.
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, 
 and one in ministry to all the world.,

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen. 
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VIDEO                                                 The Lord’s Prayer Igniter Media

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

SONGS DURING COMMUNION                   This Blood
Jesus Paid It All

Nothing But the Blood

CLOSING PRAYER  The Reverend Jose Nieves
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery
 in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world
 in the strength of your Spirit,
 to give ourselves for others,
in the name of Jesus Chirst our Lord.
Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL SONG                          Jesus Paid It All

BENEDICTION                Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.
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Thursday, June 12, 2014       8:25 a.m.        Morning Bible Study

MORNING BIBLE STUDY
OPENING SONGS                                               I’ll Fly Away

Lay Me Down

CENTERING PRAYER  Dawn Fleming
Holy God we thank you for the gift of this morning and the chance to wake up to you.  We gather as 
your faithful disciples to begin another day being diligent in your work. Prepare our minds to listen to 
you today.  Prepare our hearts to be filled with your love today.  Prepare our lips that we may speak 
and shout your praise today.  Prepare our souls that we can be attuned to your will today.  Prepare us 
all to feel your presence in this place, in our conferencing, and in our lives today!  Amen.  

BIBLE STUDY Dr. Robert G. Tuttle, Jr.

CLOSING SONG                                             Oh How I Need You
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Thursday, June 12, 2014       1:25 p.m.        Afternoon Centering

AFTERNOON CENTERING
OPENING SONGS                                                Like a Lion

New Doxology
SCRIPTURE

CENTERING PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS  The Reverend Vance Rains
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console;
To be understood, as to understand; 
To be loved, as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 

RECOGNITION OF NEW DEACONESSES

Deaconess Liturgy (from the 125th anniversary celebration) 
Dear friends, let us recognize those who have responded to the call of God to become deaconess, home 
missioners, and home missionaries. To alleviate suffering, to eradicate the causes of injustice that robs life 
of dignity and worth, to facilitate the development of full human potential, and to share in building global 
community through the church universal—these are ministries of Christ among us. Those called to these 
ministries need our loyal support and our prayers.

As the Apostle Paul commended to the Roman church Phoebe, the first deaconess, we welcome and 
recognize our sisters and brothers “in the Lord in a way that is worthy of God’s people,” and commit to help 
them in whatever they may require from us, for they “have been [sponsors] of many people.” (Romans 16:2, 
CEB)

We are especially thankful for these persons serving in our midst. 

We recognize today our sisters and brothers who have made a lifetime commitment to ministries of 
love, justice, and service. We extend our support and gratitude to you for answering the call of God 
in their lives. We thank you for your representation of God’s love in all the world.

PRAYER OF BLESSING:
God of Justice, Loving Creator, and Servant of All, pour out your blessings on this deaconess. May she know 
the world is forever changed because of their lifetime commitment to ministries of love, justice, and service. 
Bless them; envelop them with love, hope, courage, wisdom, and strength that they might continue to boldly 
answer your call to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.
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COMMISSIONING OF MISSIONAL INTERNS

PASTOR: In baptism and in confirming our faith, we have all vowed to serve as Christ’s representatives in   
  the world. Today, we send these persons to serve among and with your communities in Florida,   
  as Missional Interns of the Florida Conference as living signs of our vow and Christ’s presence. 

  As members of the Young Adult Missional Interns you will live by a rule of life, praying daily,   
  living as an incarnational presence in and among your neighborhood and work, giving 
  generously of your spiritual gifts, talents and abilities, serving God and neighbor out of gratitude, 
  and bearing witness to God’s love and presence while speaking against evil and injustice, 
  pursuing peace with justice. 

  Let us pray.

  Thank you, God, for inspiring and preparing these people to be living signs of your Love 
  for us among various communities in Florida.

 ALL:  Thank you, God.

PASTOR:  Thank you for their gifts, their willingness, and their commitment.

 ALL:  Thank you, God.

PASTOR: Thank you for the gifts, the willingness and commitment among the people with whom 
  they serve.

ALL:  Thank you, God.

PASTOR: Your grace has been more than sufficient. You have provided all they will need. So we present   
  to you, O God, our sisters and brothers, as laborers going into your harvest, entrusting them to   
  your care.

ALL:  Come, Holy Spirit.

PASTOR: As Jesus has sent us,

 ALL:  now we send you!

 PASTOR: Go in the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 
  Thanks be to God.
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EVENING WORSHIP
OPENING MOVEMENT                    All Creatures of Our God And King

CALL TO WORSHIP  Icel Rodriguez
God built the heavens, the earth, and everything in them.
God calls us to be builders as well.
God calls us to build our lives:
to restore broken places and continue to grow.
God calls us to build our faith:
to study the Word and ponder its interpretation.
God calls us to build our community: 
to build bridges of understanding and systems of justice.
God calls us to build history by fulfilling the promises of Scripture:
to preach the good news of God’s love and liberation for all people. 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG  Soon and Very Soon, We are Going to See the Lord  

OPENING PRAYER  Icel Rodriguez
Holy God you have called a people to be your family out of every tribe, language, and nation, to love 
and serve you daily in a world of beauty, complexity and diversity.  Help us in this time of worship 
to be challenged and called to honor and serve the diversity of our brothers and sisters around the 
world.  May we praise you for all of the gifts you have placed in the lives within this room to meet the 
needs, to tend to the hurts, and to be the hands and feet of you around the world.  Amen. 

A POETIC READING OF PSALM 107 (from The Message)
Oh, thank God—he’s so good!     
His love never runs out. 
All of you set free by God, tell the world!     
Tell how he freed you from oppression, 
Then rounded you up from all over the place,     
from the four winds, from the seven seas.

Some of you wandered for years in the desert,     
looking but not finding a good place to live, 
Half-starved and parched with thirst,     
staggering and stumbling, on the brink of exhaustion. 
Then, in your desperate condition, you called out to God.     
He got you out in the nick of time; 
He put your feet on a wonderful road     
that took you straight to a good place to live. 
So thank God for his marvelous love,     
for his miracle mercy to the children he loves. 
He poured great draughts of water down parched throats;     
the starved and hungry got plenty to eat.

The Reverend Audrey Warren, 
The Reverend Harold Lewis, 

Mike Kennedy, 
The Reverend Jaime Faberlle, 

The Reverend Sarah Miller
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Some of you were locked in a dark cell,     
cruelly confined behind bars,
Punished for defying God’s Word,     
for turning your back on the High God’s counsel— 
A hard sentence, and your hearts so heavy,     
and not a soul in sight to help. 
then you called out to God in your desperate condition;     
he got you out in the nick of time. 
He led you out of your dark, dark cell,     
broke open the jail and led you out.
So thank God for his marvelous love,    
for his miracle mercy to the children he loves; 
He shattered the heavy jailhouse doors,     
he snapped the prison bars like matchsticks!

Some of you were sick because you’d lived a bad life,     
your bodies feeling the effects of your sin; 
You couldn’t stand the sight of food,     
so miserable you thought you’d be better off dead. 
Then you called out to God in your desperate condition;     
he got you out in the nick of time. 
He spoke the word that healed you,     
that pulled you back from the brink of death. 
So thank God for his marvelous love,     
for his miracle mercy to the children he loves; 
Offer thanksgiving sacrifices,     
tell the world what he’s done—sing it out!

God turned rivers into wasteland,     
springs of water into sunbaked mud; 
Luscious orchards became alkali flats     
because of the evil of the people who lived there. 
Then he changed wasteland into fresh pools of water,     
arid earth into springs of water, 
Brought in the hungry and settled them there;     
they moved in—what a great place to live! 
They sowed the fields, they planted vineyards,     
they reaped a bountiful harvest. 
He blessed them and they prospered greatly;     
their herds of cattle never decreased. 
But abuse and evil and trouble declined     
as he heaped scorn on princes and sent them away. 
He gave the poor a safe place to live,     
treated their clans like well-cared-for sheep.

Good people see this and are glad;     
bad people are speechless, stopped in their tracks.
If you are really wise, you’ll think this over—     
it’s time you appreciated God’s deep love.
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WITNESS IN MUSIC                                                                                            Africa University Choir

VIDEO                             We Are the Church  Fresh Purpose Productions

SCRIPTURE                    Acts 8:26-39  Harold Lewis
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.)  So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him 
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  He replied, “How can 
I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before 
its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.  In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing.

MESSAGE                   Grab Your Chance          Dr. James H. Salley
Associate Vice Chancellor 

for Institutional Advancement;
Africa University

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need, saying, 
 Hear us, O God; your mercy is great
We give you thanks for the community of faith throughout the world.
According to your compassion, Holy God, 
guide your church to proclaim the gospel so that its wide-open door 
is apparent to everyone; 
Heal the chasms that exist between your peoples;
help our leaders and teachers to shepherd us with wisdom.
 Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for nations and leaders.
By your power, O God, inspire all people 
to insist on just economies and social structures;
prepare our young people to turn their zeal into peace;
unbind those who are discouraged,
and teach us all to persevere.

 Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

The Reverend Audrey Warren, 
The Reverend Harold Lewis, 

Mike Kennedy, 
The Reverend Jaime Faberlle, 

The Reverend Sarah Miller
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We give you thanks for all creation.
Open our eyes and ears
to see and know more about this earthly home,
which you created for your joys and ours.  
Show us how to love the creatures and plants we would otherwise ignore and neglect.

 Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.
Merciful Lord,
We pray for those among your people here and throughout the world
who are in trouble – 
the sick and hungry,
those who are unjustly imprisoned and abused,
children without shelter, 
youth without access to education,
adults without work.

 Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

Hear now the prayers of your people spoken silently or aloud in their first language.
(a time of silence is kept)

 Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

Ascended Lord, 
We trust that you will hear our prayers and answer with what we need.
We pray this in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
One God of us all.  Amen.  

OFFERING

OFFERTORY                                                                             Africa University Choir

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  Icel Rodriguez
Holy One, bless our offerings and transform them into healing for the wounded, hope for the disheartened, 
courage for the frightened, and faith for the oppressed.  In the name of Jesus Christ, your faithful witness, the 
first resurrected and ruler of the sovereigns of the earth.  Amen.  

CLOSING SONG     We are Marching in the Light of God
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MORNING CENTERING
OPENING SONGS                                               Oh, Our Lord

 Hosanna

VIDEO                           A Prayer for the Church   The Work of the People

CENTERING PRAYER  The Reverend Eliantus Valmyr
O God of all times and places, as we gather this morning, we pray for your Church, which is set today 
amid the perplexities of a changing order, and face to face with new tasks.  Baptize her afresh in the 
life-giving spirit of Jesus. Bestow upon her a great responsiveness to duty, 
 a swifter compassion with suffering,
 and an utter loyalty to your will.
Help her to proclaim boldly the coming of your kingdom.
Put upon her lips the ancient gospel of her Lord.
Fill her with the prophets’ scorn of tyranny,
 and with a Christlike tenderness for the heavy laden and down trodden.
Bid her cease from seeking her own life, lest she lose it.
Make her valiant to give up her life to humanity,
 that, like her crucified Lord,
 she may mount by the path of the cross to a higher glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
  
PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP                     The Reverend George A. Buie, Liturgist
Leader: We have gathered here to celebrate the lives of those who have served faithfully through the years 
and now share the triumph of Christ.
People: We affirm with praise and thanksgiving the goodness of our Lord.
Leader: Let us rejoice in God’s presence with us, in death as in life, among those who mourn as with those 
who now see Christ face to face.
People: In the midst of our grief, we sing with joy, for God’s love is over all that has been made.
All: Blessed be God’s glorious name forever!

 
*HYMN                                  Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart            UMH 160
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OPENING PRAYER                Bishop Kenneth H.  Carter, Jr.
Tender and compassionate God, 
we seek to know you through the hearing of your Word
 and pray that we may go beyond hearing to obeying,
 as shown by the faithful lives of your departed servants
  whom we honor today.
We know that they are precious in your eyes,
 worthy of your special attention and ours,
 for they served well in the task that you gave them.
Grant that we may feel your presence
 as did the followers who know Jesus in the breaking of the bread,
and may we experience the fire within
 that sent them out to share good news. Amen.

WITNESS IN MUSIC                     When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  Annual Conference Choir 
Dr. Beth Gibbs, Director

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Lord, open our hearts and minds,
by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read
and as your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen.

SCRIPTURE

MESSAGE                               Reflecting the Light                   The Reverend Pamela A. Cahoon

RESPONSIVE LITANY

ONE: At the rising of the sun and at its going down
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: At the beginning of the year and when it ends
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: As long as we live, they too will live, for they are now a part of us as
ALL: we remember them.
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ONE: When we are weary and in need of strength
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: When we are lost and sick at heart
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: When we have joy we crave to share
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: When we have decisions that are difficult to make
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: When we have achievements that are based on theirs
ALL: we remember them.

ONE: As long as we live, they too will live, for they are now a part of us as
ALL: we remember them.

~Sylvan Kamens & Rabbi Jack Riemer
NAMING

As the names are read aloud, you are invited to stand as the name of the person who touched your life in a 
special way is honored.
The congregation will respond to each bell toll with, ‘Grant them your peace.’
Assisting with reading of the names, Ms. Nell Thrift, Conference Archivist
Lighting the candles on the altar, the Reverend Nora Ramirez and the Reverend Sam Ramirez

   
HONORARY

Bishop James Lloyd Knox      April 13, 2014

CLERGY

Catalina Magali Borbon      April 22, 2013
Harris Cleveland Jones, III      May 13, 2013
Curtis Wayne Norton, Sr.      May 17, 2013
John B Peavy, Jr. (Local Pastor)       June 16, 2013
Heldeliza Amores Lopez      July 2, 2013
Paul Whitefield Haines      July 2, 2013
Lloyd Wilson Mullis       July 12, 2013
Hubert E. Floyd       July 18, 2013
Jerry Carl Johnson       August 2, 2013
Daniel Dennis Sain       August 5, 2013
Patricia Ann Small       September 7, 2013
Thomas James Price, Jr.       September 24, 2013
Jean Winona Ketwig French Russo    October 24, 2013
Orville Howard Ripley, Jr.      October 31, 2013
Russel Marion Peters       November 1, 2013
Warren Wilbert Bennett       November 7, 2013
Irvin Howard Price       November 30, 2013
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James Herbert Hankins       December 10, 2013
Ralph Eugene Rivers       December 16, 2013
Donald Allen Denton  (Local Pastor)     December 25, 2013
Henry David Cribb, Sr.  (Associate Member)   December 28, 2013
David Joseph Love       December 31, 2013
Eleazar Legra  (Local Pastor)      January 1, 2014
Robert Caxton Doggett       January 13, 2014
John Joseph P. Kincaid       January 24, 2014
David H. Shaver        January 28, 2014
Willis M. Rigsby  (Associate Member)    January 31, 2014
Thurman Rivers, Jr.       February 7, 2014
James Esley Ridgway       February 27, 2014
James Burton Gayler       March 19, 2014

DIACONAL MINISTER
Barbara Mosley Mitchell      November 6, 2013

SPOUSES
Elizabeth Modell Potts Sharp       March 4, 2013
Hilda Elsbree Barrett       May 12, 2013
James Merrill Patch       June 21, 2013
Beverly Sue Berthelot Loveday      June 25, 2013
Marie Inez Padgett Evans      August 8, 2013
Adelaide Stevens Ware       August 9, 2013
Harriet Orr Rearic        August 12, 2013
Fay Fletcher Baker              September 1, 2013
Fae Brocious Brabham       October 20, 2013
Doreatha Kelly Dell       October 26, 2013
Agnes Durst Parsons       November 14, 2013
Keith James Brayman, Sr.      November 21, 2013
Luv Raquel Perez        November 27, 2013
Maria Rosaura Partal Legra      November 29, 2013
Gary Doles         December 2, 2013
Dorothy Scott Brazzell       December 9, 2013
Barbara Ellen Stiles Seghers      December 26, 2013
Samuel Downs Lewis       February 4, 2014
Dorothy Jean Sayre Lieving      February 26, 2014
Emma Hewlett Welch Rivers      March 2, 2014
Jerelene Sellers Brock Olivent      March 12, 2014
Gladys Ida Agren Jenkins      March 31, 2014
James Halcomb        April 18, 2014

SPECIAL MUSIC                                   It Is Well With My Soul Annual Conference Choir
Dr. Beth Gibbs, Director

CLOSING PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER  Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.



23
2014 Florida Annual Conference Worship Book

Friday, June 13, 2014       10:30 a.m.        Service of Remembrance

HYMN OF TRIUMPH                                         For All the Saints            UMH 711

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING              Bishop Kenneth H.  Carter, Jr.
The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
And the blessing of God Almighty—Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

POSTLUDE

Our thanks to the following participants:
Dr. Beth Gibbs and the Volunteer Choir.
Our preacher this morning, the Reverend Pamela A. Cahoon, Executive Director, CROS Ministries, Inc., West Palm Beach, FL. She will 
be retiring this year from full-time ministry.
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr., Episcopal Leader, Florida Conference
Liturgist, the Reverend Archie Buie, Conference Committee on Memoirs
Assisting with reading of the names, Ms. Nell Thrift, Conference Archivist
Lighting the candles on the altar, the Reverend Nora Ramirez and the Reverend Sam Ramirez
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SERVICE OF RETIREMENT

CALL TO WORSHIP        The Reverend Drew Dancey
Trust in the Lord and do good.
May the Lord give strength to the people!
O taste and see that the Lord is good! 
God is our refuge and strength.  

HYMN AND PROCESSION OF BANNERS       Great is Thy Faithfulness                      UMH 140

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING               Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr. 
Eternal God, you hold the times and seasons, endings and beginnings in your hands.
Bless these servants who now enter a new time of life.
We give you thanks for tasks accomplished, for the joys and pains
Woven into the fabrics of their years.
Give each of them the guidance of your Holy Spirit.
May days no longer filled with old obligations be free for new activities and associations.
May fears and uncertainties about the future be transformed into quiet confidence.
May each new day be received as a sacred trust and lived to your glory;
Through Jesus Christ our savior.  Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE     1 Thessalonians 5:12-24 The Reverend Matt Williams
But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you, and have charge of you 
in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among 
yourselves. And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be 
patient with all of them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another 
and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; 
hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound 
and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

CELEBRATION OF RETIREES

BISHOP: Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations where the    
  Spirit of the Lord was upon you; and you were charged to love, serve and pray for all the 
  people among who you worked, caring for the young and old, strong and weak, rich 
  and poor. These things you have done.  

ALL:  We give thanks to God for the lives that have been changed through your faithful 
  witness and service. 

BISHOP: At your licensing or ordination, you received authority to read the Holy Scriptures 
  in the church of God, to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments, and to Order 
  the life of the Church.  At your commissioning, you received authority to equip the 
  people of God, and to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   
  There were times that the road was rough and the way unclear, but God’s goodness 
  and guidance has seen you through.  

ALL:  We give thanks to God for the light you have shone and the seeds you have sown. 

BISHOP: Never think lightly of the great good that God has wrought through you. And continue 
  to be true to your calling. This is a transition, not a finale. This is an opening to 
  new horizons of service, not the end of the road. May God’s love and power be 
  with you always. Let us pray together. 

ALL:    God of grace, you fill your servants with vision.  You empower your servants with   
  your Spirit.  We give thanks for the ministry of these women and men, and for the   
  ways in which you have ministered to us through them as they built connections   
  and built your Kingdom. Give them a sense of your abiding presence that they   
  may continue to love and serve you, and ever grow in the grace and knowledge 
  of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF RETIRING SERVANTS  
Readers: The Reverend Pam Hall and The Reverend Matt Williams
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THE PASSING OF THE MANTLE
A representative of the retiring class and a representative of the new full member class kneel. The bishop takes 
the mantle and places it on the shoulders of the representative of the retiring class, Patty Daniels, saying:

In the book of Kings we read of the Prophet Elijah’s ministry.
The mantle, symbolic of submission to God, fell upon the younger prophet, Elisha, and the spirit of Elijah 
rested upon Elisha.

The representative of the retiring class, Patty Daniels, rises and places the mantle on the shoulders of Nathan 
Adams, the representative of the new full member class, saying:

I transfer this mantle from our generation to the young, indicating thereby that the responsibilities and 
dedication of the older generation will be caught up and carried on by the young, and the spirit of today’s 
Elijahs will rest upon today’s Elishas.  

The representative of the new class rises, turns to the retiring class and says: 

We who come after you take up the mantle which falls upon us.  May we inherit a double share of your spirit.  

THE CHARGE

BISHOP: For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven. So, too, there is 
  a time for movement, new adventure, fields of service not yet touched.  With love, 
  we send you forth in the spirit of John Wesley:  May the world be your parish.

ALL:  Go into the world and respond to the love of Christ in all you do.  Live out the 
  vision God has given you.  May God’s mercy, grace, and peace be with you.  
  May you be channels for God’s mercy, grace and peace to the world wherever 
  you may be.  

CLOSING HYMN                                              Victory In Jesus
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SERVICE OF LICENSING, COMMISSIONING AND ORDINATION
PROCESSIONAL HYMN                        The Church’s One Foundation  UMH 545
GREETING AND PRAYER (Please stand, as you are able)           Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.

BISHOP:   The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.

PEOPLE:  And also with you.

BISHOP:  We come together to praise God, to hear the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves and others 
  the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
  Let us pray.

PEOPLE: Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to your apostles many 
  excellent gifts. Give your grace to all servants of your church, that we may with 
  diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various ministries. Grant that we your people 
  may follow where you lead, perfect our ministries, and live in joyful obedience 
  to your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF OUR ONE MINISTRY AND OUR ONE BAPTISM
The bishop, standing near a baptismal font, shell, or vessel of water, begins:

BISHOP: Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism all Christians are 
  made part of the priesthood of all believers, the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world.   
  We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the human family   
  and the whole of creation. Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call upon 
  all God’s people gathered here:

The bishop may scoop and pour water from the font, shell, or vessel and say:

BISHOP:  Remember your baptism and be thankful.

PEOPLE:  We remember our one baptism and affirm our common ministry.

PRESENTATION OF ORDINANDS
The Conference Lay Leader, Russ Graves, and the Chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry, The Reverend 
Terri Hill, present to the bishop those who are to be licensed, commissioned or ordained. 
The bishop stands before the Lord’s Table, facing the people.

Lay Leader:  On behalf of the laity of local congregations who have examined and approved these candidates,

Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry: and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual 
conference, which has recommended these persons, and this annual conference, which has approved them. 

Together the layperson and the member of the Board of Ordained Ministry:

We present these persons to be licensed as local pastors (local pastors stand),
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these persons to be commissioned as provisional deacons (provisional deacons stand),

Victoria Hughes Harrison
Samantha Tyburski Cowan

these persons to be commissioned as provisional elders (provisional elders stand),

these persons to be ordained deacons (deacons stand),

Laura Lee Berg

these persons to be ordained elders (elders stand),

After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the bishop says:

BISHOP: These persons are by God’s grace to be commissioned, recognized or ordained to ministry 
  in Christ’s holy church. Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have discerned 
  that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character, and possess 
  the necessary signs of God’s grace, and have demonstrated a profound commitment 
  to serve Jesus Christ. Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.
  We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the licensing, commissioning, 
  ordination or recognition of these persons.  

  Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be licensed, commissioned, 
  ordained or recognized?

PEOPLE: We do! Thanks be to God!

BISHOP: Will you uphold them in their ministry?

PEOPLE: With God’s help, we will!

The bishop, presenters, and candidates are seated.  

Karen Lee Alford
Curtiss James Cain  
David Grant Dunbar  
David Michael Groos
Michael Chester Halley
Keith Harcombe
Heather Jeanne Harding 

Frederick Nathaniel Jones, II
Edelis LaCosta  
John Andrew Ladd
Ernesto Antonio Machado
Karen Lee MacDuff
Elizabeth Proctor Murchison
Frederick Bradford Phillips  

Orlando Ramirez Pardo
Brian Russell 
Erik Paul Seise
Emily Anne Sterling
Dora Lynn Thomas
Rodney Andrew Wesemann
Christopher Lee Worlds 

Amos Jean Baptiste Adhemar
David Taylor Averill
Michael Adam Beck
Berteau Eliassaint
Trevor Garrett Johnston
Corey Antoine Jones

Jason David Knott
Erwin Adrian Lopez
Vidalis Teresa Lopez
Gary Alphonse Marcelin
Pamela Ann McMillan
Jennifer Zeller Potter

Aaron Michael Rousseau
Brian Harrell Sanderson
Carolyn Edythe Thomas
Danielle Marie Upton
Larry Herbert White, Jr.
Terence James Wines

Nathan Paul Adams
Joshua William Bell
Lauren Dunkle Dancey
Kerry Michael Foote

Anthony Raymond Fotsch
Pamela Anderson Hall
William Stephen Hart
Sarah Beth-Ann Miller

Brian Christopher Sanders
Matthew Morgan Williams
Daniel John Wunderlich



29
2014 Florida Annual Conference Worship Book

Friday, June 13, 2014       7:30 p.m.        Service of Licensing, Commissioning and Ordination

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                      Psalm 139:1-14

SERMON     Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey,
 Louisiana Annual Conference

OFFERING FOR THE WORK OF THE ONE CHURCH
Tonight’s offering will support the Ministerial Education Endowment

SPECIAL MUSIC                                     All the Poor and Powerless
10,000 Reasons

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            The Reverend Terri Hill
THE NICENE CREED  Chairperson, Board of Ordained Ministry

We believe in one God,            
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 Eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father;
 through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
  and became truly human.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
  he suffered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory
          to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son
  is worshiped and glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church.
 We acknowledge one baptism 
  for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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LICENSING OF LOCAL PASTORS
Those who are to be licensed rise and proceed to the stage during the end of the Offertory.  When all are standing 
upon the stage, the Registrar of the Board of Ordained Ministry says:

REGISTRAR: Dear friends, these persons have completed the requirements for the license as 
   a local pastor and are recommended by the Board of Ordained Ministry.  
   We have inquired diligently concerning them and have found them to be fit 
   for this sacred vocation.

The bishop then asks the following questions of the Local Pastors to be licensed:

BISHOP:  Do you believe you are moved by the Holy Spirit to serve as a local pastor?

CANDIDATES: I do.

BISHOP:  Will you strive to live a life in keeping with what you preach?

CANDIDATES: I will.

As the registrar of the Board of Ordained Ministry reads the names of those being licensed, the bishop presents 
each candidate with the license for pastoral ministry.

The Bishop addresses the candidates:

BISHOP: You are hereby authorized to serve as a local pastor in the congregation to which 
  you are appointed. Take care that you perform these duties faithfully as much as you are able, 
  the Lord being your helper.

The Bishop greets those licensed. Those who have been licensed proceed to their seats.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

GENERAL EXAMINATION OF THOSE TO BE COMMISSIONED AND ORDAINED

PRESENTATION
The candidates for commissioning and ordination stand at their seats while the bishop stands facing them:
The bishop examines all candidates for commissioning and ordination:

BISHOP:  My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to a commissioned 
   or ordained ministry. The church now confirms your calling.

   As commissioned or ordained ministers, you are to be coworkers with the laity, 
   bishops, deacons, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, 
   commissioned ministers, local pastors and elders. 
   Remember that you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith 
   of the church and no other, to look after the concerns of God above all.

   So that we may know that you believe yourselves to be called by God and that you profess 
   the Christian faith, we ask you:  
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   Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained ministry?

CANDIDATES: I do so believe.

BISHOP:  Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and confess 
   Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?

CANDIDATES: I do so believe and confess.

BISHOP:  Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain 
   all things necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique 
   and authoritative standard for the church’s faith and life?

CANDIDATES: I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.

BISHOP:  Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help 
   of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?

CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God.

BISHOP:  Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?

CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God.

BISHOP:  Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ,
   to participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, 
   and freedom for all people?

CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God.

BISHOP:  Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting its order, liturgy, 
   doctrine, and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word,   
   and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, 
   and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?      

CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God.

BISHOP:   May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them,   
   that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. 

ALL:   Amen.

Those who are to be commissioned proceed to the stage while those to be ordained take their seats.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN                               Take My Life

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL DEACONS AND ELDERS
The Bishop stands to center stage. The Bishop may introduce the act of commissioning, using these or similar 
words:
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BISHOP: By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy Church pledge to serve as   
  Christ’s representatives in the world. 
 
  Christ gave all of us this command: 
  “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”  
  We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
  These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, see the plentiful 
  harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the words of the prophet:  
  “Here I am; Send me.”

  Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come 
  to declare in public their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding 
  themselves to the service of God under the supervision of the Bishop and the guidance 
  of ordained colleagues and by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the 
  Body of Christ. Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare 
  for ordained ministry among us.  
 

The bishop, facing the candidates and extending arms over all of the candidates, prays:

BISHOP: God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up men and women 
  to be apostolic leaders in your church. By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants, 
  to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy. Deepen their sense 
  of purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry. Empower them, and those who will 
  walk with them to guide their ministry, together with all of your people, to heal the sick, 
  love the outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.

The bishop, standing behind and laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate, prays:

BISHOP: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon (name).  Send him/her now to proclaim the good news 
  of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign of God, and to equip the church for ministry, 
  in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

PEOPLE: Amen.

Upon rising, a gift and “The License for the Practice of Ministry of the Deacon” or “The License for Pastoral 
Ministry” is presented. After all the candidates have been commissioned the bishop says:

BISHOP: As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards these persons.  

  Let us pray:  Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants and may 
  the opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling. Clothe them 
  with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by giving themselves 
  to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The bishop introduces and greets those Commissioned.

BISHOP: I present to you these newly commissioned provisional deacons and elders of the 
  Florida Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church!

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
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THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS AND ELDERS
The Bishop introduces the act of ordination

BISHOP: Ordination is a gift from God to the Church and is exercised in covenant with the whole 
  Church and within the covenant of the order of deacons or elders. My sisters and brothers 
  in Christ, you have been called to an ordained ministry. The Church now confirms 
  your calling through ordination.  

The candidate for ordination of deacon proceeds onto the stage

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

EXAMINATION OF DEACON
The bishop examines the deacon candidates 

BISHOP:  A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood, to relate the life 
   of the community to its service in the world, to lead others into Christian discipleship, 
   to nurture disciples for witness and service,  to lead in worship, to teach and proclaim 
   God’s Word, to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism 
   and Holy Communion, to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes, 
   to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed, and to lead 
   Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice, liberation and reconciliation, 
   even in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice. These are the duties of a deacon.

   Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?

CANDIDATES: I do so believe.

BISHOP:  Will you, for the sake of the Church’s life and mission covenant to participate in the order 
   of deacons? Will you give yourself to God through the order of deacons in order to 
   sustain and build each other up in prayer, study, worship, and service?

CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God, and with the help of my sisters and brothers 
   in the order of deacons.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR DEACONS
The bishop calls the people to prayer using these or similar words:

BISHOP: As these persons are ordained by God and the Church for the ministry of deacons to which 
  we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them.

  We thank you, Living God, that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ to take the form 
  of a servant, becoming obedient even to death on the cross, and now resurrected and exalted 
  in the heavens. You have taught us, by his word and example, that whoever would be 
  great among us must be servant of all.
  Give these servants grace to be faithful to their promises, constant in their discipleship,                            
  and always ready for works of loving service.  Make them modest and humble, 
  gentle and strong, rooted and grounded in love.  Give them a share in the ministry 
  of Jesus Christ, who came not to be served but to serve.  
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Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of 
hands for each ordinand.
The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

BISHOP: Almighty God, pour upon Laura Lee Berg the Holy Spirit for the office and work of a deacon in   
  Christ’s holy church.

PEOPLE: AMEN

Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate and 
says:

BISHOP: Laura Lee Berg, take authority as a deacon to proclaim the Word of God, and to lead God’s   
  people to serve the world in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

PEOPLE: AMEN

BISHOP: Friends let us pray together:
  As we pray, I invite the church to extend your arms towards this person.  

  Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon this your servant and may 
  the opportunity to serve lead her into the fullness of your calling.  
  Clothe her with your righteousness, and grant that she may glorify you by giving 
  herself to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

After all have been ordained the bishop says:

BISHOP: I present to you the newly ordained deacon of the Florida Annual Conference 
  of The United Methodist Church!                               

The newly ordained deacon proceeds to her seat as the candidates for elders proceed to the stage.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
The bishop examines the elder candidates:

BISHOP:  An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole Church:  
   to preach and teach the Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments 
   of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion; to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;   
   to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ; to exercise pastoral supervision, 
   order the life of the congregation, counsel the troubled, and declare the forgiveness 
   of sin; to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; 
   to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; and to take a responsible place 
   in the government of the Church and in service in and to the community.  
   These are the duties of an elder.

   Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?

CANDIDATES: I do so believe.
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BISHOP:  Will you, for the sake of the Church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the 
   order of elders? Will you give yourself to God through the order of elders in order 
   to sustain and build each other up in prayer, study, worship, and service?

CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God, and the help of my sisters and brothers in the order of elders.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS
The bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer, using these or similar words:

BISHOP: As these persons are ordained by God and the Church for the ministry of elders to which 
  we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them.

The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:

BISHOP: We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be a priestly people, offering 
  to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Apostle and High Priest, 
  Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.  We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death 
  and, having ascended into heaven, has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people, 
  making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up Christ’s body, and to fulfill your 
  gracious purpose in the world.  

  Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry.  
  Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.  Enable them to serve 
  without reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation, to administer the sacraments 
  of the new covenant, and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever.

Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of 
hands for each ordinand.

The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

BISHOP: Almighty God, pour upon (name) the Holy Spirit, for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy 
church.

PEOPLE: AMEN 

Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate 
and says:

BISHOP: (Name), take authority as an elder in the Church to preach the Word of God, 
  and to administer the Holy Sacraments. 

PEOPLE: AMEN
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BISHOP: Friends let us pray together:
  As we pray, I invite the Church to extend your arms towards these persons. 
  Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants and may 
  the opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling. Clothe them 
  with your righteousness, and grant that they may glorify you by giving themselves 
  to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

After all have been ordained the bishop says:

BISHOP: I present to you these newly ordained elders of the Florida Annual Conference 
  of The United Methodist Church!

The newly ordained elders proceed to their seats.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN                        Be Thou My Vision
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Bishop extends invitation to those being called to ministry.

INVITATION TO THOSE FEELING CALLED TO LEAD THE ONE CHURCH    

MUSICAL RESPONSE                Lay me Down    

BENEDICTION

BISHOP:   The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion 
    of the Holy Spirit be with you all always.

LAURA BERG:  Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all you do.

MATHEW WILLIAMS: Go in grace being sent to speak God’s love in all you do.

PEOPLE:   We are sent in Christ’s Name.  Thanks be to God. 

RECESSIONAL SONG                “God You Give The Great Commission”

POSTLUDE
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MORNING CENTERING

OPENING SONGS                                         King of All Creation
I Am Set Free

PSALM 113
Hallelujah! You who serve God, praise God!  Just to speak his name is praise!  Just to remember God is a 
blessing – now and tomorrow and always. From east to west, from dawn to dusk, keep lifting your praise to 
God!  Hallelujah!

CENTERING PRAYER  
New every morning is your love, great God of light, and all day long you are working for good in the 
world. Stir up in us desire to serve you, to live peacefully with our neighbors and all your creation and 
to devote each day to your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

CLOSING WORSHIP
FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS

OPENING MUSIC

SPOKEN WORD        Stained Glass and Cavemen

SPECIAL MUSIC                 Echo

CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Geraldine McClellan
Friends, we have come together to be renewed and refreshed and inspired
to be the church of Jesus Christ in a broken and hurting world.
God, I pray it’s your love we would echo.
Empowered and emboldened by the power of the Holy Spirit,
we must be ready to seize the day.
God, I pray it’s your love we would echo.
To be a body of believers whose heart beats for the hurts in this world
whose actions speak louder than words.
God, I pray it’s your love we would echo.
Our hearts must be beating to reflect God’s love in a world that needs it.
The church’s heart beat should always be echoing everything Christ ever said and did.
God I pray it’s your love we would echo.

SCRIPTURE READING                      Acts 1:6-8  The Reverend Geraldine McClellan
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

CONGREGATIONAL SONG                 All the Poor and the Powerless

MESSAGE                  Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.
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FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS            Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr. 

Introduction of Cabinet Members
Prayers for the Nine Districts
 
CHARGE TO LICENSED, COMMISSIONED, CONSECRATED, AND ORDAINED CLERGY
 

BISHOP:  All of us are bound together by Christ’s love poured out for us and through us to the world.

Clergy stand. The Bishop addresses the clergy:

You are called to “a lifetime of servant leadership in specialized ministries among the people of God.” Clergy, 
through your ministries, will you interpret to the church where you are sent “the needs, concerns, and hopes 
of the world, and the promise of God for creation?”

 

CLERGY: We are bound in covenant together before God and one another.
 
      BISHOP: The world cries out for justice and mercy.

DEACONS, DIACONAL MINISTERS, DEACONESSES: 
We go where we are sent to represent the connection between our worship of God and serving in 
God’s world. We go to the community where God is sending us.

 
BISHOP: The world needs to hear the Word of God.

  
ELDERS, ASSOCIATE MEMBERS, LOCAL PASTORS:
We go where we are sent to spread the good news in the community where we are sent, to administer 
the sacraments, to be servants in the church and in the world, and to lead the congregation.

 
CHARGE TO THE LAITY
Laity stand. The Bishop addresses the laity.

“The world is our parish,” John Wesley said. You are the people of God, living and serving in God’s world. 
Will you receive these persons, as your leaders, sent to serve Christ, support and lead the Church in ministry 
to all the world?

LAITY:  We reaffirm our faith in Christ, and our commitment to serving him in our daily lives. 
  We receive these persons as servants among us, and will support them 
  in our shared ministries.

  
HYMN OF SENDING FORTH                  Here I Am, Lord  UMH 593

BENEDICTION                                                                      Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.
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